. Xmas Chapter Meeting Saturday, Dec. 12 w4
1:00 - 5:00pm New

Year

Refreshments & Holiday Cheer prov ided! Wear your ETE badge!

Parki Blackh K Direct your questions about membership and dues t¢
arking at Blackhaw our new Chapter Treasurer Alvin Burgess, or ETE
Use the Blackhawk Plaza Mall parking, walk through Treasurer Steve Stern.

the Mall to reach the Museum entrance.
Please do not use the staff's parking lot

Future Chapter Meetings

January 9 —John & Lalo Ruehle’s place,
February 13 — Generations Church, Belmont

A. Local Dues:

It's again that time of year, time once again toemw
your membership dues for the 2010 Calendar year,
you haven't done so already. Some of you hav
already submitted your dues renewal, thank you fo
being proactive!

Your annual dues may be remitted at the December ) Y* S o+, - &l |
meeting, or to ounew ETE PO box address: |
ETE

PO Box 2021

Dublin, CA 94568

The annual dues for our local San Francisco/BayAre
Chapter ETE Chapter ar8&%0Q

We have attached the membership application for™
2010. You can find it on the ETE website or

Editors: Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann
Proof Reading: Nicola Recker
Publishing & Distribution: Jens Ullmann

Please include a copy of the application with your
renewal as it now contains an option box to opt out ¢ SF Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle
3rd party mailings for future exclusion. Unless yo / SF Chapter Secretary: Lalo Ruehle
opt out, you will be included in any future 3rd fyar SF (I;haptte;PTreaSUr‘g/MedmbfirSh'% ?'}‘("” Bgfgesls
mailings for “railroad related mailings”. ventsirrogram Loordinator: ROl Krumblege
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B. More SF Bay Area Chapter News:

| "%
Having recovered the missing notes from October’s . . :
Chapter meeting, here is some additional news: Y€ are finishing up 2009 and starting 2010 with our
_ annual winter holiday venue at the Blackhawk

A formal announcement was made welcomin utomotive Museum in Danville. We've had quite an
our new ETE Treasurer, Alvin Burgess, wh ' q

takes over next year for Ed Rikkelman. AIviﬁEXCitirlg year with our six venues. In fact, by tiree

knows he is stepping into some big shoes, but & leave Blackhawk in 2010 the SIG will have

: : s operated for a total of 501 running hours over 88
Vc\)llrlll ?he;ptguigngft]‘ri]r?at;izzltlgrr:.u date was releaseue days. Over 8,000 folks will have visited the
durin th% October m’eetin p Earninas froﬁ;:;:\xyout (some sources say it's closer to 12,0000is T

g 9 9 Jgar we will be operating on weekends after the
EuroWest were the best ever to date! As a resocelﬁicial close of the Blackhawk venue. These

the current Chapter balance is around $7,600. ) -
. eekends will allow beginning operators a chance to
Complete details and a balance sheet can p€_

. : earn’ the system under the watchful eye of vatera
obtained through Alvin.

. : . operators. It will also allow us to practice swi
Reminder: Elections for Chapter officers occur P P )

- T operations. Please contact Rolf Krumbiegel (925)
during the Chapter meeting in December. 939-7576 orolkru@earthlink.netf you would like to

There was some discussion regarding the neWe ate or docent. We do need docents (see separa
3000 square feet for the SIG modules te below).

