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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

September 13   Annie and Andreas Hildebrandt, ��������  
 Octoberfest 
 

October 11   Camino Medical Group, Mountain View 
 

November       NO MEETING – Railfair in Roseville 
 

December 13   Blackhawk Automotive Museum, Danville 
 Christmas & Year End Party 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
 

Oct. 18 – 26    Alden Lane Nursery, Livermore  
Nov. 28 – Jan. 11 Blackhawk Automotive Museum 
 

 

June 14th, 2008 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting, called to order by John Ruehle at 
2:00PM, was held at Museum of the San Ramon 
Valley. ETE thanks the museum for allowing us to 
hold our meeting there.  
 

B.  General Announcements:  
With great sadness, Richard Orr announced the 
passing of one of our chapter members, Rudy 
Hartman.  Richard left the meeting early to attend the 
funeral.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

C.  Treasurer’s Report:  
-  Ed Rikkelman gave details on the EuroWest ‘08 
banquet. He also brought t-shirts, shirts and hats. 
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Chapter Meeting Saturday, August 9 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   �
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Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Finger Foods     H-O: Drinks     P-Z:  Desserts 

���	���
��� �

���	 �

Editors:  Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann  
Publishing & Distribution:  Jens Ullmann 
ETE Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle 
ETE Secretary:  Lalo Ruehle 
ETE Treasurer:   Ed Rikkelman 
ETE Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel 
ETE Module SIG News:  Steve Imialek 
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D.  EuroWest 2008:  
- EuroWest 2008, “History of Trains” was a success!  
Initial attendance reported at 1580, up 10% over last 
year.  Additional details will be presented at the 
August meeting, and in the next newsletter. 
-  Hiller Aviation Museum welcomed us as in years 
past, and Peter Barnes kept us all on schedule.  The 
Winslow’s and the Hildebrandt’s entertained us on 
Friday night. 
-  On Saturday, historic trains were run (and even 
Thomas was seen)!  Vendor tables were busy, several 
manufacturers were on site, more HOm track than 
ever, BAGRS running more European trains, a new 
N-scale module this year, the switcher puzzle was 
there along with the speed run, the banquet has never 
been bigger, and the SoCal party didn’t stop! 
-  Rolf Krumbiegel was honored for his ongoing 
efforts and contribution over the years supporting 
Chapter events and programs, as well as coordination 
and scheduling for the SIG modules. 
-  Sunday saw larger crowds than in past years, the 
volunteers kept working hard, we cleaned up fast, and 
it was over!  Until next year!   
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 Wait a minute! It’s August and folks are 
calling the Blackhawk Automotive Museum asking if 
the trains are there yet!?! We have another venue to 
go before Blackhawk. We will be returning to Alden 
Lane Nursery to participate in their Fall Festival the 
week of Oct. 18-26. Last year at Alden Lane over 900 
guests visited the layout on the two weekends and 540 
school children on field trips during the week. It’s a 
great venue for us and a chance to tune up before the 
six week Blackhawk venue.  

 If you were at EuroWest 2008 you saw five 
fantastic layouts in four gauges. If not, then you can 
read about it in the Express. But what opportunities to 
make and renew friendships, swap ideas, and just 
watch fellow modelers run trains. We ran a “Potpourri 
of Historic Trains” both days. Eras changed on the 
hour and there was a wide variety of pre-war and 
post-war manufactured trains. 

 Rich Dolin has taken over Jacques Vuye’s 
Belgian modules. Rich also displayed his N scale 
layout at EuroWest.  Welcome aboard the SIG, Rich! 

 Rolf Krumbiegel was honored at EuroWest 
for his vast efforts promoting ETE through the many 
venues he has obtained for us. An engraved rosewood 
pen and pencil set now sits upon his desk. He’s not 
resting on his laurels with feet propped on his desk 
either. He’s firming up future 2009 venue dates for 
inclusion in the Danville Town and Country annual 
calendar that is mailed out to over 40,000 folks in the 
Diablo Valley/Tri Valley area. 

 The annual informal general meeting of the 
SIG is being planned during the Oktoberfest meeting 
at Andreas’ house in September. Please notify me if 
you would like an item, concern, need, etc. on the 
agenda.  
 Happy rails to you, 
 Until we meet again… 
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ICE3 Derails  
K� LN, July 11th – A derailment of just a single axle 
on an ICE3 as it entered Köln’s main station was 
quickly followed by a German government edict 
instructing DB AG to pull all of ICE 3 train sets out 
of service across Germany, affecting also units going 
to France, Belgium and Austria.  Caught completely 
by surprise by the decision, the German rail operator 
took several days to figure out a substitute service for 
the missing ICE 3's, throwing long distance travel in 
Germany into major disarray. 
 
The ICE train was going only about 20 km/h when it 
derailed, causing no major damage or injuries.  
However the DB did not want to risk “Eschede” all 
over again, and chose to be cautious. 
 

Have news to share?  
 
We will publish almost anything you can write as long as 
it has to do with European TRAINS! 
 
NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25th, every month 
Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com   
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The derailment of the single ICE3 axle occurred as 
the train was leaving Köln (HB) station, and was 
about to cross the famous Hohenzollern bridge when 
a conductor pulled the emergency brake after sensing 
the train derail. It was then that the axle was found to 
be defective.   
 

 

Within a week, 25 train sets where fully inspected and 
cleared to return to service.  Service to and from 
Amsterdam was limited as well as the ICE 3M also 
required inspection.  Ultrasonic testing of wheel sets 
has now been ordered every 60,000km rather than 
every 300,000 km as usual. 
 

Funding for New French TGV line  
PARIS, July 31 – The French government has signed 
an agreement to provide funding for the � 3.4 billion 
extension of TGV Atlantique from west of Le Mans 
to Rennes.  Tendering is expected to begin by the end 
of the year and construction will start in 2010.  
 

