Xmas Chapter Meeting
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Refreshments & Holiday Cheer will be provided!

1:00 - 5:00pm
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Saturday, Dec. 13
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Wear your ETE badge!

Parking at the Meeting

Use the Blackhawk Plaza Mall parking, and walk
through the Mall to reach the Museum entrance. The

is very limited parking behind the museum.
Please do not use the staff’s parking lot.
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Future Chapter Meetings

January 12 — John & Lalo Ruehle’s place,
February 9 — We're looking for a spot!

Module SIG Events

11/28/08 — 01/11/09
Late March / Early April

Blackhawk Museum
Hiller Aviation Museum
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Double heading on the largest ETE Blackhawk layout ever.
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Making sure the track is level between modules for Blackhawk '08-‘09

|. Local Dues

It's again that time of year! Your annual dues may
be remitted at the December meeting, or to:

! " #
The annual dues for our local San Francisco/Bay
Area Chapter ETE Chapter argd$0Q

For any questions or concerns, contact the Chapte
Treasurer Ed Rikkelmanrikkelman@msn.com

German BR44 and BR50 together pull a “Lange Heinrich” - 11/28/08

Due to an overload of work in these unusual ecooom
times, your editors took a break in the assemblyhef
ETE newsletter. Do not worry: there was no regtay
Area ETE meeting in November. Thank you for yol

Editors: Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann
Proof Reading: Nicola Recker
Publishing & Distribution: Jens Ullmann
SF Chapter Chairman: John Ruehle
SF Chapter Secretary: Lalo Ruehle
SF Chapter Treasurer/Membership: Ed Rikkelman
Events/Program Coordinator: Rolf Krumbiegel

patience and understanding. HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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Il. Meeting Sites castle module. All the structures on Steve’s module
The Chapter is always looking for between were built by Richard Orr.
to 6 meeting sites in 2009. Locations should
be suitable for technical presentations, as wélb come take a look during this holiday seasons Thi

as for the chapter meeting. will be our ninth annual holiday visit to the hmumau
If you have suggestions about venues for ~ The venue will run until Sunday, Jangary‘ 1Wwe
2009, please contact Rolf Krumbiegel. hope to see many of you at our holiday luncheon

meeting December 3t the museum.
/[ 0-1

We are very grateful and wish to express our
November Report: At this writing, we are gratitude to Rolf Krumbiegel who hosts this venue
approaching our final weekend at the Alden Lanevery year. He spends umpteen hours many months
Nursery Fall Festival venue. This seven day everi advance of this show in preparation down to the
spanned two weekends for the public and threlast detail. This year he was able to get an extrg
weekdays for school groups. Fourteen modules andeekend at the museum for the module owners to do
the yard/staging area were manned by 14 SIG amdaintenance and repair. A special word of
chapter members. The venue has been well attendappreciation also goes to Wolf Lietenberger who
throughout the week as visitors enjoyed the pldasadeveloped a module testing device and spent thé
warm weather while strolling around the gardens tentire weekend checking modules for those
view the scarecrows, petting zoo, hay bale mazegpublesome electrical problems. Bill Tharpe and
play structures, restored farm machinery, and &g e Charlie Smith were also on hand to help out where
delightful gardens. Over 600 weekend visitors andeeded. Finally, a kind and much appreciative word
550 school children enjoyed the layout. Manyof thanks to all the module owners who worked very
compliments were heard by the nursery staff as.well hard to make this all happen.

