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Future Chapter Meetings  

 
Jul y -  No meet i ng -  Eur owest  2007 
 
August  -  Hans Coaz,  Los Al t os 
 
Sept ember  -  TBA 
 
Oct ober  -  TBA 
 
November  -  No meet i ng -  Rai l f ai r  
 
December  -  Bl ackhawk 

 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
 

See further into the newsletter for this years 
events! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES FROM June 2007 
 

The meeting was a joint meeting held with the 
Sacramento Chapter of ETE at the Western Railway 
Museum.  The Museum is located about halfway 
between Suisun City and Rio Vista on CA HWY 12.  
It is operated by the Bay Area Electric Railroad 
Association. 
 
Approximately 20 members of the Bay Area Chapter 
joined a similar number from the Sacramento Chapter 
under the large shade trees in the picnic area.  As this 
meeting was also billed as a swap meet, some 
members brought equipment to swap/sell.  Peter 
Barnes did a brisk business selling off some of the 
very large collection of HO scale vehicles that the club 
received as a donation from the Heller Aviation 
Museum.  The proceeds from the sale will be used to 
support other Chapter activities. 
 
A very brief business meeting was conducted, mostly 
to offer an update on the status of planning for the 
upcoming Eurowest 2007 show at Hiller Aviation 
Museum this coming July 14th and 15th.  We also 
received the new club shirts.  If you reserved a shirt 
and were not present at the meeting to receive it, 
please see Ed Rikkleman.  If you did not reserve a 
shirt, and if there are enough others who would like 
one, we can prepare a second order and send it in. 
 
After lunch and the business meeting were concluded 
members of both Chapters toured the Museum and 
rode on the operating equipment.  The museums 
collection consists of large collection of electric street 

 

Eurowest XI - July 14 – 15, 2007 
Hiller  Aviation Museum, 601 Skyway Road San Car los CA 94070  

No meeting this month due to Eurowest 
 

� � � 	 �

Have news? 
 
We will publish almost anything you can write as 
long as it has to do with TRAINS! 
 
NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE WILL BE THE 25th 
OF EACH MONTH! Email articles to: 
ETENEWS@sbcglobal.net 
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cars and electric interurban rail buses to use a 
European term.  Most if not all are operational.  The 
Museum owns a section of the old right-of-way once 
operated by the Sacramento Northern Railroad that ran 
from San Francisco and Oakland to Sacramento and 
Chico.  Nearly 5 miles of the 22 miles owned by the 
Association has been restored to operating condition.  
We were able to take ride on an interurban out into the 
Montezuma Hills and back to the museum.  For a few 
minutes I was able to experience travel as my 
grandparents had experienced it 
 
I found the Museum to be a delightful experience, well 
worth the trip.  The Bay Area and Sacramento 
Chapters plan on making a meeting at the Museum an 
annual affair and hope that those of you who were 
unable to attend will have a chance to next year.  
 

European Train Enthusiasts (ETE)����
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 JULY 14  AND 15  
Hiller  Aviat ion Museum 
601 Skyway Road 
San Car los, Ca 94070 
 
The Mechanics Bank    
 July  28 – August  11 
Main Office 
3170 Hilltop Mall Road 
Richmond, Ca 94806 Our  second year !  
 
Tracy Histor ical Museum   
 August  26 – Sept . 29 
1141 Adam Street  
Tracy, Ca 95376 Our  second year !  
 
Blackhawk Automot ive Museum 
 Nov. 23 –January  6, 2008 
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle 
Danville, Ca 94506  Our  sevent h year !  
 
 
Her e i s t he pr esent at i on schedul e 
f or  Eur owest  2007.  
 
 

 
Sat ur day,  Jul y 14 
 
Noon -  J i m Recker  -  Le car r e & 
Fr ench Si gnal l i ng 
 
1: 00 PM -  Kl aus Kei l  -  Tr ans Oceani c 
Cont ai ner s -  A Model  Rai l r oad Theme 
 
1: 00 PM -  Bl ai ne Bachman,  ETE Boar d 
chai r man,    wi l l  host    N Scal e and 
ETE  -  open di scussi on on t he scal e 
and our  or gani zat i on.   What  can ETE 
put  i nt o pl ace t o enhance t he 
member shi p exper i ence of  exi st i ng 
member s who model  i n N and t o 
at t r act  mor e N Eur o Model er s t o ETE? 
 