The 164km line will allow Paris – Rennes journey 
times to be cut from 2h 3mins to 1h 24mins when it 
opens in 2014.  The line will be built to allow 
350km/h operation, although it will initially have a 
commercial speed of 300 - 320km/h. 

SNCF Needs New Double-Deck Fleet  
PARIS, July 21 – The SNCF is looking to acquire a 

fleet of up to 860 double-deck electric train sets.  
Designated Porteurs Hyperdenses (literally Ultra-
High-Capacity Carriers), they are intended for busy 
regional and outer-suburban routes.  
 

Up to three sets will need to be able to run in multiple 
under 1.5kV DC and 25 kV 50 Hz catenary at a 
maximum speed of 160 km/h. An international 
version for use on routes into Luxembourg, Belgium 
and Italy is planned.  Some sets could be required to 
run at 200 km/h on conventional lines and up to 230 
km/h version on high speed lines.  
 

New Spanish Tunnel Opens  
MADRID, July 10 – Suburban services began using 
the 8.5 km Atocha - Chamartín tunnel under the 
centre of Madrid. The route, which cost � 550 million 
to build, has two intermediate stations - Nuevos 
Ministerios and Puerta del Sol.  The second station, in 
the heart of Madrid, is expected to open in 2009 once 

the interchange with three 
metro lines is completed.  
The platforms lie within 
caverns 207 meters (608 
ft) long, 20 meters wide 
and 14.5 meters high.  

 

Madrid's third rail tunnel between Atocha and 
Charmartín is also moving forward.  Work, expected 
to take 32 months to complete within a budget of 
� 285 million, will include a 7.3 km standard-gauge 
route for high speed services, of which 6.9 km will be 
in tunnel.  
 
£16 Billion Cross-London Link  
LONDON, July 23 – Plans to build a £16 billion 
US$31.25) East-West line across London have taken 
another step forward after the Crossrail Bill was 
granted Royal Assent, making it law:  The British 
government will provide a third of the total cost of 
what is expected to become Europe’s largest civil 
engineering project and one of the world’s most 
expensive rail schemes. The remaining funding will 
be met by the private sector and loans set against 
projected revenues. Construction will begin in 2010 
and the line will open in 2017. 
 
Crossrail entails the construction of a central tunnel 
under London linking the Great Western Main Line 
(GWML) at Paddington with the Great Eastern Main 
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Line at Stratford. A branch will run underground from 
Whitechapel to the Docklands business district and 
under the River Thames. The project involves the 
construction of 41km (25.5 miles) of 6 meter diameter 
single-track tunnels, seven underground stations and 
the electrification of the Heathrow Airport Junction – 
Maidenhead section of the GWML.  
 
Ten-car trains will run from Maidenhead and 
Heathrow Airport in the west to Shenfield and Abbey 
Wood in the east, with up to 24 trains per hour 
serving the central section in peak periods.  The 
118km network will serve 38 stations, carrying up to 
200 million passengers per year and relieving London 
Underground’s heavily-congested Central Line.  
 
Demark-Germany Bridge by 2015 
BERLIN, June 25 – The German and Danish 
transport ministers have made a common declaration 
in favor of building a tunnel or a suspension bridge 
across the Fehmarn strait between Denmark and 
Germany by 2015.  
 
The link is to have a four-lane highway and a double-
track railway, and will be financed by tolls and loans 

guaranteed by the 
government. It would be 
18 km long (11 miles) 
and cost � 9 billion.  The 
link, together with 
improvements in track, 
will offer a trip time of 
two and a half hours 
between København and 
Hamburg, compared to 
four and a half hours 
now.  

 
Moscow to build second ring line 
MOSCOW, July 18th – The Russian capital is to begin 
construction of two new metro lines, and open the 
first section of a second ring line within seven years.   
Some sections of the metro are now operating up to 
40% over capacity, and Moscow Metro says another 
130km of metro lines are needed to meet projected 
demand through 2015.  
RhB on UNESCO’s World Heritage List  
QUÉBEC CITY, July 7 – The World Heritage 
Committee inscribed 13 new sites on UNESCO’s 

World Heritage List, including the metric gauge 
Albula and Bernina Rhaetian Railway lines. 
 
The two historic railway lines cross the Swiss / Italian 
Alps through two passes.  Opened in 1904, the Albula 
line is 67 km long. It features an impressive set of 
structures including 42 tunnels and covered galleries 
and 144 viaducts and bridges. The 61 km Bernina 
pass line features 13 tunnels and galleries and 52 
viaducts and bridges.  
 
UNESCO mentions how the lines are exemplary of 
the use of the railway to overcome the isolation of 
settlements in the Central Alps early in the 20th 
century, with a major and lasting socio-economic 

impact on life in the mountains. The Albula and 
Bernina rail links constitute an outstanding technical, 
architectural and environmental ensemble and 
embodies architectural and civil engineering 
achievements, in harmony with the landscapes 
through which they pass. 
 
Swiss Tidbit  
- Since late April, the meter-gauge AMOC (now 

part of TPC) suspended all rail traffic between 
Monthey and Champéry until late October!  TPC 
reports that engineering and track work in the 
Troistorrents tunnel has been delayed.  Bus 
substitution is in place.  Rail service should 
resume just in time for the start of the ski season. 
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Pictures of Summer ‘08 
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From US-101 (Exit 404) 
1. Head South on Willow Rd toward Chester St   0.9 mi  
2. Turn right  at Middlefield Rd      0.7 mi  
3. Turn left  at Ravenswood Ave      0.6 mi  
4. Cross RR crossing, and turn right  at Merrill St    
5.  Railroad club in on your right in parking lot. 

 


