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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

March       To be announced at the Feb. meeting 
 

April   Hiller Aviation Museum, San Carlos  
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
April 5-17 Hiller Aviation Museum, San Carlos  
May 8 -23 Mechanics Bank, Richmond 
 

 

January 10th, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 2:00PM, at his home in San Francisco.  ETE thanks 
John and Lalo Ruehle for having a meeting at their 
home. 
 

The February meeting will be held at the ECMC in 
Mountain View.  
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B.  New Members and Guests:  
John welcomed 2 new members Heint Brinks and Bill 
Geyer. 
 

B.  EuroWest 2009 Planning:  
EuroWest planning has begun!  Several themes were 
discussed.  After a vote, we now have a theme for 
2009 - “High-speed Trains.”  This theme ties in well 
with the current voter approved initiative for a new 
high-speed rail line between Northern and Southern 
California.  EuroWest 2009 will be held on July 26 
and 27, 2009.  More planning is still to be made.  We 
are always looking for volunteers.  New members are 
always welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C.  Upcoming Event Calendar:  
- We will be at the Hiller Aviation Museum in both 

April (SIG Modules) and July (EuroWest 2009).  
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D.  Special Acknowledgement:  
At the meeting, John and the membership especially 
acknowledged Rolf Krumbiegel for all the work he 
does to bring the Bay Area Chapter of ETE to so 
different meeting places and venues.  Thank you so 
much Rolf for all you do! 
 

E.  Annual Chapter Dues:  
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Meeting Saturday, February 14 th, 12:30 or 1:00 –  5:00pm   
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Refreshments:  Please bring items listed ( �������� ) if your LAST name starts with  
A-G: Desserts   H-O: Finger Foods   P-Z: Drinks 
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Editors:  Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann  
Publishing & Distribution:  Jens Ullmann 
ETE Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle 
ETE Secretary:  Lalo Ruehle 
ETE Treasurer:   Ed Rikkelman 
ETE Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel 
ETE Module SIG News:  Steve Imialek 
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F.  2008 Treasurer’s Report: by Edwin Rikkelman  
I am happy to report that 2008 ended in the Black.  
The SF Chapter recovered from a high operating cost 
year in 2007.  In the 2008 year we show positive 
income from chapter operating costs and a strong 
cash flow from the EuroWest event.   Some 
contributing factors to this positive year include 
- A make up in the cash flow from the shirt 
orders over the 2007 to 2008 cycle.  We ordered new 
shirts in 2008 when all the shirts from the 2007 order 
were not sold.  In 2008 we sold the residual 2007 
shirts (Many were over size shirts never claimed) as 
well as all but two shirts from the 2008 order.    
- The chapter collected the remaining $300 
from the loan of $1000 to a member of the SIG so the 
modules can stay in the group.  In 2007 we collected 
$700 and the rest was collected in 2008.  
- EuroWest had a great impact on the 2008 
bottom line.  We need to use the EuroWest 2007 to 
2008 summary report to plan the same financial 
results for EW 2009.  Care needs to be taken on the 
planning for the cost for the EuroWest Dinner.  This 
was the factor that made the difference in a positive 
dollar amount in the 2008 vs. 2007 EW and Year End 
balance sheet.    
 

It should be noted that the cost for Food/Beverage has 
been on the rise.  I think this is a good thing.  These 
costs fund many of the monthly meetings that take 
place at some of the venue style monthly meetings 
such as Danville Train Station (July), Oktoberfest 
(September) and Blackhawk (December).   This 
spend is a benefit to the members who come to the 
monthly meetings.  I hope this will encourage more 
attendance in the future as our membership seems to 
have promise to grow for 2009.     
 
F.  ETE Jackets:  
Lalo Ruehle talked about changing the jacket style 
and color.  She has changed her original proposal to a 
Bright Navy/Pewter to match the our ETE polo shirts 
and T-shirts, which are navy blue. The membership at 
the meeting voted and agreed to this change.  
 

