Chapter Meeting Saturday, April 12 ™, 1:00 — 5:00pm

SWAP MEET!!

Refreshments: Please bring items listed if your LA
H-O: Desserts

A-G: Drinks

ST name starts with
P-Z: Finaer food

Future Chapter Meetings

May 10 Generations Church, San Carlos

June 14 Western Railroad Museum, Rio Vista
Joint outing with Sacramento Chapter

July 12 Museum of the Ramon Valley, Danville
Summer Party

August 9 West Bay Railroad Club, Menlo Park
DC running

September 13  Annie and Andreas Hildebrandt,
Octoberfest

October 11 Camino Medical Group, Mountain View

November NO MEETING - Railfair in Roseville

December 13 Blackhawk Automotive Museum, Danville

March 15", 2008 Meeting Minutes

A. Call to Order:

A regular meeting was called to order by John Raiehl
at 2:00PM, was held at Hiller Aviation Museum. ETE
thanks the Hiller Aviation Museum for allowing us t
hold our meeting there.

B. Announcements:

Upcoming Module SIG Events

May 10 — 24 The Mechanics Bank ( ), Richmond
July 26 — 27 EuroWest 2008 - Hiller Aviation Museum
Oct. 18 — 26 Alden Lane Nursery, Livermore

Nov. 28 — Jan. 11 Blackhawk Automotive Museum

Chapter Contacts:
John Ruhle - Chairman
Phone: (415) 334-3041

Email: ruehle j@comcast.net

Ed Rikkelman - Treasurer/Membership
Phone: (925) 689-2662 Email: rikkelman@msn.com

Rolf Krumbiegel - Events/Program Coordinator
Phone: (925) 939-7576 Email: rolkru@earthlink.net

Editors: Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann
Publishing & Distribution: Jens Ullmann
ETE Secretary: Lalo Ruehle

ETE Module SIG News: Steve Imialek

a.

Next meeting is at the New Hope Lutheran
Church in San Leandro, CA, Saturday, April 12,
1-5pm. This is a swap meet as well!

Club Shirts: Ed Rikkelman has a small number
of extras in a large size only. Any one interesteq
can contact Ed Rikkelman.

Eurowest 2008: A deposit of $500.00 along with
the application has been submitted for the
banquet and use of facilities to Hiller Aviation.

Meeting Business: Wolfgang Leitenberger
mentioned that we need to volunteers to clea
track and to do basic maintenance for the layou
at the EI Camino Medical Center. Are there any
volunteers to help?

Peter Barnes mentioned that members no
participating with the modular layout should pay
the entrance fee at Hiller. He mentioned that hé
wants to schedule an NMRA speaker for our May
meeting.

Personal Note: Hans Auerbach had a heart attac

while he was on vacation in Germany. He is
doing fine but will not be back for another 2
months. Our thoughts and prayers go out him an
Elfie.
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Have news to share? | "#
Trouble at Méarklin?

We will publish almost anything you can write as long as

it has to do with European TRAINS! GOPPINGEN, Feb. 23 — Interesting, if not
" disturbing, news about Marklin is being circulatad
NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 257, every month the German press. It seems that a head company

Send contributions to: jcrecker@cs.com

developer/designer, Klaus Kern, is in a legal fight

with Marklin because, after being employed by

B. Next Meeting Announcement: Marklin for 23 years, he was put in a taxicab on

The next chapter meeting will be held on the seconidebruary 2% and told never to set foot on the

Saturday of May, May 10 from 1-5pm at the property again.

Generations Church in San Carlos.

a. The next Module SIG spring venue will be fromNeither Kern nor Marklin have commented about the
May 10 to 24 at the Mechanics Bank (Hilltop),reasons for the legal action. However severalrnspo
Richmond. have emerged where is it seems that discussiong ab

uality deficiencies Kern had over the Internethwat

ustomer led to his dismissal. The customer had
complained in an email of signs of metal deformatio

Reminder: If you haven't done it already, please sencg
your $30 ETE renewal check to ...........

ETE and buckling in a Marklin locomotive. Kern assumed
PO Box 21544 that the lok was counterfeit because he interprétted
Concord CA 94521 problem, as seen in the customer-supplied pictaes,

a defect in the metal.

