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There was no official business meeting, but please see the President’s message for the latest “skinny” on what took place…. 
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Hi All, 
For those of you who could not make the Light Rail event, a few words. . . 
The Light Rail event, (in spite of some problems at breakdown time), I feel was a success!   Most everyone from the Mod Group participated, and one new 
member, Taylor Brian in particular, spent all of Friday evening and all day Saturday continuously all the way through most of the breakdown helping out.  Thanks 
Taylor, for hanging in there for what must have been a new challenge for you!   
I had many positive comments from various Light Rail people who appreciated our layout, although I have to say that some of the things we ran were not entirely 
in keeping with the main objective of the event. (It©s Light Rail!) Aside from that minor picky observation, I think we did very well!   
I wish to thank Klaus for setting up a display on a separate table of many model street cars/trolleys/trams, each labeled from various countries.  He also had 
prepared a 3 ring binder with photos and descriptions of each, which many Light Rail people found quite interesting, including yours truly!  And guess what?  We 
have been invited back, especially by Chris Ottman, Safety Officer, Rubin, and Mark Lonergan, Director of Light Rail.  And of course, the food again was not only 
outstanding, but also plentiful.  Barbecued Tri-tip, roast beef, sausage, chicken, hot dogs with salads and all kinds of desserts and drinks to match, all free of 
cost!  Mark your calendars for next year! 
Oh, and thanks to the people who donated their time to setup, running the trains, and tearing down at the end.  A lot of people were on hand for the setup on 
Friday, which was really gratifying and showed we still have a lot of enthusiasm. 
Thilo 
"The Prez" 
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1. June – John Groesz’s home in Cool 
2. July – ? 
3. August– EuroWest  
4. September - Diane Yeoman 

5. October ? 
6. November – IRF 
7. December – Kris Kindl and Christmas Party
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101 140-2 
101 140 on 20. September 
2003 in St. Goar.      
Photo: Wolfram Wittsiepe 
(Click on photo for a larger 
version) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Deutsche Bahn plans daily trains to China 
German rail operator Deutsche Bahn AG is seeking to increase its cooperation 
with China, with the ultimate goal of running daily freight trains from Germany to 
Shanghai by 2008, the company head said. During a trip to Russia at the end of 
April with German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Deutsche Bahn chief Hartmut 
Mehdorn signed an agreement of cooperation with the Russian rail operator that 
foresees setting up a joint logistics operation to run trains through Siberia -- 
which makes up the main stretch of the journey between Europe and China. 
"With a transport time of nine days, we can reach Shanghai two weeks faster 
than a ship and of course carry more freight than an airplane," Mehdorn said. 
(Source: www.forbes.com, 4 May 2006) 
 

“I have had an interesting 
conversation this week with an 
extremely knowledgeable person in 
the industry who attended the recent 

show in Nürnberg.  According to my source, the holding company, which has 
been the subject of recent posts to this web site, is in discussion with 
Bachman.  Bachman is negotiating to buy the entire Roco line.  They intend to 
move all  
production to China. If they are successful in their bid to take over Roco, many 
items will be come available again but prices will be 30-40 percent lower 
because of the manufacturing base in China and the cheaper labor costs.  We©ll 
see what transpires in the weeks to come.” Message from birdrcb2@cs.com on 
Roco Modeltrain Yahoo group (4 May 2006). (Nothing has been heard since on 
this subject. - ed.) 
 
Railway in Poland: New Rail Connections Between Poland And Germany 
Polish minister of transport and housing Jerzy Polaczek and his German 
colleague Wolfgang Tiefensee signed a declaration of cooperation on 
developing rail connections between the two countries. The declaration is 
concentrating on building new rail bridges over the rivers Oder and Nysa and 
further usage of existing bridges. The German side declared that it is ready to 
build a new rail bridge over Oder in Frankfurt. Poland will build a bridge over 
Nysa in Horka. The two countries are planning to sign a bilateral agreement 
regulating the scope of both side©s responsibilities for border rail bridges. We 
wish to create a fair division of responsibility - spokesman of the German 
ministry said adding that the agreement will cover at least 10 bridges. The 
German side is planning to start building a new rail bridge over Oder in 
Frankfurt this year and finish in 15 months. Also it is planned that the 160 km/h 
modernization of 58 km section of Frankfurt/Oder - Berlin line from Erkner and 
Frankfurt will be finalized this year. The section from Frankfurt to the Polish 
border will be modernized in 2009 and the Berlin - Erkner section in 2012. The 
cost of the whole project is worth EUR 539m. The Berlin-Frankfurt-Poznan-
Warsaw route is the main rail link between Poland and Germany. (Source: 
Railway Market magazine, 5 May 2006) 