For those that are interested, check them out at their 
website: www.all-awards.com.  Select outerwear and 
then Corporate in the jacket section.  Please look at 
J730 which is &�� �
# ���� ����	#���.����12�����3��"� . 
 
The meeting then adjourned, but the party went on. 
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An email from Blaine Bachman, ETE Board member: 
“I'm pleased to announce that Alan Todd has 
accepted the Board of Directors' nomination to serve 
as Board Chairman of ETE for 2009. I'll leave it to 
Alan to announce the remainder of the Officer 
Appointments for the year. 
 

Alan is the new 'owner' of the email address 
'ETE.Chair@googlemail.com’, so if you wish to 
contact the Chairman, you may continue 
to use that same address. 
 

Anyone who wishes to contact me may use 
'blbachman@gmail.com '.  I will continue to work as a 
Board Member and have plenty of responsibilities for 
2009. 
 

I wish to extend my appreciation to y'all for your 
continuing efforts in promoting ETE's goals. I 
generally enjoyed my tenure as Chairman and 
really got a kick out of meeting and talking with so 
many of you at the EuroShows.   
Blaine.” 
 

At the most recent National ETE Board meeting a 
new slate of officers were elected, including 
Chair: Alan Todd 
Vice-Chair: Richard Anglin 
Treasurer: Steve Stern 
Secretary: Fred Pennington 
 
Board members without Portfolio: 
John McVeigh 
Blaine Bachman 
Barry Kriegsman 
 
Key Function Leaders: 
Webmeister: Steve Stern 
Membership Administration: Steve Stern 
Membership Development: Barry Kriegsman 
Organizational Structure: Blaine Bachman 
 

Express Staff: 
Publisher: Barry Kriegsman 
Editor: Kurt Mishka 
Art Director: John Gould 
For more up-to-date information on the latest news 
(gossip and more) and discussion about our National 
ETE Board, please subscribe to ETE Mail group list 
forum on Yahoo (groups.yahoo.com).  There has been 
a lot of “sharing” and “opinions”.  Alan will share his 
thoughts in the editorial in the next issue of Express, 
which will also include the dates for the board 
meeting for this calendar year. 
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Have news to share?  
 
We will publish almost anything you can write as long as 
it has to do with European TRAINS! 
 
NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25th, every month 
Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com   
 

�������������� �� !�"��#��$
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Our eighth annual holiday venue at the Blackhawk 
Museum in Danville was another rousing success. All 
the modules in the SIG were hooked up giving the 
trains 400 feet of track!  Here are some of the 
highlights: Peter Barnes manned his switching yard 
puzzle for a couple of weekends to the immense 
enjoyment of the operators; the Monterey Bay 
Porsche Club of America filled the outdoor plaza with 
their Porsches on Jan. 3 and Chris Vais ran a special 
Porsche Train; and we had over 550 visitors on 
January 11th,  our last day of operation. The following 
Wednesday after the venue closed, Rolf Krumbiegel, 
our host for this venue, ran his trains so they could be 
videotaped by a train buff, and the entire Rossmoor 
Camera Club was on hand to photograph our layout 
one last time. We’ve been invited back to Blackhawk 
next year so mark your calendars for Nov. 27, 2009 
through January 10, 2010.  
 

The SIG standards have been upgraded to provide 
more reliable signal operation and Wolfie 
Leitenberger did a yeoman’s job of checking out as 
many modules as he could before the Blackhawk 
venue. All the modules going to our next venue, 
Hiller Aviation Museum from April 5-17, will have to 
be pre-inspected and necessary modifications made 
before the venue opens.  Module owners, please 
contact Wolfgang, wolfgang@eisenbahnclinic.com or 
call him at (831) 637-4440 to make an appointment to 
have your module upgraded.  
 

The tunnel corner, which must be paired with the 
reverse corner, was found to have developed some 
serious inside track problems. This issue is being 
discussed for future modifications. Thank you, 
Wolfie, for identifying and photographing the 
problem for us. 
 

