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A. There was no business meeting. 
B. See the back page for the September meeting announcement. 
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A. “Snacks” 

B. Modules 

1. SMR Lightweight construction 

2. Ian Lorenzen clinic schedule? 

C. Railfair 

D. Video tape/DVD if there is time and 
interest 
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October - Klaus 
November – IRF 

December – Kris Kindl Markt Show at the 
Turnverein  
December - Christmas Party
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Budapest Withdraws Combino Trams From Service 
Siemens AG, Germany's largest maker of trains, temporarily took some 
Budapest streetcars out of service to fix glitches such as irregular power 
supply or faulty doors that appeared after the vehicles started running this 
month. 
The six Combino trams built by Munich-based Siemens began regular service 
on July 15, and the faults that subsequently appeared require „small 
adjustments” that may take a few days to complete, said Joachim Stark, a 
spokesman for Siemens's transportation division, by telephone. Siemens had 
to set aside about �  400 million ($511 million) in 2004 to cover repair work on 
Combino streetcars that revealed cracks in their bodies. Siemens, which is 
Germany's largest engineering company and also makes high-speed trains as 
well as rail equipment, was forced to redesign the Combino following the 
recall, and the Budapest models are of the new type. Budapest Mayor Gábor 
Demszky asked BKV Zrt, Budapest's public transport company, to withdraw 
the trams from traffic until reasons for their repeated breakdowns are revealed 
and their safe operation is guaranteed, the mayor's office said in a statement 
today. Demszky also sent a letter yesterday to Siemens Zrt, the unit of the 
company in the country, asking the company's chief executive to improve the 
safety of the operation of the trams and to speed necessary works on the 
vehicles. (Source: bbj.hu, 1 August 2006) 
 
Eisenbahnmuseum Mulhouse  

American in Paris? Not quite, but very close.  This is a North American built 
141 R of the SNCF and it currently resides in the Cité du train the French 
railroad museum in Mulhouse. Weight 115 metric Tons, Max speed 100 km/h. 
Text and Photos: Adrian Keusen.  Click on photo or title for the whole story 
and more and larger photos. 
 
ES 64 F4 099  

Am 1.8.2006 in Milano 
Cadorna Ferrovie Nord. E189 
999 hat eine neue 
Doppelstockeinheit EMU 
hintersich, die „TSR“ genannt 
wird (Treno pro Servizi 
Regionali). Aus der Caserta 
Fabrik von FIREMA. Diese 
Kombination ist die erste von 
27 (18 drei Wagon + 9 fünf 
Wagon Einheiten) die durch 
„LeNord“ (ehemals Ferrovie 
Nord Milano Trasporti) für 
regionale Dienstleistungen 

genutzt werden. Photo and Copyright: Maurizio Fantini 
 
012 066  

  
Bei bewölktem und dunklen Wetter hab ich am 05.08.06 die 012 066-7 mit 

zehn Schnellzugwagen auf der Hin- und Rückfahrt in Meppen gesichtet. 
Wieder eine tolle Leistung der Lok, dem Personal auf der Lok und den 
Veranstaltern (Alfred Oosting, 07.08.06). 
 
012 066 #2 

  

  
Am 5. August 2006 war 012 066-7 des Historischen Dampfschnellzug e.V. mit 
dem aus 10 Wagen gebildeten, 426 Tonnen schweren DPE 88964/88965 von 
Münster nach Norddeich Mole und zurück unterwegs. Die Bilder zeigen die in 
ihre alte Heimat zurückgekehrte 01.10 in Norddeich, in Norddeich Mole und bei 
der Ausfahrt aus Meppen Sandor und Marko Nicklich, 08.08.06). 
 