Blackhawk. = Two special private operating
weekend session are planned after the evditm Melka, lan Lorentzen, Bill Keaney, Peter Barnes

closes in January. Thank you, Rolf! and | were invited to Seth Neumann’s house forya da
of operational running on his San Jose to Pleasanto
C. New Members: layout. We were introduced to car cards, way bills

All in attendance at the October meeting welcom d Working with a dispatcher (former member Joe
three new members, Steve Braman, and Vladimir aDﬁscoII) to move our consists from the various
Lina Rappaport. Vladimir has interest in Russia§itch yard industries onto the mainline. Afteru f
trains, and particular knowledge of trams (angay of railroading fun, we decided to try a simpler
interurbans) around St. Petersburg. version of switching operations on our modules gisin
D. Chapter Meeting Sites for 2010 both passenger and freight trains. Certainly th'is w

: (gd to visitor interest and keep us awake in next

Locations and dates for our 2010 chapter meetin@ear,S venues. Thank vou. Peter Bames. for ar :
will soon be distributed. Details will be availabat > VENUes. | you, ’ ng
our visit to Seth’s layout.

the December chapter meeting.
The Chapter is always looking for places to hold odhe module SIG held another meeting at our secong
monthly meetings. Locations should be suitable fé¥ktoberfest chapter meeting hosted by Rolf
technical presentations, discussion area, and soffgmbiegel. This time the focus was on Blackhawk,
snacks. If you have suggestions or want to hostc@rner issues, switching operations, and a delbfief

meeting, please contact Rolf Krumbiegel. the Tracy venue. lan did a remarkable job explgnin
_ the intricacies of our corner system and noted @her
E. Job Openings / Careers improvements could be made if we wanted to expanc

We will be soon starting to solicit help for eventgy wider radius curves. He brought in several paste
next year, especially for EuroWest 2010. Pleagg¢ possible corner modules and presented
contact Jens Ulimann or the Chapter leadershipnifathematical tables to explain it all. He also sHar
you would like to help in any capacity. the new end profile standard with the larger stot f
Jim Recker is looking for someone to take Oveke wego connectors and some strategies for affixin
his role in collecting the news and writing oufrack to the track board. Dieter Vorbach reported o
monthly newsletter. No experience necessakyie success of the Tracy venue noting the politenes
just a keen interest in collecting photos and e®rignd respectfulness of the visitors, especially the
that you feel would interest your fellow ETEyounger ones, and what a pleasure it was to rue.the
members. Please contacthinat, 1 ) .  The “meeting” after the meeting and German style

2

)
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buffet lunch focused on the geometry of the six
corners and the need to repair the tunnel correr Module SIG Events

the Blackhawk venue closes. Issues on improving thié/27/09 —01/10/10  Blackhawk Museum

catenary and lighting system were also discussed. | Early April 2010 Hiller Aviation Museum Event
If you would like to be a modular owner, lan

Lorentzen (510) 793-2038 dorentzen@comcast.net I $# %

has a set of three modules for sale in very good _ _ _

working condition. Bomb Derails Russian Train

UGLOVKA, Russia, Nov 27 — Thirty-nine people
* The Blackhawk venue will be in thedied and nearly 100 were injured when a Russian
newly remodeled downstairs gallery near thexpress train on the Moscow-St. Petersburg mae lin
classroom where the Dec. chapter meeting is helas derailed by an explosive devise during the
This venue is open every day the museum is op@yening rush hour. The last four last cars detailed
Don't forget to attend the ETE Holiday meeting ¢hefell down an embankment. The Moscow-St.
on December 12 Lunch will be provided by the Petersburg Nevsky Express 14-coach train was
chapter.Please wear your nametag and your reportedly travelling at 200km/h when the incident
ETE shirt for free admission to the museum. occurred, with 682 passengers with 29 staff ondhoar
Come enjoy the automobiles and the trains! ; e S A

While the exhibit at the Blackhawk Museum ha
already started, we always need people to signsup-———=

docents. We are now in a new area downstairs
a more spacious room compared to the area upst
which has been filled up with more cars. Our ne;
location is next to the classroom where we norma
hold our December Meeting. The new room wi
allow us to set up a more rectangular layout and §
now have a carpeted floor to stand on. So plee :
consider volunteering as a DOCENT and join in © *REUTERS/Denis Sinyakov

our 9th year at this wonderful location. If intsted, |nvestigators have found traces of an explosive
please call Rolf Krumbiegel at (925) 939 -7576, afevice; reportedly the equivalent of 7 kilos of T
you can e-mail him ablkru@earthlink.net the scene of the derailment. A criminal invesiigat

is now underway.
4,000 HOURS !! .

