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Chapter Meeting Saturday, April 14, 1:00-5:00
Hiller Aviation M useum, 601 Skyway Road San Carlos CA 94070

Host: Peter Barnes
Joe Freese does his presentation on British Trains.
Refreshments: Please bring items listed if your LAST name starts with:
H-O : Desserts P-Z: Drinks A-G : Finger foods

Future Chapter Meetings

April 14 — Hiller Museum — 610 Skyway Road.
San Carlos, CA —Module SIG event for 2 weeks !!

May 12 — West Bay RR Club — 1090 Merril Street
Menlo Park, CA — This is for the DC guys!!

June 9 — Western Railroad Museum in Rio Vista CA.
Picnic and get together with the Sacramento Chapter !
This is also a SWAP MEET!!!!

Upcoming Module SIG Events

See further into the newsletter for this years
events!

MEETING MINUTES FROM MARCH 10, 2007

Call to Order:

A regular meeting was called to order by Chris Vais at
2:00PM, was held at the Generations Church in San
Carlos hosted by Don and Mary Winslow. ETE
Thanks Don and Mary Winslow for allowing us to
hold our meeting at their church.

Treasurers Report:

A reminder, Dues are due! Edwin Rikkleman will be
collecting dues.

Current balance From Ed is $5600.00

Have news?

We will publish amost anything you can write as
long asit hasto do with TRAINS!

NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE WILL BE THE 25
OF EACH MONTH! Email articlesto:
ETENEW S@sbcglobal .net

Unfinished Business:

- Status on the EI Camino Medica Center
layout, the layout will be completed, March
28th.

Euro West 2007. First planning meeting was
held this morning.




@ SF Bay Area Chapter News  April 2007

New Business:

A. Newsletter:

1. We need feedback, how did the distribution
work out this month? Distribution was handled
by Jens Ullman. .

2. Important: Submission cutoff date is the 25"
of the month. So if you want to submit an
article you must have is in by no later than
February 25M, Submit to
ETENEW S@sbcglobal .net

3. Those who want a hardcopy make sure Jens
Ullman has your current mailing address.

Club shirts, Chris Vais would like to know about who
would be interested in Club dress shirts with pockets.
Chris passed around a list asking members what type
of club shirt, including size and quantity so we can get
an idea of who want what type of club shirt, and how
many. Cost for Polo shirts are $21-23, Regular
collared long sleeve shirt with pocket 100% cotton soft
twill, Navy Blue with embroidered logo Cost $25-28.

EUROSNIPS. BY. JIM.RECKER

TGV-Est L aunched and Ready For World Record

PARIS, March 15 — After five years of colossal effort,
the French will soon have a new high-speed train
linking Paris to the eastern borders of the country. An
inaugural TGV train glided out of the Paris Gare de
I'Est on the afternoon of March 15 with some 300
passengers, including the minister of Transportation,
Dominique Perben, financia partners, and alarge
number of SNCF managers. Around the same time,
another TGV train left Strasbourg, with both trains
meeting up at the Lorraine town of Louvigny, where
more governmental and railway officials, the town
mayor and other dignitaries participated in
inauguration ceremonies.

The celebration was highlighted by a specia fireworks
display, the longest and the fastest in the world, which
ran along 300 kilometers of the new linein three
minutes — at a speed of 5400 km/h (3,355 mph)!

This project required three years of planning and 5
years of constructions, involved over 10,000 workers,
and cost just over €3.125 billion (US$4.15 hillion).
There are 38 bridges, and more than 12,000 catenary

posts! Thisnew TGV Est line is expected to seeits
first trains and paying passengers starting on June 10™,
running at a*“cruising speed” of 320 km/h (200 mph).

Thisnew rail link is actually the first segment of a
trans-European rail axis between Paris and Budapest,
with a planned completion date in 2020. In the
meantime, starting this summer, rail passengers will be
able to get from Paristo Strasbourg in 2.5 hours, to
Luxembourg in just over 2 hours, and to Frankfurt in 3
hours 45 minutes (currently 6:15). Thisrail lineisaso
thefirst “interoperable” LGV linein Europe asit uses
both the French LGV and ERTMS-2 signaling. ICE
train traffic will eventually be permitted on thisline,

all the way to Paris.