174

Sadly, we will not be returning to the nursery nextf you are interested in being a part of this ueiqu

year at this time. The dismal economy has takewenue this season as a docent, please contact Rg

another toll on us as the nursery needs to findngay (925) 939-7576 or email himolkru@earthlink.net

vendors for the events center. Meanwhile, kudos goe

to Rolf Krumbiegel for landing this site and Have a wonderful holiday season and the happiest o

coordinating the venue for two years. Our operatorlew Year.

and docents this year were: Rolf, A J Burgess,rPete

Dietrich, Rich Dolin, Don Good, Steve Imialek, Bill ;

Keaney, Wolfgang Lietenberger, lan Lorentzen, Stevéhrough Sun. January 112008

Stern, Chris Vais, Dieter Vorbach, Don Friedlund,This venue is open every day the museum is open.

and Charles Smith. It was great to see Stretchidon't forget to attend the ETE Holiday meeting ¢her

mountain modules alongside the other modules agaien December 13 Lunch will be provided by the
chapter.Please wear your nametag and your

December Report: Our ninth annual holiday venue ETE shirt for free admission to the museum.

is now in full swing at the Blackhawk Automotive Come enjoy the automobiles and the trains!

Museum in Danville. Twenty six, yes 26, member

owned modules and the six corners make this the

largest layout ever. There is almost four hundesst f A suggested topic for discussion at our December

(ves, 400°) of cro_wd_ pIe_asmg malnlln_e track. Ne.Wmeeting is the theme for our next EuroWest evetit ne
modules were built just in time for this event. IBIl

Keaney - with help from Rolf Krumbiegel, lan summer. Let us know if you want to help out!
Lorentzen, and Dieter Vorbach - built a dairyEuroWest 2007: Bastille Day

farm/horse stable module. Steve Imialek - with helfsuroWest 2008: History of European Trains
from the late Jim Lowe, lan, Rolf and Dieter - bail EuroWest 2009Bring your ideas!
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Kader, on the other hand, specialize in the
Mehano Shuts Down: "% manufacture of models for OEM customers and under
IZOLA, Solvenia, Nov 4 — Mehano, a leadingheir own proprietary brands such as Bachmann,
Slovenian model train and toy manufacturekViliams, Bachmann Branchline, Graham Farish,
announced that it has declared insolvency and Lidiput and Bachmann China. According to several
closing its manufacturing plant, dismissing alli®& sources, Sanda Kan will likely collapse, leaving
workers immediately. Twenty employees are likely teeveral companies without a manufacturer and
be re-hired, but simply for maintenance activities. possibly their tooling tied up and out of use. Some
odd ethics arise as well as the owner of its owmgea
Mehano has struggled financially for the last teof products will have control over the productioh o
years. Mehano had been making quality toys sinite rivals.
1952, and its products were exported to more tltan 3
countries. Mehano offered HO and N scale linek) the meantime, analysts are looking to hear peal-
their new Blue Tiger, Class 66, and VOSSLOHnancial results from the other big name in model
locomotives, as well as their high speed TGV anmdilway production in China, Regal Way. With
ICE, were superb models equal in offerings from thadfices in Hong Kong but production in China, they
best known European train makers. manufacture at least part of the Walthers and Nfarkl
HO ranges as well as most of Heljan's output.

DB IPO Again on Hold

BERLIN, Nov 3° - German Transport Minister
Wolfgang Tiefensee has confirmed that the IPO of a
24.9% stake in German Rail's Mobility and Logistics
division, scheduled for October 27, will not go atie
until next year. The federal government had hojed t
raise up to 8 billion from the sale, but halted the sale
last month amid fears the IPO would raise less than

4 billion.
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The dire news was no surprise to most analysts,
Various model railway Internet forums have been
discussing the recent upheavals in model railway
manufacturing sector. Recent worldwide economic
troubles are impacting all European firms, as \asll
their Asian assembly contractors. As reported
recently in Model Railway Express
(www.mremag.cory the two largest Chinese
manufacturers - who make trains under contractafor
number of brands - are to merge. To paraphrase thg
article: "If true, it means that Sanda Kan Indwadfri g
the manufacturers of many model railway brands, g
including Hornby, will be bought out by Kader
Manufacturing Trust, the makers of Bachmann anthe IPO must go ahead by mid-February to fall
Graham Farrish. Besides Hornby and various othgithin the current legislative period. If the IP@kes

Hornby Group products, the Hong Kong-based Sangce after mid-February, DB will only be allowen t

Kan make trains for Aristo-Craft, Athearn, Atlasyse its 2008 annual accounts to promote itself to
Life-Like, Lionel, Marklin, USA Trains, Walthers jnvestors, and these are unlikely to be published
and more." before April. With a general election due in

SIS
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September 2009, the government has indicated thrtead of at intervals of 240,000 km, and from
this may be too late. Tiefensee refused to sayhenetOctober 10 the ICE3 axle inspection regime was
the government intends the IPO to take place befdightened further to every 30,000 km.
or after the election.

