
 

Chapter Meeting Sat. April 10 from 1:00 – 5:00pm   �

Hiller Aviation Museum – San Carlos, CA 
Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  

A-G: Drinks   H-O: Finger Foods   P-Z: Desserts 
�
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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

May 8 – Berkeley, CA 
June 12 – Joint meeting of Sacramento and SF 
chapters at the Western Railroad Museum in Rio Vist a, 
CA  
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
May 8 -29  Mechanics Bank, Richmond 
June 19 – July 3 – Museum of the San Ramon Valley - 
Danville 
 

 

MEETING MINUTES FROM MARCH 13, 2010  
 

Call to Order:  
 
A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 1:30, at the New Hope Lutheran Church in San 
Leandro, CA. ETE would like to thank Phil and Mary 
Woods as well as the New Hope Lutheran Church for 
allowing us to hold our monthly meeting. 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
The April meeting will be held at Hiller Aviation 
museum in San Carlos CA on April 10.   
 
New Members: 
 
We welcomed a new member to the group – Harvey 
Davis from Alamo, CA. Harvey won a Marklin starter 
set at the Blackhawk Museum. 
 
 
 

Eurowest 2010: 
 
Eurowest 2010 is still in the planning stages.  
Eurowest will be held on July 24 and 25, 2010.  
 
Events Calendar for ETE SIG : 
 

·  We will be at the Hiller Aviation Museum in 
both March 27 thru April 11 and Eurowest 
July 24 and 25. 

   
·  The Mechanics Bank on May 8 thru May 28. 

 
A request has been made by Bill Keaney and Tom 
Melka for docents at the different venues especially at 
the Hiller Aviation Museum. 
 
Miscellaneous: 
 
Joe Freeze has an N scale layout for sale.  If 
interested, please contact him or David Baird. 
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Docents are needed to help greet and educate our 
guests to the Module Layout at the Hiller Museum.  It 
would be great if we could get 2 Docents very day to 
enhance our guests visit with ETE.  Please contact   
Bill Keaney if you are able to be a Docent.  Bill can 
be reached at billkeaney@comcast.net or by phone at 
(650) 355-7231. 
 
 A sign-up sheet for docents and operators was passed 
for the upcoming Hiller display. 
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BUIZINGEN, Belgium, February 20th – Two local 
commuter trains collided on an early, snowy morning 
just south of Brussels near Halle, killing 18, injuring 
more than 100 and cutting off international rail traffic 
into the European capital.  The collision occurred at a 
point where Europe's high-speed network locks into 
Belgium's commuter grid. Belgian investigators 
eventually spent four days inspecting the crash site 
before slowly allowing traffic to resume. 

The collision involved a push-pull train with 12 cars 
going cross-country from Quiévrain, near the French 
border, to Liège in eastern Belgium, and a smaller 
shuttle service with six EMU cars traveling between 
the medieval town of Leuven and the Brussels suburb 
of Braine-le-Comte. Apparently the EMU ran a red 
light, crashing into the cab car leading the other train.   
 
Police have been able to interview the driver of the 
train blamed for the disaster who survived the crash 
by jumping from his cab moments before the 
collision.  The driver was said to have apparently 
tried to warn passengers, applying the emergency 
brakes and throwing himself into the passenger 
portion of the EMU as the other train hit.   
 
The collision threw the trains high off the track, 
snapping catenary lines and spewing metal and other 
debris. One car spun off the tracks and ran over a tool 
shed and another landed on its side over the tracks 
reserved for high speed traffic. Roughly half the 300 
passengers were injured or killed.  Luckily, a third 
train running on an adjacent track at the time 
managed to stop around 10 meters from the crash site.   

International train companies rushed to set up bus 
lines to make up for interrupted rail routes. Eurostar 

canceled its London-to-Brussels rail service for over a 
week, forcing passengers to fly, drive or wait until 
they could take a train to Lille and a bus onward to 
Brussels.  TGV and Thalys trains between Brussels 
and Paris, and Amsterdam and Köln were also shut 
down. Belgian authorities set up bus lines for 
commuters to replace the train service.�

 
Europe's sophisticated high-speed rail network, 
though far safer than its roads, is still vulnerable to 
breakdowns in older 
local infrastructure. 
The venerable train 
stations of big 
European cities, such 
as Gare du Midi in 
Brussels, all have 
local tracks for the 
few miles between 
the station and the 
high-speed rail 
connections that start 
in the suburbs.  New 
stations, such as those 
in Lille, France; or at 
Saint Pancras station, 
London, have built-in high-speed tracks made with 
higher-quality steel; they don't allow freight trains 
and are equipped with modern control systems. 
 