As the SNCF begins full testing, on either April 3% or
5 (depending on the weather), an attempt will be
made to beat the old TGV record of 513.3 km/h, dating

—

from 1990: “Operation V150" (150 meters a second)
will bring together manufacturer Alstom, RFF (French
rail services) and the SNCF (the TGV operator). There
isarumor they may attempt to reach even 600 km/h
(370 mph).

This special speed record train will consist of two
locomotive units and three “duplex” passenger cars,
The biggest challenge to overcome will be the
“catenary spasms’, which occurs when the trains

( ey -,_-;._
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catches up to the shock wave its own pantograph
creates a high speeds. Alstom islooking forward to
testing is new AGV technologies, which will be
standard on all TGV over the next ten years, enabling
TGV cruising speeds of 360 km/h (225 mph).

M érklin Employee Protest

GOPPINGEN, March 18 — Mé&rklin staff members
walked off the job for a day to demonstrate outside the
model train maker’ s headquarters and voice their
concerns regarding upcoming layoffs announced by
the firm’s new owners, British holding company,
Kingbridge.

ThelG

. Metal
employee
sunion
has made
| little
progress
in recent
collective
bargainin
g with

s e Maérklin
management. Four hundred employees have aready
been laid off over the last two years. Now Kingbridge
has announced that the Marklin factory in Sonneberg
will be shut down with aloss of 221 jobs. Later in this
year, 30 other workers will laid off at the Trix factory
in NUrnberg, and a further 120 in GOppingen.

Union officials complain that Kingbridge's new policy
of 'maximizing profits by outsourcing to Chinaand
Hungary would only cheapen the Marklin and Trix
product lines. IG Metall is also upset that the recent
20% increase in productivity at Trix apparently had no
apparent effect in the decision making process.

Fireleadsto suspension of all Eurostar and some
Victoria services

LONDON, March 16 — A seriousline-sidefireled to
the suspension of al Eurostar servicesto and from
Waterloo International and delayed local Southeastern
train services to and from Victoria station. The
incident in south-west London led the fire service to
issue a 200 meter hazard zone around a suspect

cylinder. Conseguently, Network Rail were instructed
to close nearby railway lines, resulting in the
cancellation of local rail and Eurostar services.

Servicesfor Eurostar were finally ableto returnto a
regular schedule three days later. Eurostar issued a
statement on Friday afternoon apologizing to effected
passengers and offering to refund or exchange all
tickets.

Narrowing gauge forced train off rails

LONDON, March 2 — Investigations into the last
month’srail derailment and crash in Lambrigg found
that the immediate cause was the switches at that
location, a“facing” type where one line divergesinto
two in the direction of travel.

One of the three stretcher bars, which keep the moving
“switch rails’ at the correct distance apart, was
missing. Another stretcher bar had bolts missing.
Some bolts, nuts and washers were found in the ballast
after the accident. It meant the switch blades were
misaligned, and attempted to guide the left hand train
wheselsto the right, while the right hand wheels were
being guided straight ahead. With the gauge
narrowing, the wheels of the Glasgow-bound Virgin
Pendolino were forced to ride up over the rails and
derail.

The crossover switches were used only for emergency
movements. The investigating board had not been able
to discover when the switches were last used when it
published its report.

How many lives did the Pendolino Save?
LONDON, March 2 — If Pendolino designers had
wanted to prove the train’ s crashworthiness, derailing
one at 95mph and rolling it down an embankment
would have been a severe test. Even one death in the
Grayrigg crash is atragedy, but the images of the
wreckage and the fatalities from previous high-speed
accidents bought home how much worse it could have
been.

It was atribute to engineers for the original design of
the trains which were assembled in Birmingham by
Alstom. Some of Virgin chairman Sir Richard
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Branson’s comments about the robustness of the

Pendolino were intended for a general audience; but

few would argue with his opinion that it is “built like a
tank”.