On October 23 DB decided that the body tilting
ICE axle cracks wreak havoc mechanism should be switched out of use on the ICEt

BERLIN, Nov 28" — Passengers on Deutsche Bahnlsfleet to limit the forces exerted on the axlefisT
long-distance trains have had a torrid time in mecemeant the trains had to run at lower speed through
weeks following a series of incidents that culméaat Curves, wreaking havoc with timetables. On the

in the sudden withdrawal from service of all 71 KTE following day the entire fleet was withdrawn for
tilting train sets on October 24. “additional technical examinations”, reducing much

of DB's long-distance network to chaos, although DB

DB had been concerned about possible cracks in mgde _strenuous efforts _to run replacement services
axles of its ICE3 and ICE-T train sets after aneaxhiring in stock from Austria and Switzerland.
broke on an ICE3 on July 9, causing it to derailtas

left Koln Hbf. The train was moving slowly at theDB's drastic action followed a meeting with Alstom,
time and no-one was hurt. Bombardier and Siemens, the consortium of suppliers

: that had built the ICE-T fleet, at which DB had egk

] | the builders to provide “clear guarantees for safe
operation of the ICE-T vehicles”. Their response di
not satisfy DB, and it decided to instigate detiile
checks of the axles before releasing the traink bac
into service. DB has only one workshop in Minchen
able to undertake this task, limiting the checksato
trains a week. This means that passengers cantexpe
disruption to last well into the New Year.

The news of the aborted IPO and DB's latest whee
set problems combined to make headlines acros
Germany. ICE-T train sets are currently runninghwit
the tilt function disabled.

New Berlin North-South Link Approved
BERLIN, Oct £'— A new north-south S-Bahn service
: BEE ¢ through Berlin Hauptbahnhof should be in place by
Any incident involving wheels or axles in German)2016 under plans approved by the Berlin Senate's
evokes the specter of the Eschede disaster of 1998&jce for Urban Development. Construction is
when a broken wheel on an ICE1 travelling at 2Gfkpected to start next year for the new S21 line,
km/h led to a derailment that caused a bridge tonning off the orbital ring onto the north-southel
collapse on the train, killing 100 people. So ibsld to Hauptbahnhof (by 2015), and south towards
come as no surprise that the Federal Railw&ptsdamer Platz by 2018. A triangular junction wdoul
Authority, Germany's railway safety regulator, sldoube created between Westhafen and Wedding station
instruct DB in July to inspect the axles on its 30@ permit access to Hauptbahnhof from both the
km/h flagship ICE3 train sets at intervals of 6@00northwest and northeast.
instead of every 300,000 km.

The southern extension would run underground
Discovery on October 8 of a 2 mm crack in an ICE-dlongside the Reichstag, where a dedicated statio
axle prompted EBA to decree that axles on these 28@y be built, to a junction with the existing S-Bah
km/h train sets should be inspected every 45,000 kime from Friedrichstra3e towards Potsdamer Platz.
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An initial budget of 317 million has been set for theits normal capacity following the introduction of a
project. The German federal government is preparachended timetable on October 1.
to fund up to 60% of the project.

Swiss Borders to Fade Away

SNCF to Lease Locomotives _ BASLE, Oct 31 — Swiss borders with the EU may
PARIS, Nov 20 — The French National Railway®on disappear as Switzerland will likely join

(SNCF) is to transfer part of its 1400-strong fteigEurope's border-free Schengen zone on December 12.

locomotive fleet into a new subsidiary companyesll_uzius Mader, deputy director of the Swiss justice
Akiem, to be launched on January 1 nextyear.  office, attending EU talks in Brussels, confirmédit

< ' he did not see anything else standing in the way of
Swiss membership. It is unlikely that there wié b
any political obstacles to overcome.