 
Railway in Czech Rep: Viamont Wants To Offer New Passenger 
Connections In Karlove Vary Region 
Czech rail operator Viamont is planning to introduce new rail connections 
in Karlovy Vary region. It is most probable that the company will take over from 
Ceske Drahy the service from Karlove Vary to Mariánské Lázn� . What is more 
Viamont would like to o operate on routes Karlove Vary - Potu� ky, Cheb -
 Hranice, Cheb - Luby. The Karlove Vary voivodship is launching a tender 
procedure willing to obtain a better offer - faster and cheaper. "Viamont is willing 
to offer rail services on a number of routes in Karlove Vary region" Jaroslav 
Cempirek of Viamont©s Kraslice division. "If the conditions of operating on these 

routes will allow our participation we are willing to enter. These conditions 
cannot be that hard" he added. Viamont won the contract to operate on the 
Karlove Vary to Mariánské Lázn�  route. The company will start with its services 
with the new timetable by the end of the year as the infrastructure manager 
SZDC prolonged CD©s contract for using these routes even though Viamont 
applied for it in time.   

The main reason that the local authorities are seeking competition between 
operators is the necessity to change the timetable. The spokesperson of the 
voivodship©s government said "the operator cannot be the only party to 
participate in creating the timetable".  The voivodship is planning to create time 
zones in which the trains will run. The future operator has to determine by what 
price is he willing to operate said the voivodship©s spokesperson. Looking 
forward for the changes the voivodship is hoping to save some money. The 
trains will run when people will be willing to travel. Also changes are expected 
when competition between operators appears. The voivodshop expects that the 
time of travel will shorten and the new timetable will introduce regular time 

gaps. (Source: www.ekonomika.idnes.cz, Marcel Štancl, 4 May 2006) 
 
23 071 und 50 3654 operating again 

  
On the 6th and 7th of May the SSF (Stoomtrein Stichting Fryslan) had steam 
trains running in Friesland (Netherlands). More information here (Florian 
Scholten, 08.05.06).  
 
Railway in South Eastern Europe: Transport Ministers Sign Cooperation 
Agreement 
On May 4th the leaders of ten Southeast European countries adopted a 
declaration in Thessaloniki affirming their commitment to Euro-Atlantic 
integration and stronger regional co-operation. The agreement was followed by 
transport ministers© of the South-East European Co-operation Process member 
countries signatures under a rail agreement on setting the stage for the creation 
of a regional network in a quadrant of Europe notorious for substandard rail 
services.The heads of states and governments of the countries gathered in the 
South-East European Co-operation Process (SEECP) voiced their commitment 
4 May to Euro-Atlantic integration, enhancing ties with the EU and boosting 
overall regional co-operation. "We are working to transform the region into a 
European area of stability, co-operation and prosperity," said a declaration 
adopted at the summit. Dubbed "Together in Europe", the statement described 
EU accession as a primary goal of countries in the region. The SEECP, created 
during a meeting in Sofia in 1996, includes Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(BiH), Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia-Montenegro and 
Turkey. Moldova, which has been attending the SEECP meetings as an 
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observer, was accepted on Wednesday as a full-fledged member of the now 
ten-nation group. Greece is the only EU member among them. Bulgaria and 
Romania are scheduled to join the Union in January 2007, while Croatia and 
Turkey began their membership talks in October. Macedonia is awaiting a start 
date for its own accession negotiations, while Albania, BiH and Serbia-
Montenegro are in earlier phases of the EU integration process. Participants in 
the Thessaloniki summit agreed that negotiations on the expansion of the 
Central European Free Trade Agreement (CEFTA), which currently includes 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Macedonia and Romania, should be completed by the end of 
September. The new free trade pact would include also Albania, BiH, Moldova, 
Serbia-Montenegro and the province of Kosovo, and would replace a labyrinth 
of existing bilateral free trade agreements. The leaders also agreed on the need 
for an institutional strengthening of the SEECP to ensure that it is able to take 
up some of the responsibilities of the Stability Pact, address issues that directly 
concern and affect the region, and enhance its EU prospects. On the same 
day the transport ministers of the SEECP member countries signed a rail 
agreement in Thessaloniki setting the stage for the creation of a regional 
network in a quadrant of Europe notorious for substandard rail services, the 
Greek news agency ANA-MPA reported. The agreement foresees the 
development of a total of 16 rail axes in the Balkans, reducing travel times and 
speeding up border checks via hi-tech on-board police and customs screening. 
A number of bilateral meetings were held on the sidelines of the summit, 
including between the prime ministers of Greece and Turkey, Costas 
Karamanlis and Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Noting the improved dialogue between 
Athens and Ankara in recent years, the two leaders agreed on the need for 
further improvement in bilateral ties, and set $5 billion as a target for the volume 
of bilateral trade in the coming years. The Thessaloniki summit also marked the 
end of Greece©s chairmanship of the SEECP. Croatia will be at the helm of the 
organisation until May 2007, when the rotating one-year chairmanship is 
assumed by Bulgaria. (Source: Southeast European Times, 4 May 2006)  