Gastein-Express 

  
 The photos: 
1: 1020.47 with Lz 32293 arriving in 
Spittal-Millstättersee on the evening of  
28. Juli 2006 
2: Early morning preparation before 
leaving  Lp 32290 Bf Spittal-
Millstättersee 29. Juli 2006 
3: Sdz 16290 "Gastein-Express" (Bad 
Gastein - Passau) set to leave Bf Bad 
Gastein on 29. Juli 2006. Photos & 
Information: Gerold Ennsmann, 
28./29.07.2006 (06.08.2006)�

Eurotunnel Wins Bankruptcy Protection 
EUROTUNNEL’s bid to secure protection from creditors opposed to a 
restructuring of its £6.2 billion debts was approved by the French courts on 
August 2. The troubled company now has a six-month period to restructure its 
finances and strike a deal with its creditors. (Source International Railway 
Journal)�
 
A new Crossroads for Europe's Railways After EU Expansion 
Earlier this year, the hub of Europe's railway network moved well to the east as 
10 countries, formerly part of the Soviet Union, accessed to the European 
Union. The countries are Cyprus, the Czech and Slovak Republics, Estonia, 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland and Slovenia. This near-doubling in 
size of the EU is matched by its plans to improve railways throughout Europe 
led by 10 so-called Helsinki Corridors, intermodal road and rail links that will 
provide fast and reliable passenger and freight transport throughout the region 
with links eastward to Asia. Today, the Czech Republic stands at the 
crossroads of Europe. It straddles the north/south Helsinki corridor that will run 
from Gdansk on Poland's Baltic coast, between the Alps and the Carpathian 
mountains to Ploce on the Adriatic coast of Croatia; and the route from 
western Europe to the Russian plains. It is also on the route of Trans 
European corridor IV that runs from Berlin to Istanbul. Viktor Meca, 
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spokesman for the Ministry of Transport of the Czech Republic told RII that the 
ministry's basic priority is the modernisation of the main rail tracks in the 
national transit corridors and modernisation of the regional network to bring 
them in line with the many programmes initiated by the EU such as the trans-
European transport network (TETN), trans-European networks (TEN) and 
transport infrastructure needs assessment (TINA). There is much to do. The 
country's rail network is, after Switzerland, the densest network in Europe. "A 
track electrification programme will be implemented gradually, mainly on tracks 
in the transit corridors and tracks that have international significance. But the 
extent of this work will depend on there being a surplus of electricity capacity in 
Europe and the Czech Republic." This could depend on the final performance 
of the country's Temelin nuclear power station with its 2 000 MW of installed 
capacity, the largest power resource in the Czech Republic. Meca says: "The 
construction of high-speed tracks by the original target of 2010, as part of the 
Europe-wide network, is felt to be unrealistic at the moment, but the land for 
each corridor is already part of territorial plans. In time, the EU wants to 
guarantee a travel time close to four hours for the 280 km trip between Berlin 
and Prague with trains running at two-hour intervals." The Czech Republic is 
also behind in the implementation of the European Rail Transport 
Management System (ERTMS) although Meca expects a 200 km pilot project 
of the radio communication system GSM-R to be developed this year by the 
Vienna-based telecommunications company Kapsch Group and a pilot 
scheme to be implemented for the European Train Control System (ETCS) 
level 2 for train protection. At the moment, of the near-10 000 km of track in 
the country, just over a third has train radio and automatic block train 
protection. The Slovak Republic is also claiming to be on the crossroads of 
Europe, although the country does not have such a clear run to the east 
because of the barrier of the Carpathian Mountains. Dusan Turanovic, general 
director of the Department of Railways in the Ministry of Transport, Posts and 
Telecommunications, said: "Early on, Slovakia became aware of the 
importance of adapting its transportation network to present world needs. It 
has run an ambitious project and should have electrified the entire rail system 
by the year 2010 and added a supplementary high-speed rail system between 
Bratislava and Vienna Airport and to Poland and the Ukraine. This Department 
works closely with the country's Transport Research Institute (TRI). Its 
research activities cover engineering and technology, operation, economy, 
legislation, management and tourism." While the Czech and Slovak Republics 
occupy strategic positions in the expanded European Union, Poland is 
important because of its size. Geographically, it is the largest country of the 10 
to join the EU and is the gateway from western Europe to the Baltic and to the 
east. It is a scene of major changes in the railway sector. The first stage of the 
Polish State Railways' (PKP) restructuring has been completed. The most 
important was the formation of a number of companies derived from the PKP. 
Some of them will be the subject of privatisation. A number of municipalities 
are interested in getting foreign help in running local services. Winning 
businesses in this sector requires imagination and patience, but the potential 
prospects are huge. Many Polish airports have large development plans. The 
road distribution network is already stretched, with increasing demands being 
made on it by foreign retailers including hypermarkets, so rail opportunities 
exist in this area. For the rest of the article, click here.�
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Ge 4/4 III 651 with new the 
"Premium Glacier Express” on 
04.05.06 near Illanz.  Photo 
and Copyright: Urs Jossi 
(Click on photo for a larger 
version.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New TEM 18 Wide Gauge Locomotive for CZH (Poland) 
CZH SA, the company that is the 
owner of the International 
Logistic Center in S
awków spent 
EUR 0.5m on a new wide gauge 
locomotive TEM 18. S
awków is 
located on the end of the 400km 
1520 line going from the 
Ukraininan border to the 
International Logistic Center in 
S
awków. It is the first new wide 