A European Union gam
advisory  council
will take a final

o i ' decision at the end
The Iocomotlves which are currently underutilizeg November.

will be available for lease. Initially, 233 locom®s Approval must be
worth 430 million will be transferred to Akiem, butinanimous for
by 2013 the fleet is expected to grow to 400. Switzerland to be &g
welcomed into the @y ®
Eurostar maintains steady growth group of Schenge
LONDON, Oct. 18" — Eurostar says passengetountries. The Schengen accord abolishes systemat
numbers on its high-speed services from London ¢ontrols on individuals within its zone of appliceat
Paris and Brussels increased 6.4% to 2.37 miliion and increases cooperation in the fight againstseros
the third quarter of this year, despite disruptioporder crime.
caused the partial closure of the Channel Tunnel
following a fire last month. Passenger numbergHer While terrestrial borders would be dismantled on
first nine months of the year were up 13.9% over tlbecember 12, air transport will still be subject to
same period in 2007 to 7 million, while ticket salepassport controls until the new flight timetables a
have risen 17.2% to £521.1 m|II|on introduced at the end of March next year.

The biggest impact would be to international

commuters, such as around Basle and Geneva. Unt
now, many Basel-Mulhouse regional trains have been
skipping Basel-St.Johann station, apparently at the
request of French customs. The "international" S

Bahn (S1) trains bear signs warning passengersonot

ride with declarable goods. Following approval,

custom checks across all Swiss borders rail crgssin
would end.

B s RZD Revenues Top Rubles 1 Trillion
The Channel Tunnel was closed completely MOSCOW, Oct. 10 — Russian Railways (RZD) says
September 11 and 12 following a fire on board ekruits revenue in 2007 increased by 15.7% to a recorg
shuttle train, and a section of the North tunn@ubles 1,161 billion ($US 45.8 billion). Profit loeé
remains closed while Eurotunnel carries out repaitax for 2007 increased by 5.7% to Rubles 215 Iijlio
However, Eurostar says it is now operating at 93% and net profit rose by 3.6% to Rubles 145 billion.
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Railfreight revenue last year increased 14% totreafinal tubes sunk on Bosphorus Tunnel
Rubles 768.6 billion, while passenger revenue was ISTANBUL, Oct 17 — The ambitious project to link
nearly 19% at Rubles 140.8 billion. RZD says fibatthe Asian and European sides of Istanbul reached a
has invested more than Rubles 1 trillion during thfilestone on September28vhen the final undersea
last five years, and the annual rate of investnh@st section of the Marmaray Tunnel was lowered into
been increasing steadily. In 2004, RZD investgsbsition. Over the last 16 months, 11 concrete élnn
Rubles 139 billion, compared with Rubles 255 billiosections, each weighing up to 19,000 metric tons,

last year. This year, RZD expects to invest Rubl@gve been lowered from a catamaran into a trench on

400 billion. the floor of the Bosphorus. The tunnel is desigtted
_ _ withstand a magnitude 7.5 earthquake and runs 58
Russian broad gauge to Vienna? meters below the surface at its lowest point, n@kin

DOBRA Slovakia, Nov 28 — A memorandum dhe world’s deepest immersed tunnel.

understanding has been signed by Mr. Viladimir

Yakunin, president of Russian Railways (RZD), vkhe biggest challenge was the strong currents ef th
Michal Kospjuk, deputy director of UkrainiarpoSPhorus. At 10 to
Railways (UZ) and Mr. Lubomir Vazny, Slovakia’d® meters depth there
transport minister to extend 1524mm-gauge tralks? [0t Of turbulence _ .5
from Kosice in Slovakia to the Austrian bordef/nere fresh —water, g
Yakunin said that the new line would form part g tffom the Black Sea §
freight corridor between the Adriatic port of Kopier Meets salt water from =
Slovenia and the Pacific Rim and China. He alsd di¢ ~ Mediterranean.
he hoped the new broad-gauge line would be open'B§ channel is also
2014 at the earliest and by 2018 at the lat@e ©Of the busiest
Identifying a suitable terminal in the Vienna area SNIPPINg lanes in the world.