 
New scheme for a 460 Valais/Wallis is advertising travel in the canton of 
Valais/Wallis and the new Lötschberg tunnel. 

  
Photos: Markus Blaser, 08.05.06 (Click on either photo and scroll down for the 
second photo for larger versions of these photos) See also here and click on 
the photos to enlarge or here and scroll down.) 
 
465 004-0 

BLS Re 465 004-0 + 465 
008-1 with a RoLa from 
Germany to Italy by Lalden 
on 14.04.2006. Photo: Mario 
Stefani (Click on photo for a 
larger version) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hupac Shuttle Net expands 
To meet rising demand for alpine transit, the Swiss intermodal operator Hupac 
is responding with an expanding network on the main traffic axes Germany - 
Italy and Benelux - Italy. The further expansion of the Italian gateway 
connection via Busto creates new opportunities to the south and east of Milano.  
Since early March Hupac have been running a daily connection between Busto 
Arsizio and Mannheim Handelshafen as part of its Shuttle Net. This has been 
made possible by a new operational concept of the Busto - Frankfurt FIT 
shuttle, which now makes an intermediate stop at Mannheim. Since the start of 
April there has also been a new shuttle train between Rotterdam RSC and 
Mannheim Handelshafen. “With one departure each day in each direction, this 
new connection creates additional capacity on the much in demand link 
between the Netherlands and the Rhein-Main area,” says Peter Howald Director 

of Intermodal Services at the Hupac Group. “In addition, the new connection 
improves, through integration with the existing Rotterdam - Ludwigshafen 
connection, the flexibility and stability of our traffic network”. Also very 
interesting is the large number of networking opportunities. “From Rotterdam 
RSC, consignments can be forwarded directly via the Short Sea and Deep Sea 
quays to Great Britain, Ireland, Norway and overseas,” explains Peter Howald.  
Greater capacity has also been created in the traffic between Belgium and Italy. 
From the middle of April, a direct shuttle started running between Antwerpen 
and Padova. For the growing transport market between Belgium and north-east 
Italy, there are now three departures per week and per direction, with attractive 
schedules from Day A to Day C. From the end of April there is a daily shuttle 
train between Genk and Busto without an intermediate stop in Frankfurt. The 
discontinuance of the wagon group from/to Frankfurt has freed additional 
capacity, which will be absorbed by the growing market in the South of Belgium.  
The expanded Busto Arsizio-Gallarate terminal creates new opportunities for 
extending the Italian gateway traffic. As early as September 2005 a new daily 
feeder train was launched between Padova and Busto. For early June 2006 
Hupac is planning to introduce a daily feeder between Busto and Fiorenzuola 
near Parma. This train will make it possible to connect Emilia-Romagna and 
Tuscany to the international intermodal network via Busto. In Fiorenzuola there 
are opportunities for continuing into Latium and to Sicily. Hupac’s transalpine 
trains run on the principle of integrated end-to-end traction responsibility by the 
railway companies involved. The main rail operator for the Busto - 
Mannheim/Frankfurt train is Trenitalia Cargo. For traction of the shuttle train 
Genk - Busto the Belgian rail operator Dillen & Le Jeune Cargo takes 
responsibility. The Rotterdam - Mannheim connection has been entrusted to 
Rail4Chem. SBB Cargo handles the Antwerpen - Padova shuttle, and Trenitalia 
Cargo also handles the Busto - Fiorenzuola train. Hupac is the leading rail-
transport provider of intermodal transit through the Swiss Alps and Europe’s 
second ranking company in transporting containers, swap bodies, semi-trailers, 
and trucks by rail. Hupac Ltd was founded in 1967. Hupac operates a network 
with more than 80 trains a day between Europe’s most important business 
centres (continental transport) as well as between the major ports and the 
European hinterlands (maritime shipping). In 2005 Hupac transported a total of 
519.160 consignments (equivalent to 1.194.068 TEU) (+15,9%). 495.659 
(1.139.809 TEU) were carried out as unaccompanied combined transport 
(+17,2%), whereas the Rolling Highway through the Gotthard registered the 
transport of 23.501 road vehicles (- 6,6%). The annual turnover was CHF 406,8 
million (EUR 262,7 million), and the profit for the year was CHF 6,5 million 
(EUR 4,2 million). Helena Kyster-Hansen Editor - X-Rail 
 