gauge locomotive purchased in almost 30 years. In March 2005 PKP LHS, the 
company that operates on the wide gauge line, purchased two modernized 
ST44 diesel locomotives with Caterpillar 3516B HD engine. ST44-3001 and 
ST44-3002 were modernized by Fablok Chrzanów. The new locomotive 
(named Tamara) was ordered in Bryansk Engineering plant and is currently 
getting new paining. In H1 2006 International Logistic Cebter in S
awków 
increased turnover by 70%. In 2005 it was EUR 2.5m and in H1 2006 EUR 
1.8m. (Source: Railway Market magazine, 8 August 2006) 
New Freight Locomotive for Russia 

  
The Novocherkassk Electric Locomotive Plant produces its first Russian DC 
freight locomotive class 2ES4K. It should be noted that Russian enterprises 
have not developed a DC freight locomotives for more than 20 years. The 
development and manufacturing of the electric locomotive have been 
performed in the shortest time under the program of supplying JSC Russian 
Railways with new generation railway equipment. It must be said that 2ES4K is 
the first electric locomotive to be produced with the use of some elements of 
the single platform principle, the full implementation of which would allow to cut 
both the price of traction rolling stock itself and the costs of its operation. It 
should also be noted that this is the first electric locomotive to be fully 
designed and manufactured with own funds. 2ES4K class main line two-unit 
DC locomotive is designed to replace the VL10 and VL11 series electric 
locomotives. 2ES4K has the following significant advantages over these types 
of electric locomotives: 
16 percent increase in one hour rating; 7 to 12 percent reduction in specific 
energy consumption; the time between maintenance operations was increased 
from 72 hours to 120 hours; 22 percent lower repair costs; 15 percent better 
tractive performance; operation in a multiple-unit pattern is possible; a 
microprocessor-based control system is installed to control the locomotive’s 
electrical equipment, providing for automation of traction/braking control 
processes and prompt detection and correction of various faults; 
regenerative/dynamic braking of the electric locomotive is possible; the electric 
locomotive’s auxiliaries system, including auxiliary machines and an excitation 
converter, is fed from an auxiliary static converter based on IGBT transistors; 
the driver’s cab is equipped with state-of-the-art control system and meets all 
requirements for ergonomics, as well high standards for noise and heat 
insulation; and others. It will be remembered that the new 2ES4K electric 
locomotive was presented on August 3, along with other new models of rolling 
stock produced by Transmashholding’s enterprises to meet the needs of the 
Russian Railways, at an exhibition held in Saint Petersburg to celebrate 
Railway Worker Day. For further information and a technical description of 
2ES4K please see here. (Sources: Transmashholding, lok-report.de, Railway 
Market Magazine, & Railcolornet) (Click on title and scroll down for larger 
photos and more text.) 
RAe TEE 

  

  
Swiss national holiday (Aug 1 – same as our July 4) sees a special run of the 
Rae TEE for SBB Historic with a trip from Basel to Melide and back. (Daniel 
Wipf, www.bahnpics.com, 07.08.06). 
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