still necessary. Russian Railways would also CCtBTSiThe $US 3.5 billion project, which will be compldte

passenger trains on the new route. in October 2011, also requires nearly 10 km of
) . adjoining bored tunnel, 2.4 km of cut and cover
New Plastic RR Ties Tested tunnel, and 76 km of new and upgraded railway to

LEVERKUSEN Germany, Nov. 4 — A service life ofcreate the cross-city link from Gebze in the east t
at least 50 years is expected from the new Eslam Ngalkali in the west. The line will have 39 station
Lumber FFU Polyurethane railroad ties whickhree of them underground and will have capacity fo
Voestalpine has installed on private sidings sendn 150,000 passengers per direction per hour. It el
chemical plant at Leverkusen in Germany. electrified at 25kV ac and freight trains will opee

through the tunnel between 11pm and 6am.
The 74 meter siding has 136 polyurethane ties, lgnost

2.2 long. They are produced by a Japanese firjyst Let It Go, Man!

Sekisui Chemical. The new ties can be sawn, millg§orpEAUX. Oct. 2% — A passenger on a French
screwed and nailed with the same tools used #kin had to be rescued by firemen after having his

timber processing. Individual ties can be replacegy, sycked down the on-board toilet aboard a train
when needed, and the material can be recycled. H}ﬁlelling in western France to Bordeaux.

closed-cell structure absorbs very little water, so
electrical insulating properties are not impairaad it The 26-year-old victim found himself trapped when
is resistant to grease, oil and de-icing salts. he tried to fish out his mobile phone, which haltefa

into the toilet bowl, and then got stuck within the
The manufacturer says the flexural strength {§jers suction system. The high-speed TGV train

significantly higher than wood, even after 15 yeargaq to stop for two hours while firemen cut through
More than 90,000 polyurethane ties are laid evefis train's pipe work. The man was carried away by

year in Japan, with more than 1.3 million alreadymergency services, with the toilet still attactedis
installed. arm.
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European Rail News — In Brief lines were closed due to heavy snow falls. Trair
services are replaced by buses (!) between 21 - 2

» Starting on 14 December, the Berlin — Paris night
November.

train will no longer cross Belgium. CityNightLine,
has decided to divert the train and enter Francem
through Forbach. This is to be the last nighintrai .
service in Belgium.

» Accidents don’t only happen on ETE modules: On
Nov. 3 at Munich Hauptbahnhof, an ICE being
% & & . e readied for a later departure with no passengers g
' ° ( board, and was rammed into the bumper at the er
» The RhB has announced that they will have to of track 15.
close the Ardez - Scuolline next year for 8 months
(April - November 2009) in order to allow the
second part of Tasna tunnel refurbishment. During
the closure, Scuol station will be refurbished as
well.

» Swiss rail fans report that the RhB Blue crocodile,
Ge 6/6 412, has officially been withdrawn on 18

The damage was overl00,000 (the nose of the
ICE contains a power generator), and the bumpe
was pushed back about one meter. Whoops!

> Another “obvious distraction” in Gouda (NL) .....

“"““ih | L__'

Nov 2008 It will be stripped for spare parts and
the rest will go to the scrap yard.

» Other RhB maintenance will suspend all Glacier
Express trains from October 20 — December 13:8
This suspension will also allow a renewal of track ¢ ==
between Visp and Brig.

» Snow arrived early this year in the Alps, affecting
rail traffic in Austria and Switzerland. The RhB
reported that the Chur — Arosa and Davos — Filisu
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For additional details, download the Blackhawk Directions (http://www.blackhawkmuseum.org/download/directions.pdf)