Rail infrastructure, however, is very costly, and train 
travel remains far safer than road transport, so there is 
less incentive to replace the older elements of the rail 
network, say industry officials. Belgium's local trains 
and tracks were last replaced in the 1970s and 1980s.  
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Belgian authorities said the tracks where the crash 
occurred were equipped with a system meant to force 
trains running red lights to brake, but that not all 
trains, including this one, had been outfitted with 
proper equipment.  The crash shook this small nation, 
where rail service is considered a national treasure. 
Belgium was the third country in the world to get 
passenger rail, in 1835, after the U.S. and the U.K. 
 
Prime Minister Yves Leterme visited the crash site on 
Monday afternoon with King Albert II.  The accident 
recalled a similar tragedy in Belgium nine years ago, 
when eight people were killed when a conductor led 
his train up the wrong way of a one-way track.   
 
Meanwhile the rail disruption caused massive traffic 
jams all around Belgium as both Thalys and Eurostar 
service to Brussels did not resume until March 1.   
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ZURICH, February 18th – Representatives from seven 
major rail freight operators signed an agreement to 
establish a new alliance for the operation of 
international wagonload traffic. The agreement was 
signed by the chief executives from CD Cargo, CFL 
Cargo, DB Schenker Rail, Green Cargo, Rail Cargo 
Austria, SBB Cargo and SNCB Logistics.  
 
The Xrail alliance is intended to improve the 
competitiveness and efficiency of wagonload 
operations, which currently account for almost half of 
all rail freight in Europe. The partners believe that 
making wagonload ‘more customer friendly’ will help 
“to take traffic off the roads and protect the 
environment”.  
 
Focusing on cross-border operating standards is 
intended to achieve reliability rates of around 90%. 
Active information systems are intended to provide 
‘transparency’ so that shippers can access timetables 
from origin to destination and track the movement of 
their consignments.  
 
The creation of Xrail follows the successful 
completion of a pilot program launched in 2007 under 
the leadership of the International Union of Railways. 
During this phase, the partners have been developing 
international production standards, and IT tools, as 
well as quality improvement measures. ‘The alliance 

is laying the foundation for a sustainable wagonload 
network throughout Europe’, said UIC Freight 
Director Oliver Sellnick.  
 
The Xrail network will initially connect the main 
economic areas in Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, 
Germany, Luxembourg, Sweden and Switzerland, 
largely using the TEN-T corridors. The allowance 
intends to expand in stages, with a long-term goal that 
it should eventually cover the entire European 
wagonload network.  

Wagonload traffic in most countries has been loss-
making in recent years, but the partners recognize that 
around 90% of the costs are fixed. Therefore they 
intend to take every opportunity to attract additional 
traffic, in order to spread the fixed costs over a wider 
base, and “make optimum use of their respective 
networks”.  
 

�
��
������������
������
BERLIN, February 17th – Germany train terminology 
is set for a Teutonic facelift, thanks to a retired 
headmaster from Bavaria.  "We are in Germany," 
says Franz Aschenbrenner, "and the expressions 
should be in German in the first place."  Deutsche 
Bahn accepts changes were needed, but it won't be 
shunting English into the sidings right away or 
completely.   
 