2: 00 PM -  I an Lor ent zen -  Bay Ar ea 
ETE Modul es -  St andar ds and 
Const r uct i on 
 
3: 30 PM -  Tom Cat her al l  -  Tr i x 
Di gi t al  Syst ems i n HO and N gauge 
 
Di nner  Pr esent at i on -  Jef f  Keuscher  
-  Chapel on t o TGV - The SNCF si nce 
1938 
 
Sunday,  Jul y 15 
 
11 -  Wol f gang Lei t enber ger  -  
Cl eani ng -  Tr ack and Wheel s and 
Cont act  -  Di gi t  al  Connect i v i t y Fr om 
t he Rai l  t o t he Loco 
 
Noon -  Tom Cat her al l  -  Mar kl i n 
Cat enar y 
 
1: 00 -  Wol f gang Lei t enber ger  -  
Locomot i ve Mai nt enance 
 
3: 00 PM -  John Ruehl e -  Locomot i ve 
Weat her i ng 
 
Bl ai n Bachman' s f or um wi l l  be 
conduct ed i n t he " ETE Cl ub Room"  
concur r ent l y wi t h Kl aus Kei l ' s  
pr esent at i on i n t he smal l  c l assr oom.  
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July 2007 EUROSNIPS – By Jim 
Recker  

TGV Est Reaches Strasbourg and Germany 
STRASBOURG, May 10 – Twenty years after the idea 
was first conceived, the latest TGV line, TGV Est, cut 
the train journey from the European Parliament and 
France’s seventh largest city to Paris by nearly half to 
2 hours 20 minutes. 
 

Trains on the new 406-kilometer (252-mile) line 
reaches Strasbourg via Reims, Metz and Nancy, at 
speeds of up to 320 kilometers per hour (199 miles per 
hour), compared to a maximum of 300 km/h (186 
mph) for current TGV trains.  The project cost, €3.2 
billion (US$4.3 billion), was backed by 22 partners 
that included the EU, the French and Luxembourg 
governments, train operators, and French regional 
governments.   

Initial delays in construction were likely caused by an 
insular way of thinking by the French government.  
According to Strasbourg deputy mayor Pascal Mangin, 
a Paris-centric government thought that people would 

not travel beyond France on this line, to Luxembourg, 
Germany, Switzerland.   

However thoughts of travel ending at the French 
border were immediately dispelled as a new Franco-
German high-speed service has been extended to 
Frankfurt/Main and Stuttgart with a debut trip for the 
ICE and TGV, the President of the French Railways - 
SNCF, Anne-Marie Idrac and the Chairman of German 
Railways — DB AG, Hartmut Mehdorn.  

A German ICE from Frankfurt and a French high-
speed TGV from Stuttgart arrived at the Gare de l’Est 
station in Paris at the same time. On board the two 
trains were numerous representatives from politics and 
business.  During the official ceremony, the two Heads 
signed contracts for a joint venture of SNCF and DB 
AG including the foundation of a joint venture 
company. The company, with registered offices in 
Saarbrücken, will be responsible for marketing the 
new high-speed services.  

This new service across the border will scheduled two 
ICE and TGV services.  The northern line from 
Frankfurt/Main via Mannheim, Kaiserslautern, and 
Saarbrücken to Paris will be served by the German 
ICE 3, while the French TGV will be deployed on the 
line running from Stuttgart (starting on December 
2007 also from München) via Karlsruhe and 
Strasbourg. The new service will reduce the journey 
time on both lines by over two hours.  

Stuttgart will now be only 3 hours 39 minutes away 
from Paris by rail and in December München — Paris 
will be about 6 hours. The line will also cut travel time 
from Paris to Frankfurt, Germany to 3 hours 50 
minutes, to Stuttgart, Germany to 3 hours 40 minutes 
and to Zurich, Switzerland 4 hours 30 minutes, making 
the train a real alternative to flying. It will not, 
however, affect the slow, cramped commute many EU 

officials have to make 
every month from EU 
headquarters in 
Brussels to attend 
parliamentary sessions 
in Strasbourg.   
 
