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A. President Thilo Protze called the meeting to order at 8:15 pm.
B. Members present: Bill Case; Jim Fischer; Geoff Fischer; Bill Hoey; Byron Satterlee; Keith Meredith; Helmut Nixdorf; Gilles van Nederveen; Alan Wood;

Gordon Lokke; Thilo Protze; Alex Hess; Jack Korvink; and new member Taylor Bryan.

C. Thilo announced that Klaus Keil suffered serious injuries when trying to aid the victim of an auto accident. The injuries are not life - threatening but they
are very painful and will take months to heal. Klaus elected to let them heal naturally, not have skin grafts. A group card was circulated, and Klaus would
appreciate member cards and e-mails.

D. Host meeting schedule — In view of Klaus’s disability, Gordon Lokke volunteered for April. Bill Hoey was asked to investigate a possible meeting at the
Railroad Museum in Old Sacramento in July.

E. Old Business

1. Module transportation for the Roseville Roundhouse exhibit in February required a second trip for the Fischer family Volvo station wagon.
Some material had to be left behind. The problem is that people with time available on weekdays don't have big cars or pickup trucks. After
discussion, Byron moved to rent a suitable U-Haul truck or van for only the meeting at the RT car barn in May. The motion was seconded by
Gilles and passed.

F. New Business
1.  Alan Wood reported that the Module Committee is preparing a preliminary design which is currently in “cyberspace,” and which will be
presented to the Board of Directors after committee member Win Beller returns home.
2. Keith Meredith reported that Roland was back from a quarterly checkup, looking good.
3. New member Taylor Bryan of Marysville is interested in Swiss prototypes, especially narrow gauge.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Hoey

Hi Everyone,

So fast; the year is already winding down to the half way mark! Just a reminder, around the corner is the Light Rail Rodeo event on May 13th. Keep in mind we
set up at 6:00 PM on Friday, May 12th and the events at Light Rail start at 6:00 AM on Saturday, the 13th. However, | think if we are there latest by 8:00 AM we
still catch the free Breakfast offered by Light Rail to all in ETE who participate in attending. However, it may be a good idea to be there early in case of layout
operational problems, (unless we had time to check all out at setup time). Remember to wear your club shirts.

But, before all of the above happens, Gordon Lokke is hosting our regular meeting on April 7th at his home. We are having a special meeting by asking all who
come, to bring their latest locomotive purchase, even if it was a year or more ago. Share your buying experience or just describe what appeals to you about your
purchase! Or say nothing and just display it! Anyway, we® also have a brief program, so look forward to having you there!

Thilo Protze, President

(some things are subject to change)

1. April 7™ — Gwen and Gordon Lokke’s home in 6. September ?
Roseville 7. October ?
2. May 13" — RT Show 8. November — IRF
j- ju|ne —’)JOh” Groesz’s home in Cool 9. December — Kris Kindl and Christmas Party
. uly — 7
5. August— EuroWest
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The first private passenger train in Poland

== On Monday, 21 February 2006,
= PCC Rail Szczakowa, one of
the biggest Polish private
railway freight operators,
presented its first passenger
train. The company thinks about
joining the passenger railway
transport market in Poland. The
unit was provided by PESA
Bydoszcz and it was a SA 132 -
002 air conditioned and disabled

- adjusted DMU, capable of

carrying up to 115 passengers. However, a spokesman of PKP PLK (Polish
infrastructure company) says that they signed a contract PCC Rail only for 4
pilot runs. "I do not know if they going to keep using our infrastructure" he said.
There is also no certainty that the rules of using PKP PLK infrastructure will
soon be defined - says Henryk Klimkiewicz, chairman of Railway Business
Forum. The last government® strategy towards regional services was to create
joint ventures with participation of self-governments providing financing and
PKP Regional Operator, who would provide assets. Koleje Mazowieckie (KM),
Mazovia region® passenger operator proved to be financially efficient. Now,
when the current government withdraws from its plans towards the
regionalization reform, the future role of self-governments in financing regional
services is not certain. The shortcomings mentioned by Mr. Klimkiewicz are
fundamental barriers for the private railway carriers willing to join the passenger
transport railway market. PCC didn®reveal about its future plans towards
providing passenger services. Although private railway companies can freely
use the infrastructure belonging to PKP PLK, it is more profitable for them to
operate on the freight than the passenger railway market, which depends upon
financial subsidies by local governments. There is still no stable regulation of
with financing regional passenger transport in Poland. (Source: Railway Market
magazine)

