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Upcoming Module SIG
Events
Nov. – Jan.    Blackhawk, Danville 

July 11  th  , 2009 Meeting Minutes  

A.  Summary: 
A  regular  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  the
Museum of the Ramon Valley in Danville.  ETE
thanks  the  museum  for  their  hospitality  in
allowing  us  to  have  our  meeting  at  their
wonderful location, and thanks Rolf Krumbiegel
for organizing the site, and the excellent Module
SIG event. 

Additional notes and detail of this meeting, club
news,  and  final  numbers  of  the  results  of

EuroWest 2009 will  added to the next issue of
this newsletter.
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Chapter Meeting Saturday, August 8 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   
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Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with 
A-G: Finger Foods   H-O: Drinks   P-Z: Desserts

�����		
	� �� 
���&�	��'�	��	���(

���	

Editors:  Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann
Publishing & Distribution:  Jens Ullmann
ETE Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle
ETE Secretary:  Lalo Ruehle
ETE Treasurer:   Ed Rikkelman
ETE Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel
ETE Module SIG News:  Steve Imialek
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Additional notes and detail of this meeting, club
news,  and  final  numbers  of  the  results  of
EuroWest 2009 will  added to the next issue of
this newsletter.

The September meeting will be held at the home
of Andreas and Annie in Woodside.
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At our recent  two-week SIG module exhibit  at
the  Museum  of  the  San  Ramon  Valley  in
Danville,  we introduced a Visitor  Register  and
asked visitors to write a little comment of their
impression about our layout.  Here is what some
of them had to say:
Wonderful detail ….. Looking forward to the big
layout at Blackhawk in November!
Wonderful exhibit and most interesting
conversation with host!
Look forward to it every year!
The grandson insisted on two visits today, we
will be back next weekend!
WOW! My son especially loved the detailed
landscape!
My son (4) spends the whole year asking when
the trains will be back. This is our third year
And we now have our own HO train at home –
see you again and again!
Beautiful, reminds me of living in Belgium!
Really nice layout. Good answers from the
Railroad members!
Really enjoyed the trains and the friendly
volunteers!

Very nice set-up. Great attention to detail.
Friendly and helpful staff!
You guys are great. We never miss your
exhibits!
Wonderful layout – thank you for being so kid-
friendly.  Much appreciated!

We also had a well-known visitor and his wife on
the last Saturday, Captain “Sully” Sullenberger,
the pilot who had to put the plane down in the
Hudson River.
He is a resident of Danville!  

Steve  Imialek  will  return  next  month  with  a
report on EuroWest and an update on the Module
SIG plans for Fall 2009.

As Steve always says,
Happy rails to you,

Until we meet again…
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BERGHEIM,  Austria,  July  28th –Roco  has
announced new prices  for  its  models,  effective
August 1, 2009.  The new
prices (MSRP) are already
listed  on the  website  and
on some dealer sites.  
Meanwhile  there  are  also
rumor  of  some
management trouble as well.  While the press in
Austria  and Germany has not  yet  reported  any
new news, industry insiders report that the senior
management at Modelleisenbahn will be making
announcements very soon:  Stay tune for more in
your next newsletter!
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Have news to share?

We will publish almost anything you can write as long as
it has to do with European TRAINS!

NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25th, every month
Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com     
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Talgo at 380 km/h Takes on
Airlines
MADRID, July 15th - In its first 18 months of full
operation, the Madrid - Barcelona high speed line
has made significant inroads into market share on
what was the country’s busiest domestic air corr-
idor. But RENFE Operadora believes it needs to
do  more  if  rail  is  to  achieve  total  dominance.
With 300 km/h operation the journey time is 2 h
40 min non-stop, or around 3 hours with calls at
Zaragoza, Lleida and Camp de Tarragona. 