Planners foresee a 
network of high-speed 
lines stretching from 
Barcelona to Budapest. 
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The plans are to create two high-speed axes that meet 
in Strasbourg: one running between Paris, Munich, 
Vienna and Budapest, the other linking Hamburg, 
Frankfurt, Lyon and Barcelona. 
 
The EU has earmarked €20.35 billion (US$27.5 
billion) to finance trans-European networks, much of it 
to five priority transcontinental rail links, which are 
due to be completed by 2015. 
 

Swiss open world's longest overland tunnel 
FRUTIGEN, June 15 -- With a brass band and 
fireworks, Switzerland inaugurated the world©s longest 
overland tunnel, opening a new era of transportation 
through the Alps.  At the north entrance of the nearly 
35-km Lötschberg tunnel, more than 1,000 officials 
and citizens watched as the first train burst through a 
banner declaring: Lötschberg - Connecting Europe. 
 
Nearby, a steady stream of freight and passenger trains 
moved along the old track on the hill above the tunnel, 
underscoring the importance of the connection 
between Italy and Germany. 
 
The tunnel, which took eight years to build and cost 
about 4.3 billion Swiss francs ($A4.2 billion), will cut 
the time trains need to cross between Germany and 
Italy to under two hours from about three hours now. 
 
It will get skiers to Swiss resorts more quickly. The 
trip from Bern, at the northern end of the tunnel, to 

Visp, near ski regions such as Switzerland©s Zermatt 
and Italy©s Courmayeur on the southern side of the 
Alps, will be halved - to 55 minutes from 110. 
 
The new track, with rails cushioned on rubber, will be 
suitable for the high-speed trains from Germany, 
France and Italy. Freight trains will be able to travel at 
speeds up to 160 km/h and passenger trains at up to 
250 km/h. 
 
By running at low elevation, the tunnel is something 
like a mouse hole at floor level and can accommodate 
trains and cargo loads that cannot negotiate the long 
climb and switchbacks to existing tunnels higher up 
the mountain. 
 
The Lötschberg is longer than the current overland 
record-holder - Japan©s 26.5-km Hakkoda Tunnel - and 
will come third overall behind the undersea Seikan 
Tunnel, also in Japan, and the Channel Tunnel 
connecting France and England. 
 
Swiss Transport Minister Moritz Leuenberger arrived 
on the first train - carrying freight from Italy - and was 
greeted on arrival by Italian and German officials.  The 
train making the maiden passenger journey with 
government officials, foreign dignitaries and 
journalists was smooth and quiet. Outside the train, 
lights provided only occasional glimpses of the 
Lötschberg©s charcoal gray walls. 
 
Mobile phone reception was strong throughout the 
ride, even at points where the tunnel traveled 2,000 
meters below the mountain surface. 
 
The Lötschberg was dug parallel to an even more 
ambitious project - the 57-km Gotthard Tunnel, which 
will be the world©s longest when it is completed in 
2017. 
 
For Swiss taxpayers - who are footing the bill for the 
twin, multibillion-dollar construction projects - the 
main selling-point is that it will move heavy EU trucks 
off Switzerland©s crowded highways and onto trains.  
Switzerland is at the center of a north-south European 
axis where traffic has increased more than tenfold 
since 1980. The Swiss have tired of traffic jams caused 
by big rigs and vacationers filling their narrow valleys. 
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Passenger trains will start traveling through the tunnel 
on December 9. From then on, 72 freight trains and 43 
passenger trains will pass through the tunnel every 
day. 
 
Lötschberg Operations 
There will be about 21 km of single track without 
passing loops, thus if a train is more than 7 minutes 
late, it will be sent on the old line, whether it is a 
freight or passenger train, or will wait the next 
available timetable slot.  
 
It is planned to run 110 trains a day through the new 
base tunnel, and 66 through the old mountain tunnel, 
because of the single track. Of the 110 trains which 
will pass the base tunnel, 30 will be passenger trains 
and 80 will be freight trains including intermodal 
freight transport as well as heavy freight trains with a 
maximum weight of 4000 tons and a maximum length 
of 1500 meters which are unable to pass the existing 
mountain track. 
 