EC Says OK to Grant a Loan to Ceske Drahy For New Trains

The European Commission raised no objections today to a loan for the
purchase of new trains to be granted to national Czech rail operator Ceske
drahy by European railways association Eurofima, the Commission told
journalists. The loan to the extent of EUR 30 million, or some CZK 860 million,
will go for the purchase of 20 modernised regional units Regionova, five
commuter trains and modernisation of six regional trains. The Commission said
the loan will have no impact on Ceske drahy performance. The Czech
government approved a guarantee for the loan in the middle of February.
Ceske drahy owns about 36,000 goods wagons and more than 4,500
passenger carriages, 95 electric commuter trains and about 790 motor-coach
trains. The average age of Ceske drahy vehicles is 25 years. (Source: Prague
Daily Monitor, 22 February 2006)

Sensational export success for Stadler Rail: 64 FLIRTs for suburban rail
trains in_ Algiers.

On March 18, 2006, the
Algerian federal railway
(SNTF) declared Stadler
Buss-nang AG as the
winner of the international
tender for the delivery of
64 electrical suburban
trains for Algiers. The
SNTF will procure 64 4-
part FLIRT railcars (Fast
Light Innovative Regional
Turbo-train), an order
e s worth approximately 600
million Swiss Francs. Delivery will begin at the second half of 2008 and will go
until the end of 2010. The Algerian federal railway (SNTF) published an
international tender for the procurement of 64 electrical suburban trains for
Algiers in the summer of 2005. Last Saturday, it was announced that Stadler
was able to win this tender. With this, the FLIRT vehicle design Stadler offers
was able to prevail once again on the international market against heavy
competition. Since 2002, Stadler has already been able to sell 244 FLIRTs in
Switzerland, Germany, Hungary, and now, even in Algeria. Peter Jenelten,
Executive Vice President of Marketing and Sales of the Stadler Rail Group:
“This order is the biggest single order that we've ever been able to win, and
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demonstrates the international competitiveness of the Stadler Rail Group. We
have always centred our products on the demands of rail operators and
passengers. The design and modularity of the FLIRT prove that we have
actually met the market demands of the modern suburban railway traffic. The
contract with the SNTF should take effect by the middle of the year. The order
for the 64 FLIRTS is worth approximately 600 million Swiss Francs. The
delivery of replacement parts, the delivery of a simulator, technical assistance
and the maintenance of the trains over a period of 10 years is also part of the
order. The vehicles will be produced completely in Switzerland and delivered to
Algiers. The Swiss production and added-value proportion for the vehicles is
more than 80%. This order involves more than 1 million production hours, and if
you count the hours of the subcontractors as well, this number is doubled,
which amounts to very high employment. The FLIRT for the SNTF is an electric
(25 kV/50 Hz) 4-part railcar with up to 1000 standing spaces and 136 seats and
only has a 2nd class for suburban rail use. In order to handle the large
passenger volume in Algiers, up to 4 FLIRTs can be coupled together, so that
up to 4000 passengers can be transported. For the quick
embarking/disembarking of passengers, the FLIRT has 8 doors on each side.
The maximum speed is 160 km/h. The FLIRT is distinguished by its excellent
acceleration capacity of 1.2 m/s2. The FLIRTs will be put into operation in the
Algiers suburban railway network.

Slovakia To Halt Rail Cargo Sell-Off

The privatisation of Slovakia® wholly state-owned cargo railway company will
not go forward, Hungarian broadsheet Népszabadsag has reported on
Thursday. Hungarian railway company MAV was ditched from the sell-off
earlier. The paper said the sale could fall through due to the threats of the
largest opposition party, which declared that it would have the government
ousted if they carried on with the privatisation, the paper said. Any privatisation
for the Slovakian cabinet is a tough nut to crack, given that not only the
opposition but generally the whole nation is against such deals. If the
government decides to give in to the opposition, Prime Minister Mikulas
Dzurinda may just keep his minority position until early elections on 17 June. A
privatisation committee has recommended a consortium of Rail Cargo Austria
AG and private-equity firm J&T Finance Group as the winner of the tendering
for ZSSK Cargo. Transport Minister Pavol Prokopovic confirmed on Wednesday
the government would not debate the transaction, which he had expected to
fetch 15-20 billion crowns (USD 480-640 million) for the state. "This will have a
very, very negative impact on ZSSK Cargo," Reuters reported Prokopovic as
telling journalists after a government meeting. "Estimates show several
hundreds of millions of crowns in direct damages," he added. Prokopovic said
his main concern was that bidders in the tendering, ZSSK Cargo® competitors,
had had a chance to study its business plans and strategic intentions. (Source:
portfolio.hu, 23 February 2006)

1047 002-9

1047 002-9 am 08.02.06 in
Salzburg.