437 004 
The SNCF-Fret 437004 takes 
its freight train through the 
middle of Basle on it way to RB 
Muttenz (8.4.06) 
Photo: Philippe Jordi (Click on 
photo for a larger version) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Railway in Bulgaria: High Speed Rail Plans 
The Bulgarian cabinet approved on April 27 a draft agreement on the 
construction of a high-speed railway network in South East Europe. The 
document regulates co-operation among the countries in the region in railway 
transport and envisages the building of a prime-quality high-speed network of 
16 railway lines for cargo and passenger transport. Five of them will run across 
Bulgaria, passing through Sofia, Plovdiv, Stara Zagora, Varna, Bourgas, Gorna 
Oryahovitsa, Vidin and Rousse. The railway lines in South East Europe, the 
quality of which will high enough to be included in the high-speed network, as 
part of the Trans-European Network, the Pan-European Corridors or the South-
East railways, will permit speeds of 160km/h, reaching 220km/h in some 
sections, by 2020. (Source: The Sofia Echo, 8 May 2006) 
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Our next meeting will be at John Groesz’s house in Cool on June 2nd at 7:00 PM.  John address is 2440 Cascade Trail, Cool, CA 95614.  His 
phone number is 530 889-9540.  Refreshments: A – H Finger Food or salads; I – O Desserts; P – Z Drinks.  

 

The directions are as follows (these directions are from John himself): 
  

A. From Sacramento take I 80 east to Auburn. 
B. Take the Hwy 49 south exit ( to Placerville) 
C. Follow Hwy. 49 into the American River Canyon and at approx. 3 miles follow Hwy. 49 when it makes a right turn over the American 

River. At this point you will ascend back out of the canyon and in approx. 3 miles will find yourselves in the megalopolis of Cool, Ca. 
D. At the stop sign in Cool turn left. This is Ca. state Hwy 193. Follow this road .8 miles and on the left you will find the entrance to 

Auburn Lake Trails. There is also a sign on the Hwy announcing the entrance to Auburn Lake Trails. 
E. Turn left and drive up to the Gate house and tell them who you want to see. (I will let them know the ETE group is coming.) This was 

the easy part. 
F. From the gate house stay on this road (American River Trail) .  
G. At the third stop sign turn left (Sweetwater Trail) and follow this winding up and down road. From the gate house to the Cascade Trail 

turnoff is 5.0 miles 
H. Make a right turn on Cascade Trail. (The road on the left or opposite side is Indian Trail. Do not take this road as people who have 

turned off here have never been seen again.).  
I. Our house is on the right hand side off the street.  
J. If it makes it any easier , just ask for a map at the gate house. (Also note that there is only one road that runs from west to east in this 

development, that is American River Trail and Sweetwater Trail. All other roads either dead end or loop back around to the main west 
to east or east to west artery.) 

K. Hope this helps, if anybody has any questions feel free to call me. 
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