Later it was confirmed that it was indeed a Marklin
Kof (some samples of #36805 and #36808 seem to be
May 10 — 24, 2008 ’ more affected than other Kof) and now the

The Hiller Aviation museum was tremendously responsibility for the metal fatigue, also known as

pleased with our latest HO and Hom exposition in Zinkpest”, has fallen back on Marklin's shouldefs.
March. They look forward to us returning soon: IS speculated that the defects are like to be ldaome

Attendance at the museum was almost double fromProduction outsourcing from Goppingen to Eastern
what they normally see. Coupled with two large EUrope and China.

Saturday events — Young Eagles and Easter BunnyP€SPite this report, responding to press inquiries
(859 attended!) — the modules were a big crowd Marklin director Axel Dietz claims that according t
pleaser drawing 5,134 over the two weeks! its internal reports that there has been no ineréas

quality problems at the firm.

\*2)

The numbers do not include the crowd attending a . _ o
big private birthday party on the first day. Fuble Nevertheless, adding to its woes, Marklin has also

by great food and a live band, rumor has it that haq troubles With its marketing department. DeL’rv_e
Chris Vais, Jim and Dieter were seen boogying to of its 2007 Christmas catalog was delayed to jus

the music as DB expresses with lit coaches whizzedSnOrtly before the holidays. The blunder irked its
by in the night, one pulled by BR110 with pans up dealers, especially as the bulk of most model trai
(sparking under AC analog power). In the darkened Sal€s occur in the Christmas season.

hall, no one needed to ask if the catenary wag live o L o
The operators had the trains running until at least SUch a blooper is inexcusable.” said one Marklin
11pm! Dieter however did complain that he was dealer. ‘'How can we sell the products if we cars

very sore the next morning. them to the customers?’

—+

—

Too much fun and dancing for the late “night Two years after being taken over by Kingsbridge
module operator team”! Marklin is still on shaky rails. According to Dietz

Marklin is reporting a loss for 2007 similar to the
2
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previous year — 13.7 million — despite sales volume Longest Meter Gauge Freight

remaining stable at126 million, only because of BARCELONA, March 28 — To service Volkswagen
recent acquisitions. COMSA rail transport has launched the longest
Between Dietz and Ulrich Wlecke, a manager fromreight “meter gauge” train in Europe, inauguratimg
the restructuring and consulting firm Alix, the 35 km rail car shuttle service between the SEAT -

atmosphere is ice-cold. With Kingsbridge removing/olkswagen factory in Martorell and the port of
Alix, and an increasing number of new corporat®grcelona.

“consultants” at Marklin, one worker was overhead gpms
lamenting that, “Now we have new consultants, but
no head developer. How will that help us?”

Emma Slams Western Europe :
BERLIN, March 1 — A storm named "Emma" _
slammed into Europe last month with high winds and -
heavy rain, killing three in Germany. 4

One of Germany's high speed Inter City Expressf
trains was taken out of action and several ragdin
were closed as winds reached 190 kilometers an houg
An ICE train engineer was injured when it was struc S5
by a toppled tree. The train was headed from . .
Dortmund, Germany, to Vienna, Austria. Fortunatelyo‘ §hprt rallvyay branch had to be built to cpnnérc—:t t
the train was not traveling at high speed at theeti existing regional meter gauge network with the car

None of the train's passengers were injured, aeg thfactory, from where two. shuttle trains per day will
were bused to their final destination. carry up to 80,000 vehicles to be shipped abroad.

E T— Batches of very special articulated meter gaug
—EH—1 ==

11°}

-1 freight cars were built for this purpose. Eachiging

— car has six bodies over seven bogies, carryingarars
two levels. This configuration avoids loss of spacs
over the couplings.

The trains are hauled by existing GM 254 series
locomotive and run up to 90 km/h in an especially
busy commuter line, where passenger trains are on|5
minute headway. These special trains are the Binge
freight meter gauge trains in Europe at 411 meters
length (1,348 feet).