Lötschberg Travel speeds 
Regular freight trains: 100 km/h (~60 mph)  
Qualified freight trains: 160 km/h (~100 mph)  
Passenger trains: 200 km/h (~120 mph)  
Tilting passenger trains: 250 km/h (~150 mph)  
 
New Betuwe Route is Finally Launched 
ROTTERDAM, June 15 – Queen Beatrix of the 
Netherlands inaugurated a new, already much-
criticized, freight railway line linking the port of 
Rotterdam and the German border near Emmerich.    
Named the Betuwe Route, the strategic freight line 
includes a double track on a 144 kilometers long 
section between Gorinchem and a tunnel under the 
Pannerdersch canal. 
 
Dozens of daily freight trains are already running on 
the new Betuwe line.  "A good thing and a necessity 
for the Dutch economy," claim the line©s supporters, 
who stress that the Netherlands is increasingly 
grinding to a halt. But opponents say it will never 
recoup the investment of €4.8 billion euros, despite 
2500 trains a year running along the route. 
 
It was said to be urgently needed to link the port of 
Rotterdam with Germany. If the Netherlands had not 
acted, Rotterdam would have lost out to its 

competitors, Antwerp and Hamburg.  Over existing 
lines, freight was second priority to passenger trains, 
delaying direct access to Rotterdam. 
Despite all the promise, the new Betuwe Line has an 
image problem.  It is hoped that the Dutch public will 
see the benefits of this new important European freight 
link in the years to come. 
 
Betuwe Line Statistics 
Total length track: 144 kilometers  
Number of tunnels: 5  
Total length of tunnels: 18 kilometers  

National Express Derailed in UK  
LONDON, June 21 – In the highly competitive 
privatized rail industry in the UK, public transport 
giant Go-Ahead is set to become London©s most 
important commuter train operator as its Govia 
subsidiary, a 65/35 joint venture with French trains 
operator group Keolis, is to take over the running of 
the commuter stopping trains between the capital and 
Birmingham, as well as the regional network in to and 
out of Britain©s second city.  Go-Ahead©s success has 
spotlighted the dramatic decline in importance of 
National Express in the British rail market. Once the 
biggest train operator, in one week National Express 
has been removed from running Central Trains and 
Silverlink County, and lost the Gatwick Express to 
Go-Ahead. In addition, the new London Overground 
network sees the end of National Express©s Silverlink 
Metro franchise. And it may yet lose Midland 
Mainline into St Pancras.  
 
The new services, to be branded London Midland in an 
echo of the pre-war LMS train company, subsume the 
current Euston-based Silverlink County operation and 
much of the Central Trains network in the West 
Midlands.  
 
In addition to starting operations at Euston, Govia will 
be responsible for all services into Victoria when its 
Southern Railways takes over the Gatwick Express 
next year. It also runs Southeastern Railways into 
London Bridge, Cannon Street and Charing Cross, 
which expands in 2009 to running bullet-train services 
from Kent into St Pancras.  
 
Analysts are expecting the franchise to make profits of 
£8 million a year initially, rising to £16 million by 
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2015 when London Midland is expected to have offset 
declining subsidies with improved revenues.  
 

DB’s profits surge ahead 
BERLIN, June 14 – Garman Rail (DB) made a record 
operating profit of €2.5 billion for 2006, an impressive 
83% increase on 2005 and a vast improvement on the 
€400,000 loss DB incurred in 2002.  
The 2006 result confirms the steady improvement in 
DB©s financial performance, where annual revenue has 
grown from €18.7 billion in 2002 to €30.1 billion in 
2006. The trend looks set to continue this year. Total 
revenue increased by 6.6% during the first four months 
of 2007, compared with a 2.1% increase for the same 
period last year. 
 

DB looks at EWS and Transfesa 
LONDON, June 13 – English Welsh & Scottish 
Railway could become Railion UK if DB©s freight 
subsidiary acquires Britain©s largest freight operating 
company. The two organizations confirmed that they 
were ©in discussions about plans to develop a stronger 
European rail freight network©, and that ©the full range 
of co-operation options such as joint projects or the 
acquisition of EWS shares by DB AG© was on the 
table. 
 
A statement noted that ©the companies plan to intensify 
their business relationship in the future©, adding that 
they will have a key part to play in Europe©s 
increasingly competitive and liberalized rail freight 
sector. EWS said a further announcement was likely 
©in the next few weeks©, with some reports suggesting 
that takeover negotiations were well advanced. 
 