While  the  Siemens-built  Series  103  and
Talgo/Bombardier  Series 102 sets  are  designed
for 350 km/h, the gauge-changing trains used for
through services off the standard-gauge line are
limited  to  250  km/h.   Talgo’s  Director  of
Research  &  Development  Dr  Emilio  García
announced  that  higher  speed  trials  will  be
undertaken later this year. 

These  tests  are  also  intended  to  contribute  to
another project, which will see the emergence in
2011 of  Talgo’s  next-generation  trainset,  code-
named  Avril  (Alta  Velocidad  Rueda
Independiente  Ligero).  Technical  details  are
under wraps until  mid-2010, but like the Series
130  Avril  will  have  two  driving  vehicles  on
powered bogies and 12 articulated trailers riding
on 11 single wheel sets. 

To  allow  train  operators  to  offer  fares
competitive  with  low-cost  airlines,  Avril  is
intended to provide up to 700 seats in a 200 m
single-deck  trainset.  Moving  the  traction
equipment  underfloor  will  release  space  in  the
power cars, and Talgo plans to capitalize on the
short 13 m length of the trailers by pushing the
width out to 3 200 mm, permitting 3+2 seating in
second class. 
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According  to  company insiders,  Avril  is  being
designed for operation at no less than 380 km/h,
with inter-car linkages helping to keep the wide
bodies  within  the  loading  gauge  and  possibly
providing a small degree of tilt in curves. While
the prototype  is  envisaged as  a  standard-gauge
trainset, it is also seen as a platform for a future
gauge-convertible  version.  Potential  customers
are reportedly ‘very interested’. 
 

Croatian Derailment kills Six
RUDINE,  July 25th –  A  two-car  train  carrying
about 90 passengers derailed in a remote area of
southern Croatia on Friday, killing six people and
injuring  at  least  55,  officials  said.   The  train,
traveling  from Zagreb,  Croatia's  capital,  to  the
city of Split, derailed in a remote, hilly area along
the  coast  20  miles  (30  kilometers)  from  its
destination.  The impact nearly broke one of the
two cars  in half,  leaving a gruesome tangle  of
metal, seats, blood and passengers' possessions.

Six  people  were
killed and at least
55  injured.
Medical  teams
and  helicopters
raced  to  the
scene to carry the

injured to local hospitals. 
A  couple  of  days  following  the  crash,  the
Croatian  police  arrested  eight  people  for
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interrogation,  state  radio  said.   It  has  been
reported  by  several  sources  that  a  new  weed
killer  was  spread  on  the  tracks,  making  it
impossible for the train to slow down going down
the coastal hill.  The effects of the chemical can
be seen on a spectacular video, where a rescue
train flew through the crash scene, unable itself
to stop, then derailing 50 yards down the hill!
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Finally,  according  to  local  media  reports,
Croatian  Sea,  Tourism,  Transport  and
Development Minister Bozidar Kalmeta decided
to dismiss all members of the management board
of the Croatian state-run railway.  Investigations
continue.

Local Food Drive
From Dale McNally:  Food Drive this Saturday,
August 15th from 9 AM to 4PM to benefit “St

Josephs  Family  Center”  in  Gilroy  and  “the
Community Pantry” in Hollister. 

“We would love to have you and your family join
us for a very different way to spend a Saturday.
Even if you cannot attend, please pass this on to
anyone  you  know  who  may  be  interested  in
gardening, model railroading or just a fun [and
inexpensive]  way to  entertain  their  family.  We
will have 11 families who have agreed to open
their homes that day to help us feed some hungry
kids. 
For  more  information  and  picture  on  their
website, 
www.bagrs.org/fooddrive 
If you have any questions, please email 
dalemcanally@verizon.net or 
408-848-1440 [evenings]
Or  Pat  DeLeon  408-846-4481  at  All  Aboard
Junction during the day.
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 Pictures of Summer ‘09

“Do you want large fries with that order?”  Quiz question:  “Does any reader know the location of this site?

   
         Belgian gems at St. Ghislain – Photo by Christian Auguiere  Through the weeds in Western Germany – Photo by Sicco Dierdorp