At an early stage
inthe
development of
the Pendolino,
testing proved the
design could cope
with crush loads
well above
national standards.
Alstom tested a cab section and a carriage end to
destruction. The driving ends withstood three times the
laid-down standard, the intermediate carriage ends
twice the standard. The cab area givesthe driver a
shell-like protection, while a crumple zone runs under
the cab from the front of the vehicle to protect the rest
of the structure.

The front end suffered damage, but the structure
“appears to have performed as designed” and the
windscreen did not break. Some carriage windows on
the left side of the train broke, as did afew on the
right, but the RAIB believes they were deliberately
smashed during the rescue operation.

New British High-Speed I ntercity Train Fleet
Could Cost Billions

LONDON, March 9 — The Intercity 125, the
workhorse of Britain's long-distance rail network, will
cost at least £1billion (US$1.95 hillion) to replace after
the government yesterday revealed plans for anew
generation of high-speed trains. The new trainswill be
introduced from 2014, the Department for Transport
said. At least 500 carriages are needed to replace the
30-year-old fleet but the final order could be for up to
2,000, which would value the deal at between £1
billion and £4 billion, with each carriage costing up to
£2 million.

Fret SNCF diesels are fruit of Franco-German
partnership

PARIS, February 28 — Thefirst of alarge fleet of
diesel-electric locos built by Alstom and Siemens will
shortly enter service with SNCF. Freight trains
between Caffiers and the Paris areawill be thefirst in
France to be hauled by Class 475000 locomotives, the

|atest addition to Fret SNCF' s traction fleet. These Bo-
Bo diesdl-electrics are destined to become Fret

SNCF s standard main line locos for non-€electrified
routes, with the first units due to enter service by
April.

Fret SNCF placed a contract for as many as 500 locos
in 2004 with an Alstom-Siemens consortium. The
contract for the first 400 locos specified two versions,
one for hauling domestic traffic and the other for
service between France and Germany. The domestic
locos are being fitted with KVB automatic train
protection and Atess event recording equipment.
Certification of the ‘German’ locosis covered by a
bilateral agreement signed on March 13 2006.

Fret SNCF has meanwhile decided to equip some
locos to operate on the Belgian and Dutch networks.
Although the accreditation process has yet to be
agreed, Fret SNCF is anxious to have these
locomotives available ‘ as soon as possible'.

Délivery of the 400 locomotives will not be completed
until October 2015, with the suppliers building 44
units ayear.

Trenitalia Awards L ocomotive Contract

ROME, March 1 —Italy’ s national train operator
Trenitalia has awarded a €368 million contract to
Bombardier for 150 class E464 € ectric locomotives.
Delivery of the new 3.5MW 160km/h unitswill start in
February 2008 and continue until March 2010.
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Trenitalia has already ordered 538 E464 |locomotives
from Bombardier, of which 350 arein service. The
locomotives operate on Italy's 3kV dc network.

Channel Tunnel freight is collapsing

LONDON, March 1- Two of the regular streams of
freight traffic through the Channel Tunnel ceased at
the beginning of February because the cost of using
the Tunnel has increased substantially. Unilog based in
Belgium has been forced out of business atogether,
while GTS Trasporti in Italy stopped dispatching
intermodal trains from Bari and Piacenzato Daventry
and Manchester in the UK pending a decision on how
thistraffic isto be handled in future.

The problem arises from the ending of the Minimum
Usage Charge, which British Rail and SNCF agreed in
1987 to pay Eurotunnel until November 30 2006. The
freight element of the MUC amounted to £52
million/year, but since BR's international freight
business was sold to EWS, the government had been
paying the £26 million due from the UK side.

After the state payments ended EWS faced charges
amounting to £18 million/year, based on the dismally
low 1-57 million net metric tons carried through in
2006. Thisis equivaent to around £7,000 for each
one-way transit. The government agreed on December
6 that it would contribute £6.5 million/year that it
would be obliged to pay anyway if EWS had ended
international freight altogether. That cut the average to
£4,500 per train, but thisis still more than the market
can bear.