"We are a German company our first language is 
German", says Deutsche Bahn spokesman Reinhard 
Boeckh.  "On the other hand, we know that a lot of 
foreign passengers tell us they are very glad that there 
is information in English in our trains." 
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The changes have been applauded by the German 
Language Association.  It keeps a tally of the English 
words and phrases which have working their way into  
 

German: like “second hand” and “wake-up call”.  The 
latest list of “loan words” contains nearly 8,000 
English words, most which are not really necessary.  
One wonders if the DB will change the designations 
of trains too, like ICE-T(D), Inter-City/Stadt 
Express/Schnellzug TILT/...(Diesel/Diesel)? 
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ZERMATT, February 7th  – A Zermatt-bound MGB 
train had a side-collision with a train that was waiting 
in the Ackersand passing loop. It seems that the last 
coach of the waiting train wasn't completely out of 
way, resulting in the oncoming train clipping the 
coach.  The damaged coach was a center-entrance A 
car.  This 
makes the 
rolling-stock 
situation for 
the MGB 
even more 
complicated 
as already the 
vehicles from 
the Oberalp 
derailment are under repair in the MGB workshops.  
ABt 4158 was sent to Landquart but B 4269 (1968) 
had to be scrapped.  
 
HELSINKI, February 8th – The investigation of the 
incident where four coaches of an InterCity train due 
for Kajaani became detached from the rest of the train 

as it was being shunted to the main station is 
complete.  Fortunately no one was hurt as the  
runaway cars overran the buffers and crashed into an 
hotel and office building at the end of the tracks.  
Guards at the station had managed to clear the nearby 
platforms and trains of people, preventing serious 
injury. It seems 
that no brake 
malfunction 
was detected; 
the conductor 
had released 
the brakes 
prematurely to 
get the stopped 
carriages to 
move.  According to Esko Värttiö, the head of the 
investigation, the carriages would not have gotten 
away if the coupling hook had been in place.  A final 
report of the board is expected at the end of the year.  
Meanwhile the Finnish rail company VR has issued 
new instructions to prevent further accidents, to make 
sure that cars stay in place in the station. 
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NUREMBERG, February 10th  – A German toy seller 
caused a storm by selling HO-scale figurines of Adolf 
Hitler.  His World War II-themed display gave 
collectors at a toy fair in Nuremberg a shock.   
 
Plastic models of the Führer, giving his Nazi salute, 
were being offered for €5.00 each.  An open-topped 
car containing the dictator and several SS bodyguards 
was available for €25.  The stall also offered tanks 
with swastikas, war bunkers and Luftwaffe aircraft. 
 
Organizers of the Spielwarenmesse International Fair 
were forced to close the stall after it was branded 
“filth” by the local press.  Under German law any 
memorabilia linked to the Nazis is illegal.  Fair 
organizer Ernst Kick responded, “We are furious. 
This breaches German law.  “The Hitler figures have 
disappeared and we are investigating.” 
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GENEVA, January 11th  – The Swiss Railways SBB-
CFF has launched into a four year rebuild of 
Geneva’s primary railway station, Comavin.  This 
will be a major undertaking, costing CHF110 million.  
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The new railway structure is designed to 
accommodate increasing passenger traffic, including 
the new regional CEVA service.  Construction will 
occur in two phases; initial focus on the western face 
of the building near Montbrillant. In Spring 2011, 
workers will then tackle the Eastern side of the 
building, increasing access with larger doors, and new 
escalators to the local underground commercial center 
Métro Shopping.   

 
During construction, certain areas will be off limit.  
However the CFF ticket offices will remain in their 
current location, after a short temporary displacement 
to another area the station for several months.  
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GÖPPINGEN, January 16th – There are reports that 
the American model railroad company Lionel has 
been holding talks with Märklin.  A spokeswoman of 
the bankruptcy administrator emphasized that a 
search for a buyer would continue "with heart and 
soul" to guarantee the continuity of the Göppingen, 
and Györ, Hungary production sites.  At the same 
time, Märklin announced that it had finished last year 
in the black, for the first time in several years.  
"Earnings before interest and taxes are significantly 
higher in positive territory," declared insolvency 
administrator Michael Pluta.  Märklin filed for 
bankruptcy nearly a year ago, resulting in more than 
400 employees being dismissed and a plant closure in 
Nuremberg. The current Göppingen plant has nearly 
500 remaining employees. 
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- Swiss Heritage list of the planned public steam 