The SIG is proud to announce that we are now listed 
in the 2009 San Ramon Valley Town Planner 
calendar.  Our Danville Museum of the San Ramon 
Valley venue is listed everyday the museum is open  

from June 30 to July 12. You can also see that our 
Blackhawk venue is listed starting Nov. 27 to the last 
day of Dec. every day the museum is open. Thank 
you, Rolf Krumbiegel, for landing us this free 
advertisement. The calendar is sent to every resident 
in the San Ramon Valley area.  
 

 
 

Remember that during our Hiller venue, the Easter 
Bunny will arrive by helicopter on April 11 and the 
Young Eagles, a group of licensed pilots, will be 
giving free plane rides around the Bay to promote 
aviation among the youth that day. So mark your 
calendars! 
 

 Happy rails to you…until we meet again. 
�
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GÖPPINGEN, February 6th – German model train 
manufacturer Märklin, in trouble since 2004, has filed 
for “Insolvenz” (German style “chapter 11”) but vows 
to continue chugging along with production.  
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The 150-year-old model train manufacturer, declared 
insolvency after talks with local banks to extend a €50 
million line of credit broke down.  
There may still be light at the end of the tunnel: 
Märklin executives say they intend to go on selling 
model trains. "We are determined to restructure our 
traditional company...using the instruments of 
German insolvency law and establish it permanently 
in the market," said Märklin boss Dietmar Mundil in a 
statement.  
 
 

In spite of strong sales in 2008—the company posted 
a turnover of €128 million ($165 million)—Märklin 
was in talks by December to extend a €50 million line 
of credit. It obtained a one month extension through 
January 31, but even in January the firm couldn't 
cover salaries to its roughly 650 employees. Talks for 
a further credit extension ended without a deal.  

 
 

The firm started in 1859 as a small factory producing 
dollhouse kitchens. In 1891 it started to build model 
trains, and in fall of 1935 introduced its famous 
electrified "HO" line of scale-model miniatures.  
 

Märklin released no profit statements before 2004, 
but since 2005 they are available because Kingsbridge 
Capital of Britain and the New York investment bank 
Goldman Sachs (GS) bought the company in 2006. 
The family members of the company founder 
Theodor Friedrich Märklin were paid off and the 
redevelopment was started. However that takeover 
failed to solve credit problems that had plagued the 
company since 2004. Märklin struggled with cost 
overruns, perhaps ill-advised acquisitions, distribution 
issues, and a restless workforce.  It closed a major 
factory in Sonneberg, Thuringia, in the former East 
Germany, in 2007—part of a round of cuts that led to 
the loss of 400 jobs.  Märklin also has operations in 
Hungary, which remains open.  
 

A company spokesman said that workers should see 
paycheck within a week.  While Märklin did show up 
at the Nürnberg Toy Fair on February 5th, it remains 
uncertain in which form the firm will see its 150th 
birthday this summer.  Meanwhile Märklin, Inc. of 
North America has announced on its web site that is 
not affected by the declaration of insolvency in 
Germany and that it remains a viable business. 
Product for the three brands Märklin, Trix, and LGB 
will be delivered to Walthers via Märklin, Inc. Spare 
parts, repair, and warranty service will continue to be 

offered for the first two brands and will be offered for 
the first time in the near future for LGB. 
 
� !��"��#$�� ��%�&�'���
NÜRNBERG, Germany, February 10th – Despite the 
worldwide financial crunch and the troubles at 
Märklin, model train manufacturers showed up in full 
strength at this annual toy fair where traditionally 
they announce their new lines.  Already most 
manufacturers have updated their web sites!  Even 
Märklin / Trix has released it “new items brochures 
for 2009”, presenting 173 new items alone just for 
Märklin. 
 

Instead of listing all the links here, simply go to your 
favorite Internet search engine and start browsing 
your favorite manufacturers and outlets. 
 
��(��)� ����*�
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BRUSSELS, January 9th – The Belgian rail operator 
SNCB carried 206 million passengers in 2008, an 
increase of 4.8% over the previous year.  It is the first 
time the Belgian operator has exceeded the 200 
million mark. 
 

 
 

Rail passenger traffic has increased steadily over the 
years, growing by 54% over the last ten years when it 
carried 134 million in 1998.  International traffic has 
increased as well – up to 10.8 million last year.     
 
�*����(��-�.����($-����/����
GENEVA, February 5th – The SBB-CFF continues to 
wrestle with the problems caused by late delivery 
from Alstom of Class 610 tilting trainsets ordered in 
2004 for Cisalpino services to and from Milano.  
 

The difficulties have been made worse by frequent 
faults with the ETR470 sets currently diagrammed for 
this service, and the Swiss rail carrier has been forced 
to extend its temporary timetable, replacing the three 
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daily Basel - Milano trains with locomotive-hauled 
trains as far as Domodossola, where passengers 
change for Milano.  
 
	�� ������.����� $��
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LONDON and PARIS, February 6th – England is now 
facing its second week of snow, the most snow it as 
seen in 18 years!  The snow has extended over the 
channel to North France, Belgium and Germany.   
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Normally the snow is brushed aside, but the UK and 
France have had trouble keeping up, disrupting 
service, causing lengthy delays and cancellations – to 
local (even London Undergound), national and 
Eurostar services.  Some Eurostar trains have arrived 
at their destinations five to seven hours late.  

 
 

Meanwhile in late January, a giant storm hit the 
border area between Spain and France, interrupting 
all rail service in Aquitaine, Gironde, Midi-Pyrénées 
and affecting service between Bordeaux to Paris.  
More than 800 travelers got stuck on trains for almost 
a day, finally getting onwards by bus.  More than 
1,000 SNCF personnel were brought to the scene to 
clear the tracks and replace downed catenary.  
 

&$��1���/$ �&�-���&$- ��� ���� 233�
MUNICH, January 12th – Thank goodness for Internet 
news groups who reported on a Railion container 
freight train that got misdirected into München 
Hauptbahnhof, which is a terminal (which means it 
dead-ends).  No additional information was provided 
by DB, nor how long it took to pull back out …. 
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LONDON, 7th February – At long last, the British 
Office of Rail regulation granted A1 Pacific 60163 
long awaited authorization to haul passenger traffic.   

 
This unique locomotive was built under the auspices 
of the Darlington A1 Steam Locomotive Trust as the 
Tornado Project with the aim to build a new A1 
Pacific from scratch (none had been preserved), with 
no recovered/restored parts.  The last main line UK 
locomotive was built in 1960.  That explains why 
thousands were on hand as it pulled into King’s 
Cross, the first Pacific to arrive there in 40 years.  
Later this month, Prince Charles, a project sponsor, 
will officially name the locomotive in a formal 
ceremony in West Yorkshire. 
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Coming from San Francisco on Highway 101 South , take the Highway 85 South exit towards Cupertino. 
Travel approximately 2 ½ miles and take the El Camino Real (South) exit towards Sunnyvale. Stay in your right 
lane and make the next right onto Americana Drive.  
 

Coming from San Francisco on Highway 280 South , take the Highway 85 North exit towards Mt. View. 
Travel approximately 3 miles and take the first El Camino Real (South) exit towards Sunnyvale. Stay in your 
right lane and make the next right onto Americana Drive.  
 

Coming from San Jose on Highway 101 North , take Highway 237 exit towards Mountain View. Go 3 miles 
on 237 until you reach El Camino Real. Turn left onto El Camino Real (South) going towards Sunnyvale. Cross 
Highway 85, but stay in the right lane and at the next light, make a right turn onto Americana Drive.  
 

The 701 building will be located immediately on the right hand side of the street, on the corner of El Camino 
Real and The Americana Drive directly across the street from Lucky’s. 
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 Pictures of Winter Rail ’08 – Part 2 
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