A substantial traffic flow going back to the opening of
the Tunnél to rail freight in June 1994 isthe daily
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movement of car components between Ford's Valencia
(Spain) and Dagenham (East London) plants.
Transfesa's contract expires on March 31 and anew
one is being negotiated, but the company says 'the
overall increase from the Spanish frontier to
Dagenham islooking like 10%, and we are not happy'.

Amsterdam experimentswith freight trams
AMSTERDAM, March 19 — Two special freight trams
are being tested in the Dutch capital in a study to
reduce truck congestion in the center of the city. The
two trams will transport containersto certain “green”
business. According to CityCargo, the trams could
reduce commercial truck air pollution by 15 to 20%.
If the plan works, the concept is to replace 2,500
commercia truck that enter Amsterdam every day.
The long term plan would be to have 40 trams each
carrying 30 metric tons to special drop-off spots
around the city. From there, the freight would be
carried to individual business by electric minivans.

Schwarzenegger tries to ditch high speed rail
SACRAMENTO, March 1 —While France
inaugurated yet another TGV line, California’ s attempt
now faces challenges from its governor. Plansfor a
$37 billion rail network carrying 350 km/h trains
between Sacramento, San Francisco, Los Angeles and
San Diego appear to be making some progress when
the state's High Speed Rail Authority authorized
expenditure approaching $300 million on engineering
design contracts.

Unfortunately, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
wants to slash the HSRA's budget for next year from
$14 million to anegligible $1.2 million. Executive
Director Mehdi Morshed had asked for $103 million,
and his protest to the governor was 'there isreally no
public purpose for me and my staff to be in office
unless you want to move forward with the project'.

State legislators must now decide whether to support a
November 2008 referendum vote on a $9.95 hillion
bond issue to fund the network, having twice delayed
rail bond ballots in 2004 and 2006. Senator Dean
Florez, whose mother is an HSRA director, observed
wryly 'because people haven't seen it, touched it or
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ridden on it, most people - at least in the legislature -
don't think it can be done'.

Allied Model Trains For Salel

Culver City, March 15 — Allied Moddl Trains, long
billed as"THE WORLD'S LARGEST TOY &
MODEL TRAIN STORE," announced that it is up for
sale. The building where the business has resided for
the past 18 years has been leased out to alarge, retall
camera store and the train business must vacate by
May 31, 2007.

The"business," isfor sale for ONE DOLLAR, but the
purchaser of the "business," must also purchase the
remaining store inventory, at wholesale (which
averages about 50% off of retail prices), whichis
estimated to be approximately $500,000.00. A non-
refundabl e deposit of S100,000 is aso required for the
seller to consider any purchase offer.

More information can be found at
http://tinyurl.com/ywbzbf

**Editors note ** | live 5 minutes away and can tell
you that they are having big sales up to then — 30/ 40
% off most items— If you are in the area— worth a
vigit! (and call mefor avisit!)
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European Train Enthusiasts (ETE)

2007 Exhibit Schedule

Hiller Aviation Museum
April 1 = April 15
601 Skyway Road

San Carlos, Ca. 94070 CQur fifth year!

Museum of the San Ramon Valley
June 16 —July 1

Corner of Prospect & Railroad Avenues

Danville,Ca 9452 seventh year!

EUROWEST
JULY 14 AND 15
Hiller Aviation Museum
601 Skyway Road
San Carlos, Ca 94070

The Mechanics Bank
July 28 — August 11
Main Office
3170 Hilltop Mall Road
Richmond, Ca 94806 Qur second year!

Tracy Historical Museum
August 26 — Sept. 29
1141 Adam Street
Tracy, Ca 95376 Qur second year!

Blackhawk Automotive Museum
Nov. 23 -January 6, 2008
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle
Danville, Ca 94506 Qur seventh year!
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Direct Berlin train to roll
further into Siberia

European rail enthusiasts may soon be able to
travel even further into the depths of Siberia
without having to switch trains as a Russian ralil
operator plans a direct, roughly five-day journey
between Berlin and Irkutsk.