Greg David and Jens Ullmann have been keepin%/%e Nevsky Express was attacked before in 2007
watchful eye on this 32 sq. ft. layout since it &edn en a similar bomb .falle.d .to' derail the train but
April 2007. Greg has reported that the trains ha\pgvertheless caused minor injuries to about 60lpeop
been running for over 4,000 hours! We have go'llrére'trospect, the attackers may have leamned trem
through a few loks but the Marklin BR-50 keepBr€Vvious attempt.
chugging along on the outer loop. Steam and diesel . . .
lok donations are always welcome. New Russian th Speed Train
Please contact Steve Imialek at (925) 516-1673 MOSCOW, Nov 23 — Just days before an attack on a
imialek@pacbell.net or Wolf Leitenberger at Russian Intercity express train, RZD (Russian Rail)

(831) 673-4821 owolfgang@eisenbahnclinic.com Published the timetable for the new high-speed
_ ~service to be launched on December 18 betweer
Have a wonderful holiday season and the happiest\®fscow and St Petersburg, using the first of its

New Year. Sapsan trains supplied by Siemens. The morning an

N
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evening trains will take just 3h 45min for the 660k Voters accepted an extra credit of CHF113 million
trip with trains running at a maximum of 250km/h.  (US$112 million) for the new rail link by 61.2%.
RZD will charge US$185 for a first-class ticket an@verall the Swiss government will pay 57% of the
US$115 for a second-class ticket. Each train veiltdn total bill for the line - an estimated CHF1.6 lahi -
two first-class and eight second-class coaches. with the rest being covered by canton Geneva. The

| i Geneva Green party had strongly opposed the link
and a long tunnel because it claims it does natesol
the overriding problem of traffic into Geneva by
thousands of cross-border workers.

DB to Run Swedish Regional Network
STOKHOLM, Nov 2% — German Rail (DB) is
celebrating its first contract to operate a regioad
network outside Germany after subsidiary DB Regio
Sweden clinched a 10-year concession in the
Ostergotland province.

The deal covers the operation of Ostergétatrafiken
YES to CEVA! regional services, which are centered on Linkdping

GENEVA, Nov 29" — While Swiss voters wereand Norrkdping, 200 kilometers southwest of
banning minarets, voters in canton Geneva approveickholm. The concession begins in December 201(
credit for a key cross-border rail link: The CEvAand covers the operation of 3.3 million train-knt pe
train link between GenevaBornavin train station, Year, rising to 3.8 million train-km by 2020.

Eaux Vives and the French town otknne'masse Ostergotatrafiken ordered a fleet of five class X61
would make the French border accessible fro

Geneva's centre in around 20 minutes. FinallElorad'a Nordic trains from Alstom last year which

o , , . Will be delivered next year, allowing the introdioct

Geneva gets its “RER” — a regional express train. . . : .
of a 20-minute interval service from Norrkdping.
FRANCE L ° Al -\
- . \odeh Infrastructure Merger in Scandinavia

e .~ HELSINKI, Nov 27" —Two of the Nordic region’s
railway infrastructure authorities are to disappiar
2010, as their respective governments move to
consolidate their transport administrations. Fist
disappear will be Finnish rail infrastructure seevi
RHK, which is to become part of a new Finnish
Transport Infrastructure Agency from January 1.
According to the Finnish government, transport and
infrastructure will in future be viewed more cleads
a whole that serves the needs of citizens and éssin

. Cartigny !hm-:l
e ¢

o Canfignan -] L
Asully A Plan-les-Cuatos
L

x,o:mu Party- .,

Cateus Troinex .~

‘.“T' ~ SHEI-“; -‘!Mﬂm“ﬂ/ FRAN

- _ _ _ Meanwhile, the Swedish government confirmed that
The project, which has been in planning and argugg) infrastructure authority Banverket is to berged
about for almost a century, was opposed by a vog@th national roads agency Vagverket from April 1

minority which argued that it was too expensive argh10, creating a unified transport infrastructure
did not solve Geneva's major traffic problemguthority.

CEVA is aimed at serving around 900,000 people

living in the region. With 5 new stations (and &uropean Union regulations first broke up rail
terminal in France), the mostly underground 16 krmonopolies in the late 1990's. New economic
line should be completed by 2016. realities are forcing efficiencies in many courdrie

)
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Belgian Train Going Too Fast Kills One Swiss Avalanche Strikes Train
MONS, Nov. 2% — A SNCB local train with 20 ANDERMATT, Nov 30" — The first big winter
passengers in a three-car EMU derailed as it wasowfall in the Alps caught a Matterhorn Gotthard
entering the train station at Mons in southemahn train off-guard, derailing it and pushingighitly
Belgium. Initial reports revealed that the tramezed off its grade, injuring two passengers. A rescesnt
the station without slowing down, at a speed @vacuated them in a snow plow train to Andermatt,
150km/h (90 MPH)! where they were taken by ambulance to a hospital.

a3 O

5* 6 "&7 $
+ o4 The MGB had been mulling whether to close the line
The train from Tournai derailed over switches in lBetween Andermatt and Sedrun due to heavy snowfa
curve. Two cars split off down an embankment afdow the line is blocked for at least several days.
the other jack-knifed across the main line. Tlantr
conductor, a 26-year old woman, was killed. T
engineer and\two other passengers were injured.

TORABE T~ D

eanwhile, the Rhaetian Railway (RhB) announced

e closure of the Albula line in the Engadine, and
suspension of evening service on the Bernina lin
between Pontresina and Poschiavo for safety reasons
Although delighting skiers, it is expected that \nea
snowfall will cause havoc on road and rail trafiinc
southern Switzerland for the next several days.

D

Bernina Line’s 100 " Birthday
St. MORITZ, Nov. 18 —

The historic Rhaetian
Railway (RhB) Bernina line

is to be celebrated several
times during 2010 for its

100" year in operation. A

+ 4 ! .
Apparently signal lights requiring a 60 km/h speeﬂNES.CO V\I/orzld Herrlltage_l
limit may not have been functioning. HowevefIte s!nceGiu i'l 008t’t € rafl
Infrabel, the Belgian infrastructure agency, clai th 'T. q HHOmEters - o
that speed limit signs were there. Furthermore,"th'.g -altitude engineering
engineer, with many years of experience, shoula ha\(\//lzardry between St. Moritz

NN . and Tirano, running against
instinctively known to slow down approaching Mons,[he backdrop of the tallest

Investigator will also be looking to see if workibg peaks in the Swiss canton . _
done on a “crocodile” (Belgian automatic signanng;raubunden. The rail line is the highest-altituali,
device) contributed to the accident. year-round rail connection across the Alps.
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This special celebration will include historic trai Lithuanian. The previous system was based on

runs on the 28 of January, February and March. ImRussian relay technology.

the fall, on September £6a four day trip of “100

hours of railway enjoyment” has been announced tt&®NCB First To Report Trouble

will include several special historic train runs e BRUSSELS, Nov. 20— Rail operators across Europe

Bernia line, and a side trip on the world-famousare now reporting the results for the first hal26D9.

Gotthard Line. First are the consolidated operating results of the

For only CHFL,250.00, railway enthusiasts will rideBelglan Railways Group — SNCB — which suffered

. 7 . . from the poor performance of their freight division

in historic cars behind the restored BermnB . : . )

«Crocodile» locomotive Ge 4/4 no. 182, ride the neweSIOIte the nerease in domestic passenger reveny
' ’ -and other activities, turnover (€1.248 million)2008

Allegra railcar, the Bernina Express (with dinnar i . S
. ! . . compared to an overall negative trend (- €82.8iomill
the observation car), the Alpine Classic Berning . : S
S . Or -6.2%). This is mainly due to the deterioratmn

Pullman Express, the historical yellow-liverie

Bernina train, and more. For more information, s e revenue from freight traffic and to a lesseteak
3 R 9' ) i » S%he decline in revenue from international travel.