Very Busy Easter for Eurostar

- a LONDON, March 23 — Railways across Europe broke
Toppled trees on train tracks triggered massivaysel many records during a very early Easter.
on railway services all across Germany and other
countries in Central Europe, closing many rail$im@ In London, Eurostar saw 160,000 passengers waitin
many locations. for trains in St. Pancras — a 20% increase ovdr la

year. Eurostar was forced to add three additiona

Wind gusts of up to 190 km/h (118 mph) Wer€aing petween Paris and London for the holiday
clocked in the higher elevations of Austria. W'nd%eekend _ a total of 2.250 additional seats - th

were clocked at 98 km/hr (61 mph) in Denmarkeqyivalent of 15 Boeing 737. Talk about reducing
High waves hit the Belgian coast. Across EUropgne carbon footprint on that corridor!

damage costs have been estimated to be in the
millions of Euros.
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DB Profits Up intercity and six regional trains per hour on the

BERLIN, March 19 — Germany’s Deutsche Bahn AGcountry’s most heavily-used lines by 2012.

profits are up, but below target. The German rail

operator raised its earnings after tax and intereMuch of the extra funding will be spent on tackling

payments to 1.5 billion ($2.4 billion) last year. bottlenecks, such as the heavily-congested Schip
Airport — Amsterdam — Lelystad line, which is a

Profits were 300 million higher than in 2006, but fell priority for four-tracking. ProRail also plans te-r

short of the 1.64 billion Deutsche Bahn had targetedsignal the tunnels on the approaches to Schiptbsta

The company, which is set to be partly privatizgd bto provide 2 minute headways and capacity of 4¢

the end of 2009, suffered losses due to a trairedsi trains per direction per hour.

strike last year. Revenues in 2007 wesé billion.

Major Belgian rail project approved
Deutsche Bahn also expects a wage deal recenBRUSSELS, March 3 — SNCB Holding has approved
agreed with train drivers to add350 million to  the construction of a new station in Mechelen. The
payroll costs above and beyond what was previouspisting station, with 21,000 passengers a daygis

planned in the 2008 budget. sixth largest in Belgium and is located on the Bels
— Antwerp main line. The new station will be linked
BERLIN — HAMBURG TO CLOSE? to the new high-speed line (HSL) to be built in the

BERLIN, February 26 — German Rail (DB) hascentral reservation of the E19 freeway to connect
decided to close the 285km Berlin — Hamburg maifechelen with Brussels Airport and Belgian capital.
line between March and June next year in order to

replace many thousands of defective concretAnother Trans-Siberian Railway
sleepers. ICE trains will be diverted via Stendadl a \joSCOW, March 12 — A second East-West link

Salszwedel during the closure which will add 30ycross Siberia could be operational by 2015,

minutes to the journey which normally takes 93%Construction is expected to begin in 2010 on thé
minutes non-stop. DB says the temporary closure ookm line from Nizhnevartovsk in Khanty-
preferable to months of disruption on what is ofie ovansiisky region to a junction with the Baikal-Amur
its best-performing long-distance routes, with amainline (BAM) at Irkutsk. The line will cost Rulde
average occupancy per train of 50% compared with3p — 500 billion ($US 9.6 — 20.8 billion) to build
the national average last year of 43%. The RZD says it will carry 60 million metric ton$ o

. freight and seven million passengers per year b
The sleepers were purchased in the early 1990s o5

have started to deteriorate prematurely due tayfaul

manufacture. These sleepers have also been use_dwark on the eight-year project will start in 2010da
other parts of the network where they are alsodeing designed to increase capacity and improve

replaced. The cost of the work is believed to ks le accessibility. There will also be a new bus station
than Euros 5 m||||0n, and DB has reached an OUt'Obcilities to store bicyc|es’ and a car park'

court settlement for damages with the manufacturer.

4.5 Billion for Dutch Upgrade 1"# $ % .
AMSTERDAM, March 17 — The Dutch government. , , . $ %& '
is to pour 4.5 billion of public funding into rail
projects over the next four years in an effortustain 1" # S %&H #1%$ % $
the annual 5% growth in passenger numbers. Another Swiss jewel: A picture is taken every minute from

the top of a railcar on the Brienz Rothorn Bahn. Comes

Transport minister Mr. Camiel Eurlings WantsWlth an archive if you missed a shot

infrastructure manager ProRail and the country’s
principal passenger operator Netherlands Railways
(NS) to provide a 'turn up and go' frequency of six
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The editorial team will respond to
all comments in our next issue.
Thank you for your responses!
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Next SF ETE Chapter meeting:




