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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

February 13th      Generation Church, Belmont 
 

March   To be announced…..  
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
April    Hiller Aviation Museum, San Carlos  
 

 

December 12th, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
 
 

A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 2pm at the Blackhawk Automotive Museum.  John 
welcomed everyone to the Christmas party and 
thanked the Blackhawk Museum for allowing us to 
hold our venue as well as meeting over there. 
 
Next meeting will be at a private home on Jan. 9th, 
2010 in San Francisco. 
On February 13, 2010 we will be meeting at the 
Generation Church in Belmont.   
 
Venues: 
 
The venue at Blackhawk will stay until Jan. 10, 2010.  
The next venue will be at the Hiller Aviation Museum 
during the Easter Holiday.  
 
Our largest venue – Eurowest will at the Hiller 
Aviation Museum on July 24 – 25, 2010. Sig modules 
will be running on July 17, 24-25 and 31. 
 
 

 
Our new Chapter Treasurer is Alvin Burgess.  John 
thanked Ed Rikkelman for all the wonderful work he 
did during his 3 years in office.  Ed will still taking 
care of all our earnings and expenses for Eurowest. 
 
As a reminder to everyone, dues are due by Dec. 31, 
2009. (Editor: Please see page 6 of this newsletter.) 
 
Jim Recker will be stepping down at our newsletter 
editor.  Lalo Ruehle will be taking his place. 
 
John ended the meeting and asked everyone to please 
enjoy themselves at the party and check out our 
beautiful layout. 
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Chapter Meeting Saturday, January 9 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   
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Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Finger Foods   H-O: Drinks   P-Z: Desserts 
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LONDON & PARIS, December 20th – Five Eurostar 
passenger train sets broke down in the Channel 
Tunnel between France and Britain, stranding more 
than 2,000 passengers for hours in stuffy and 
claustrophobic conditions.  Some were without 
heating, light or water for up to 15 hours.  Up to 
100,000 people were affected by the travel misery just 
before the Christmas holidays, a bad situation 
exacerbated by very cold and snowy weather which 
also shut down the region’s airports and ferry service.    
 

All rail service 
between London and 
the Continent was 
suspended for four 
days, with only 
limited service for 
several days 
thereafter.  Eurostar 
executives blamed 

the breakdowns on extremely low temperatures and 
heavy snow in northern France, the worst in eight 
years.  To date Eurostar is working on the assumption 
that the sharp temperature difference between the cold 
outside and the relatively warm air inside the tunnel 
under the English Channel caused extreme 
condensation in critical electrical parts on the trains, 
resulting in electrical failure. All Eurostar trains are 
electric.   It appears that “unusually fluffy snow” also 
infiltrated key electrical components. It is not clear 
why the conditions this year, which are not 
appreciably worse than in previous winters, should 
have been a factor. 
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Some of the trapped passengers arrived in London 10 
hours late after a long night trapped on trains.  Some 
people suffered panic attacks because of lack of air in 
dark, unheated cars short of water and supplies.  
Embarrassed Eurostar executives apologized for the 
breakdowns and confusion. 
 

The initial problems started during Friday evening 
rush hour when trains started to fail after entering the 
tunnel.  The first two stalled trains were pushed to 
London by smaller diesel trains.   Passengers on the 
other trains eventually were evacuated on foot and put 
on Eurotunnel shuttles that brought them to nearby 
stations in England, where they were eventually put 
on regular London-bound trains, or given bus 
transportation to the British capital.  The trains in the 
tunnel halted rail traffic in both directions. 
 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy, perhaps sensing 
danger to the image of France’s vaunted railroad 
technology, called on Guillaume Pepy, Eurostar’s 
chairman, to explain the “unacceptable incidents.”  
 

``Eurostar is very, 
very sorry that so 
many passengers 
were inconvenienced 
due to weather 
conditions in northern 
France,'' said chief 
executive Richard 
Brown.  Eurostar 
declined to estimate the cost of the fiasco, but it likely 
would be very expensive.  About 88,000 passengers 
appear to have been stranded, a company 
spokeswoman said; many of them canceled their trips 
altogether, while others found alternative means of 
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travel.  Eurostar reported that it had put up “several 
hundred” stranded passengers in hotels in Brussels 
and Paris; that it would reimburse those who had paid 
for hotel accommodation out of their own pockets.   
 

It is estimated that the disruption to Eurostar services 
caused by the severe weather conditions could cost 
the company an estimated £10 million.  The 2,000 
passengers who were trapped on the broken down 
trains were given £150 each, totaling £300,000, plus a 
free roundtrip ticket in the next 12 months amounts to 
£150,000.   Given that Eurostar carries more than 
25,000 passengers a day, that adds up to another £3 
million.  Eurostar will also face significant 
engineering costs for getting the broken down trains 
running again.   
 
Meanwhile the rail disruption caused massive traffic 
jams on both sides of the Channel as the Eurotunnel 
Shuttles were blocked by the stalled Eurostar trains.  
Traffic was diverted away from the French port of 
Calais.  In Britain, police put in motion a contingency 
plan to allow up to 2,300 trucks hoping to cross the 
English 9+Channel to park on highways until the 
situation improved. Red Cross workers provided hot 
drinks and water to motorists trapped in their cars for 
up to 12 hours because of the traffic snarl. 
 
Eurostar service has now returned to normal, but at 
least three separate investigations are now underway 
to figure out the cause of the breakdown in service.  
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PARIS, December 15th – Eurostar has a public-
relations disaster on its hands following the collapse 
of its cross-Channel rail services.  In theory, it could 
be a commercial one, too. International passenger rail 
travel was thrown open to competition in Europe on 
December 13th under a new European Union law 
requiring track owners to provide open access to 
alternative operators. Eurostar may not have much 
more than a year to lick itself into shape before new 
rail operators are in a position to offer rival services.  
 
Eurostar's monopoly of the international passenger-
only rail routes connecting London to Paris and 
Brussels is sure to be a tempting target. Eurostar 
carried 9.1 million passengers in 2008, up 10% from a 
year earlier despite disruptions from a September fire 
in the Channel Tunnel.   

 
Potential rivals are likely 
to face substantial 
obstacles. Applications to 
run a rival service need 
to get the approval of the 
track owners in the U.K., 
France and Belgium and 

also Eurotunnel.  Making room for a new service at 
busy stations and on busy track in southeast England 
and northwest France could prove difficult.   
 
While Italy, The Netherlands, Germany and Britain 
ended their monopolies in 1994, any competitor to 
France's state-owned railroad company Société 
Nationale des Chemins de Fer (SNCF), a big 
shareholder in Eurostar, would face political 
opposition, not least from its unionized work force, 
which has long opposed the end of the monopoly.  
 
Still, these obstacles are unlikely to deter competitors 
from having a go. It is no secret that DB would like to 
send ICE train sets through the Eurotunnel to London.  
Eurostar traffic fell 1% in the first nine months of this 
year from a year earlier. However, as the economy 
picks up, rivals may dust of their plans.  Eurostar will 
need to put its house in order. 
 

At the same time, the SNCF could also face a Franco-
Italian challenge to its domestic monopoly on its 
lucrative high-speed TGV lines.  Veolia 
Environnement (French water, waste and transport 
group), and Italian train operator, Trenitalia, are in 
discussions that could see three high-speed TGV 
services launched by 2012. 
 

According to Le Figaro, the French daily newspaper 
which first reported the move, the talks on TGV lines 
from Paris to London, Brussels to Paris and Lyon, and 
Paris to Strasbourg and Frankfurt, are at an advanced 
stage.  Both companies refused to comment, but it is 
assumed that the talks centered on a plan drawn up 
last year by Veolia during discussions with Air 
France, which had considered entering the rail market 
to complement its air services. Those discussions 
ended unsuccessfully in October, added Le Figaro.  
So far, Trenitalia is the only alternative operator so 
far to have applied for a license to compete. The 
Italian state-owned group is hoping to launch services 
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this summer twice a day from Paris to Milan and 
Paris to Genoa.   
 

Competitors have complained that although the 
French government finally implemented the European 
directive opening international rail travel to 
competition, the conditions set for alternative services 
have made competing against state-owned SNCF less 
than attractive. Operators on international lines are 
allowed to pick up and set down passengers at stops 
within France, but these cannot account for more than 
50 per cent of either the volume or turnover. 
 
The French Rail Association, a lobby for SNCF's 
potential competitors, has argued that the rules make 
it difficult for alternative suppliers to invest the 
significant capital needed to enter the market. 
 
Guillaume Pepy, chief executive of SNCF, has been 
defiant. "We expected it," he said. "We are prepared." 
If competitors think that they can sell tickets more 
cheaply than SNCF "they will have to be very, very 
good", he added. 

 
Even so, Veolia, which operates rail services in the 
Netherlands and Germany, and Trenitalia have terms 
and conditions for their drivers that are far less 
onerous than those faced by SNCF. 
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ERFUT, December 7th – German train buffs are 
facing jail after building their own ramshackle 
“locomotive” and taking it on the DB rail network. 
 

The six-seater train - made out of garden furniture and 
salvaged train parts - was powered by an electric 
motor and even had its own refreshments car in the 
shape of a crate of beer (no brand mentioned). 
  
Police were alerted after residents of properties 
adjoining the rail line spotted the unorthodox vehicle 
- and were aware that there should have been no 
traffic running.  Police had to call in a helicopter to 
find and follow the makeshift “railcar” as police cars 
could not follow it along the tracks.  The helicopter 
pilot was able to radio ahead to other officers who set 
up a makeshift barrier at a station to stop it. 
 
Railway officials 
were asked to 
suspend all train 
services to avoid 
a collision 
although the 
train buffs had 
chosen to have 
their drive when there had been no trains scheduled.  
According to police officials, "It seems to be one of 
those mad pub ideas that actually happened. They 
didn't seem to realize they could have caused a 
serious accident if they'd got anywhere near a real 
train". 
 
The six men on the unauthorized vehicle were 
arrested and are now facing public safety charges. 
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WUPPERTAL, December 15th – Operation of 
Wuppertal's famous Schwebebahn monorail system 
came to an abrupt halt as a result of inspectors finding 
serious flaws in the supporting structure, most of 
which is over 100 years old. The system is expected 
to be closed until April of 2010.  
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Buses will be expected to carry most of the 85,000 
passengers that normally use the Schwebebahn each 
day. The sudden shutdown created a chaotic situation. 
The needed repairs are a surprise, considering the 
entire line has been undergoing a €480 million repair 
and upgrade process since 1997.  
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LONDON, December 28th – Extremely snowy 
conditions disabled the electric rail and brought 
commuter service between Ashford and Dover in 
south-east England to a halt.  Fortunately for some 
commuters facing lengthy delays at London Victoria, 
Tornado - Britain's first mainline steam engine in 50 
years - offered them a lift on a train it was pulling.  
They were taken home "in style", said the Darlington-
built engine's owners.  “If any operators want to 
modernize their services by using steam trains, I 
would be happy to give them a quote”, said Mark 
Allatt, chairman of The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust - 
the UK non-profit group which built the locomotive.   
 

 
 

Tornado, a £3 million Peppercorn class A1 Pacific, is 
based at the UK National Railway Museum in York.  

It was in South East England for the day, offering 
"Christmas dinner" trips from London to Dover.  Its 
"Cathedrals Express" service, the last mainline 
journey in its first year of operations, was about to 
depart when staff heard about the stranded 
passengers.  About 100 people were offered free seats 
to get home. 
 
According to Mr. Allatt, "It was a nice way to finish 
for Christmas, though I think some of the rescued 
passengers didn't realize they'd even been travelling 
on a steam train until they got off."  
 
A spokesman for Southeastern Trains congratulated 
Mr. Allatt and the A1 Steam Locomotive Trust on 
this "moment of glory".  
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- Swiss Heritage list of the planned public steam 

running days in Switzerland for 2009-2010: 
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- Dreimuehlentalbahn:  “Mind-boggling” modules 

displayed at Leverkusen, Germany, May 2009:  
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As reported last month, the first big winter snowfall 
in the Alps caught a Matterhorn Gotthard Bahn train 
off-guard, derailing it and pushing down a hill, 
injuring two passengers.   
 
The rescue pictures are equally spectacular.  As no 
“hand-of-God” was available, cranes used an adjacent 
road to lift the three-car train back on the tracks.  The 
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train was towed back down the mountain for repairs.   
The line was subsequently reopened for service. 
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And again dues are due, please send  
them to our new ETE PO box address: 
 
ETE 
PO Box 2021 
Dublin, CA 94568 
 
The annual dues for the San Francisco/Bay Area 
Chapter ETE Chapter are $30.00. 

 