At present, the longest direct train journey from
Western Europe leaves Berlin on Saturdays and
arrives in the Siberian capital Novosibirsk on
Wednesdays, German rail operator Deutsche
Bahn said.

The trip takes almost four days and covers
around 5,000 km (3,100 miles).

JSC Russian Railways is planning a new route
from the German capital to Irkutsk, one of the
largest cities in Siberia, situated near Lake Baikal.
It is about 1,800 km (1,200 miles) east of
Novosibirsk by rail.

The journey could take up to 30 hours longer than
the Berlin-Novosibirsk route, a spokesman for the
Russian operator said.

About 2.7 million people live in the region of
Irkutsk, where the climate is characterised by long
and cold winters and humid and warm summers.

Travellers can also reach the city with the Trans-
Siberian Railway. It route in Russia runs from
Moscow in the west to the eastern coastal city of
Vladivostock and is the longest rail line in the
word, spanning almost 9,300 km (5,700 miles).
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French set rail speed
record: 357.2 mph

By INGRID ROUSSEAU, Associated Press Writer

The speedometer climbed higher and higher —
and so did my heart rate. Inside the last of three
double-decker cars sandwiched between two
engines, those of us aboard the French bullet
train trying to set the speed record on
conventional rails watched the digital numbers
flash on a screen in kilometers per hour: 400,
450, 500, 550..

Then the magic number appeared: 547.8 kph, or
357.2 mph — faster than any humans had ever
traveled in a train on rails. As fast as an airplane,
but on the ground.

The air pressure made my ears ache.

Frankly, | was happy when it was over — and not
because the journey quite literally ended in
Champagne.

The chrome and black V150 looked majestic as
its engines hummed on the platform near the
town of Preny, east of Paris, before Tuesday's
record run.

For its mission to break the speed record, the
train was modified with a 25,000-horsepower
engine, and adjustments also were made to the
track, notably the banking on turns. The rails were
treated so the wheels could make perfect contact,
and electrical power in the overhead cable was
increased from 25,000 volts to 31,000 volts.
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The V150 was equipped with larger wheels than
the normal French TGV — or "train a grande
vitesse" — to cover more ground with each
rotation, said Alain Cuccaroni, in charge of the
technical aspects of testing. French TGVs
normally cruise at about 185 mph.

In Preny, tension aboard the V150 mounted as
the doors closed — it was too late to turn back.
Alstom Transports, which built the train,
transformed the passenger cars into a laboratory
for the event so technicians could gather data to
improve future TGVs.

As the train quickly gathered speed on a new rail
line to open in June between Paris and
Strasbourg, we watched a mini-pendulum

suspended by reporters to gauge the train's sway.

Journalists were not buckled in, but were told not
to move because we might interfere with live
television broadcasts from the train.

When we hit 242 mph, it felt like an airplane
taking off. The pressure sent pains through my
ears as we rocketed past applauding and
cheering crowds on bridges and adjacent country
roads.

Outside, the train roared by like a jet, sparks spit
from the overhead power lines and a trail of dust
sprayed out behind.Inside, the pendulum swung
widely, and the train shook and roared.

We soon broke the 1990 record of 320.2 mph —
also set by a French train.

Then, near the village of Le Chemin, we hit the
record of 357.2 mph. The train was speeding far
faster than a passenger jet taking off. In fact, we
kept up with planes flying overhead taking
photos.

April 2007
| thought we were about to derail.
Only 15 minutes had passed since we departed.

Officials aboard applauded, and the train
immediately slowed. In comparison to its record,
its cruising speed of around 190 mph felt
escargot-paced.

"There are about 10,000 engineers who would
want to be in my place,” said the operator, Eric
Pieczac. "It makes me very happy, a mixed
feeling of pride and honor to be able to reach this
speed.”

Alstom Transports President Philippe Mellier said
before the test that it would try to outdo the record
of 361 mph set in 2003 by Japan's non-
conventional magnetically levitated train. But in
the end, the French train fell just 4 mph short.