running days in Switzerland for 2009-2010: 
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- Dreimuehlentalbahn:  “Mind-boggling” modules 
displayed at Leverkusen, Germany, May 2009:  
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On Saturday, June 26, 2010 from 9AM to 4PM, the 
Bay Area Garden Railway Society’s South County 
Garden Railroaders invites you to the 16th annual 
Garden Layout Tour to benefit the “St Josephs Center 
& Community Pantry”.  It is requested that visitors 
bring a donation of non perishable food when they 
pick up a guide book at their local train store, All 
Aboard Junction & Garlic City Books in Gilroy, 
BookSmart in Morgan Hill or Garden Accents in San 
Martin. This food is donated to the St Josephs Family 
Center & the Community Pantry to feed the hungry in 
the South Bay communities. They have a flyer and  
pictures available at the Bay Area Garden Railway 
Society website www.bagrs.org/fooddrive that can be 
printed or saved and passed on to anyone you may 
know who would like to experience something 
different this summer in the way of family 
entertainment.  
The BAGRS will have 11 to 13 families who have 
agreed to open their homes that day. If you have any 
questions, please email dalemcanally@verizon.net or 
call 408-683-4537 [days] or 408-848-1440 [evenings] 
or Pat DeLeon 408-846-4481 at All Aboard Junction 
during the day.  

�
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The Reverse Corner 
By Steve Imialek 

 
 The Hiller Aviation Museum at San Carlos 
Airport venue is in full swing. Trains will be running 
daily from 10am – 5pm until Sunday, April 11. Peter 
Barnes and Bill Keaney are the coordinators and did a 
remarkable job. This year marks our 7th annual visit to 
the museum during springtime. We share this event 
with the Easter Bunny who arrives Sat. April 3 by 
helicopter and is a big draw for the children. The 
module SIG would also like to thank the staff at 
Hiller for their docent support and for supplying the 
stanchions. We will be returning to Hiller Sunday 
July 18 – Sunday August 1 for a summertime venue 
that coincides with EuroWest the weekend of July 24-
25. Again, Peter and Bill will be the coordinators. 
Please contact them if you would like to docent or 
assist at set up or tear down. 
 There are three modules “under construction”. 
Ian Lorentzen has finalized the drawings for a pass 
through bascule bridge module. It should be 
operational by next year’s Black Hawk Museum 
venue. It will be a solid structure and a major feat of 
engineering. It will also be a very welcome addition 
since we will not have to crawl on hands and knees to 
get inside the layout. Peter Barnes is constructing a 
single module that will be a switch yard. This module 
will allow us to continue to do switching operations 
while trains are running on the mainline. Peter has 
brought the module to a past meeting for comment 
and received mostly compliments. Again another 
welcome addition to the module line up. Finally, AJ 
Burgess has acquired a used box originally built by 
Jim Recker. AJ is in the ‘arm chair’ stage of deciding 
on scenery but we’ve heard Austrian or Italian as 
possibilities. We wish AJ good luck on his progress.  
 Rolf Krumbiegel is recuperating from a 
sudden bout of pneumonia. He is doing well and 
many of us have jumped in to cover his run days at 
Hiller. Rolf, as most of us know, coordinates all our 
venues except Hiller and he also locates the chapter 
meeting venues every month. He has been honored by 
the chapter at a past EuroWest as our “Member of the 
Year” for his tireless activity promoting the goals of 
ETE. Please keep him in your thoughts and prayers as 
we wish him a speedy recovery. 
 There will be a SIG meeting at 11am on Sat. 
Apr. 10 at Hiller before the regular chapter meeting. 

An agenda will be emailed to SIG modular owners 
and helpers. Please contact me at imialek@pacbell.net 
or (925) 516-1673 if you wish to add an item to the 
agenda for discussion. 
 Ian has modules and kits for sale. He is also 
willing to build the kit or rough finish it so you can 
add scenery, etc. Please contact him at 
ilorentzen@comcast.net or (510) 793 2038.  
 I have also acquired a collection of BEMO in 
HOm and HOe. Contact me if you are interested. 
 The next venue is The Mechanics Bank at 
Hilltop Mall in Richmond from Sat. May 8 to Sat. 
May 29. Please contact me if you are interested in 
assisting in set up or tear down or operating. I will be 
coordinating this venue under Rolf’s watchful 
guidance.  
 Happy Rails to you … until we meet again 
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 Snowy Pictures  
 
 

     
               Seetalbahn country run (1981)         Seetalbahn local arrive near Emmenbrucke  (1982) 
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 Look carefully for the oddity in this picture (����
���
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          Budapest tram (2003) 
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