Photo: Maik Watzlawik (Click
on photo and scroll down to a
larger version of this photo.)

185 567-5

185 567-5 MRCE/Crossrail mit
Autozug am 11.2.2006 in Basel
Bad. Bhf. "Wir wissen nicht was
dieser freundliche Lokfuhrer .."
Foto: Stéphane Kolly (Click on
photo and scroll down to a larger
version of this photo.)




Hag has announced the release of the following items. Click on banner for the
list of new items for 2006 or the link at the bottom of this article.

BLS Re 420 green ex SBB

Betr. Nr. 420 503-5

Art. Nr. 042D AC-Digital

Art. Nr. 043 DC

Art. Nr. 043D DC-Digital

The Re 420 503 is an old Generation
Model that has been altered with NEM-
couplers and IC-steps with ladder.

BLS Re 420 siver ex SBB

Betr. Nr. 420 502-7

Art. Nr. 044D AC-Digital

Art. Nr. 045 DC

Art. Nr. 045D DC-Digital

The Re 420 502 is an old
Generation Model that has been
altered with NEM-couplers and IC-
steps with ladder.

Post LKW-Anhangerzug
Art. Nr. 531
Fr. 65.-

New items broschure for 2006 - click here Neuheitenblatt 2006 .

18 201

Am 18.03.06 konnte der Edelrenner 18 201 von Dampf-Plus wieder einmal
unter Dampf gesehen werden, es wurde der Sonderzug Dresden - Saalfeld
gefahren. Leider zeigte sich das Wetter im Saaletal nicht von seiner besten
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Seite (Uwe Bohme, Sebastian Bollmann, Dirk Einsiedel, Klaus Erbeck, Peter
Hirschfeld, LVT, Dieter Muller, Albrecht Pilz, 20.03.06).

94791541 101-3

Sz 541-101 am Mittwoch,
den 15.03.2006 in Bonn (km
35,6) auf dem Weg in
Richtung Heimat
aufgenommen. Photo: Xilo
(Click on photo and scroll
down to a larger version of
this photo.)

New Tarus version 3 released

The OBB 1216 226 is now
promoting Austria being chair of the
European Union at this moment. It
has a very striking new promotion
livery, a larger picture here or click
on the photo at left. More photos
here and here (click on “akteulles”).
Press release here.

500 1608

MRCE/ERS G2000 500 1608
mit Containerzug am
19.3.2006 zwischen Spay und
Boppard. Photo: Wolfram
Wittsiepe (Click on photo and
scroll down to a larger version
of this photo.)

Ukraine. State Enterprise

"Ukrzaliznytsya" (UZ) Plans To Construct Suburban Railway Along
Crimean Black Sea Coast.

It will connect all resort cities of the peninsula and it is meant not only for
transportation but also for excursion tours. Cargo or passengers are meant to
move from Yevpatoria along the sea coast as far as the west ports or
settlements of the Crimea. In experts@pinion such a rail way is likely to be
constructed in less than a year, provided that necessary funds are available.
(Source: http://www.nrcu.gov.ua/, 6 March 2006)

Cross Rail Re 4/4 11l

Cross Rail 436 113 (ex RM,
ex EBT) is in Winterthur to
have ECTS installed. It has
been used locally for freight
movements until all the parts
arrive.
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The next meeting will take place at 7:00PM on Friday April 7™ at Gordon and Gwen Lokke’s in Roseville.
Their address is 1604 Revere Drive, Roseville CA and their phone number is 916-786-9423. Refreshments
(last name): A — H desserts; | — O soft drinks; P — Z crackers & dip.

Directions from downtown Sacramento:

A. Interstate 80 (East) to Riverside Dr.

B. Go over the freeway to Cirby. Left onto Cirby.

C. Cirby to Foothills Blvd. Right onto Foothills Blvd.

D. Foothills Blvd to Junction Blvd.

E. Left on Junction Blvd.

F. Revere Drive is the second right from Foothills Blvd.

G. Right on Revere Drive. House is 2" or 3" one in on the right.
$ v % "

Sacramento Chapter
C/O G. F. Fischer
4322 Wendover Ct.
Fair Oaks CA 95628