Pierre-Louis Rochet, former head of French state-
run rail network SNCF's international division,
said this may be as fast as it gets on standard
rails.

"There is no interest” in going faster, since after
that "the costs will increase too much," said
Rochet, now rail director for international
engineering firm Arcadis.

China plans to build more than 7,500 miles of
high-speed railways in coming years at a cost of
more than $250 billion. Construction is to start
this year on a high-speed line between Beijing
and Shanghai cutting travel time from nine hours
to five.

France competes with Germany and with Japan
for contracts. Earlier Tuesday, Transport Minister
Dominique Perben received California Assembly
Speaker Fabian Nunez.
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When we reached our destination at Champagne- kilometre (45.3 mile) stretch of track between

Ardennes train station, people cracked open
bottles of champagne — slicing the necks with
swords, a French tradition.

Technicians on the train had "French excellence"
emblazoned on their T-shirts, and President
Jacques Chirac agreed, praising the record as "a
magnificent demonstration of France's formidable
capacities in research and innovation."

On the Net:
http://www.record2007.com/site/index en.php

AND MORE TGV NEWS!!

California eyes French
high speed train

The US state of California is eyeing France's high
speed train for a planned link between San
Franciso and San Diego, the speaker of its state
assembly said on Tuesday during a visit to
France.

"We are contemplating in California the possibility
of a high speed train that would go from the San
Francisco Bay area to Los Angeles and San
Diego, in South California. We're here to study
the rail system," the speaker Fabian Nunez said.

"You have been ahead of time (in producing a)
very practical rail system in France which can
move people from one place to another," Nunez,
California's third most powerful politician said.

"Today you'll be breaking a new speed record

with your high speed train, the timing of our venue

couldn't have been better."

The record attempt was to be tried on a 73-

Paris and the eastern city of Strasbourg.

Weather permitting, the experimental Train a
Grande Vitesse (TGV) will aim to break a 17-
year-old speed record for a traditional rail-based
train of 515.3 kilometres (320.2 miles) per hour.
That was set by an earlier version of the TGV.

Nunez, who was holding talks with the Alstom
company and French railway officials, said
California was also looking at other trains, but had
a particular interest in the French model.

"We've had several meetings with industrials. We
are looking at the other models, but we are
particularly interested in the French model,” he
said.

California is more adaptable to the French
experience. The example of the Paris-Lyon
liaison is an experience that is very similar to
what we want to do in California between San
Francisco and LA."

The planned high speed train link would go from
Sacramento in the north to San Diego in the
south via San Francisco and Los Angeles,
covering a distance of 1,100 kilometres (683
miles). The time of the trip between San
Francisco and Los Angeles would be reduced to
two and a half hours.

Nunez said the timeline for the plan was early
2009.
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HELP A FELLOW MEMBER !!!
G eeti ngs!

| am a nenber of the Bay Area
Chapter of the ETE.

| was out of my honme for over a
year while we renodell ed, and now
that 1| am back in again, | have
been going through all the
subscriptions that | have and am
trying to bring order to chaos.

| have done a head-count, and
sonehow | have managed to m ss
receiving the ETE Newsletter for
the Third Quarter of 2006 (Issue
nunber 111).

| s there any chance that you m ght
have one of those still |ying
around, and if so, would | be able
to beg you to part with it so that
| may meke ny collection conplete
again.

That is the only one - all the
others made it safely here.

Please let me know if there is
anything el se that you need from
nme.

Thank you so nmuch in advance for
your tinme and assistance with this
mat t er .

War nest regards,
Peter de Vries

E-mail :

Pet er @le- Vri es. Com

111 Kenwood WAy

\oi ce:

(415) 586-8649

San Franci sco, CA 94127-2713
FAX:

(415) 586-3747

Addon fromthe postnaster:
Anot her nmenber has this to offer:

| have appx 93 sq ft of homosote i'm not

going to use--please put a note in the news letter for
april--its free just take it away--hill tharp
925-735-8820

Photo of the Month
Aachen West, January 2005 — SNCB Class 55 next to
DB E94
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