- - - Lisbon — Madrid TGV Takes Shape
First Automatic Rail Yard In The East LISBON, Oct. 20" — A consortium, including Tave

st . .
VILNIUS, Ot 3 Lead by Siemes MOl &yl e and Elo, have preseted o bi t
gy <fart construction of the second phase of the n&#W H

the capital Vilnius on behalf of Lithuanian Railvgy t0 Madrid. This new 34km. section will include a

Lletuvos. Gele |nke]|a| (LG). This is the .f'rSt new bridge over the Tagus (Tajo) River. The bid
automatic marshalling yard to enter operation In:.

Eastern Europe. Its performance has been boosteopggle is for €1.87 billion.

1,200 cars per day to a current total of 3,000suit \What needs to still be built is a 167km link to the

addition to savings in maintenance costs, danger®sanish border. A selection for bids on that phase

manual gravity shunting work is also avoided. will be decided after the elections in the fall2€f10.
The ultimate goal is to build a high-speed linettha

The marshalling yard is the hub for cargo trainth il link the two Iberian capitals in less than 8urs.
Baltic region. The yard had reached its capaaityt$

due to rising transport volumes in east-west trat®. Best British Autumn Month On Record

automated process not only accelerates the cuttifgnpoN. Nov. 28" — The first month of the difficult
procedure and boosts shunting quality; it alsoreffey .+ mnal period has seen record performance fot

the advantage of eliminating highly dangerous Woiiain's trains of trains arriving on time. Petieight

that was previously necessary on the tracks, sach(fs October to 14 November) is the start of the
the placing of scotch blocks by brakemen. difficult autumn period that sees train service

- _ _ ) punctuality traditionally fall by up to five percege
The existing track installation and 21 swﬂcheseweboints as trains have to cope with the railways

completely renewed in the yard's humping area whilgy jiyalent of black-ice, compacted leaf mulch. sThi

the number of classification tracks was increasgdiog saw the first autumnal month ever to seiedra
from 16 to 20. To this end, the layout of the @iV yaintain performance above 90%.

tracks was also modified to create additional reute
and greater useful distances. Four existing stgblinHave news to share?

tracks were also extended to 1,000 meters each and

four new stabling tracks with lengths of 1,000 metg We will publish almost anything you can write as long as
each were built. Moreover, 25 hydraulic clagp'as o do with European TRAINS!

retarders were installed in three staggered grolps. | NoTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25", every month
operating and maintenance personnel's workplacesend contributions to: jcrecker@cs.com

were adjusted for commands and messages| in
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From the EuroWest Desk:

EuroWest 2010: EuroWest 2011:

The weekend is set for July®4nd 25th, but a topic Maybe a bit early, but | think we have a great
is missing. We started with “Bastille Day” in 20079pportunity here to showcase our flavor of the hobb
had “History of Trains” in 2008 and last year hastelo the nation. In 2011 the NMRA will have their
the “High Speed Trains” at Hiller. | believe Euroge convention in Sacramento between Jufyedid &'

benefits from being dedicated to a theme and wodfformation can be found on:

like to continue with it. http://www.x2011west.org

I'd like to ask the members to think about a tapiey

would like to see in 2010. I'd like to see EuroWest 2011 on Jul{ @nd 18' as
an extension to the NMRA convention with a theme
like

“American trains in/from Europe”.

And if a BigBoy can shunt a Spaten Beer Car intfron
of a brewery, Mission accomplished.

Thank you for your considerations and suggestians i
advance
Jens Ullmann
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