Since 2001 EWS has been owned by a consortium of 
North American, New Zealand and British investors 
plus Canadian National, which in 2002 sought to 
dispose of its 42 5% stake – now reduced to 31%. 
 
Options for increasing the volume of freight moving 
by rail between the UK and Germany are one of the 
topics under discussion, but plans for expansion are 
hampered by the current problems surrounding transit 
through the Channel Tunnel. 
 
Of particular interest to DB AG is Euro Cargo Rail, 
the EWS subsidiary which has a license and safety 
certificate to operate in France. Acquisition of EWS 

would give DB a ready-made French operating 
company, opening up the prospect of competing with 
Fret SNCF on its home territory.  
 
On May 28, DB AG announced that it was in positive 
and ©wide-ranging© discussions with Spanish company 
Transfesa. This would offer Railion the opportunity to 
capture potentially-lucrative automotive traffic moving 
between Germany and Spain. ECR is already handling 
the French leg of automotive flows between Italy and 
Spain. 
 

CFF & SNCF Extend Operating Links 
GENEVA, May 30 -- Swiss Railways SBB and the 
French Railways SNCF managers announced 
increased cooperation between the 2 railway 
companies.  
 
In freight traffic, SBB Cargo and Fret SNCF will work 
together to promote and increase rail traffic between 
Mulhouse (FR) and Buchs SG (CH) on the Austrian 
border, offering new international freight links for 41 
trains per week.  
 
There will be new TGV services as well taking 
advantage of the new TGV Est high-speed line.  There 
will four trains daily between Basel and Paris, and two 
train all the way to Zürich. 
 
SBB Cargo and Fret SNCF have been training 
locomotive drivers in the last months so that  
interoperability is now possible.  This will enable 
freight trains to be operated across the border without 
locomotive and engine driver changes.  
 

LGB of America To Proceed With Local Production  
SAN DIEGO, May 312 -- LGB of America announced 
that it will proceed with plans to produce its own G-
scale trains and accessories. LGBoA also announced 
that its existing inventories of LGB products are 
generally very good and that it is working with many 
long-time LGB suppliers on its production efforts. 
 
This decision was made after LGB of America’s €7.5 
million offer of take over LGB in Nürnberg was 
rejected by a bank consortium which had foreclosed on 
LGB Germany.  LGBoA had still been willing to take 
over the responsibility for the bankrupt company, 
including about 100 remaining employees.  In the end, 
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LGBoA still retains the trademark and marketing 
rights for LGB.   
  
“Our constant goal is to provide consumers with the 
quality LGB products they want,”  said Tony 
Castellano, President of LGB of America. “We 
purchased a tremendous amount of LGB before 
production ended at Lehmann. We have already 
announced our new ‘USRA 0-6-0’  loco, and we plan 
to have fresh inventory before the start of the holiday 
selling season.”  
  
Castellano also noted that LGBoA has been adding, 
and will continue to add, other product lines from 
around the “World of LGB.”   
 
LGBoA has also recently announced that it has 
become the exclusive importer, distributor and service 
center for the BRAWA G-scale line, expanding its 
program to include LGB, PIKO, Bridgewerks, EMEK 
and BRAWA products.  
 

Railroad Crossing Remain A High Risk 
LONDON, May 31 -- Most of the people killed in 
railway accidents in the European Union during 2005 
were using railroad crossings or unlawfully entering 
railway property, according to statistics released by the 
European Railway Agency. The ERA report shows 
that 29% of the 1464 fatalities occurred at railroad 
crossings. 
 
There were 7 023 significant train accidents© across the 
25 countries that now make up the EU in 2005, with 
62 passenger deaths. A significant train accident is 
defined as ©any accident involving at least one rail 
vehicle in motion, resulting in at least one killed or 
seriously injured person, or in significant damage to 
stock, track, other installations or environment, or 
extensive disruptions to traffic.© Accidents in 
workshops and depots are excluded.  
 
ERA specifies that suicides and other ©intentional acts© 
such as stone-throwing should be excluded from the 
data submitted by member states, but this may not be 
the case for all countries. Definitions of significant 
damage and extensive disruption have not yet been 
harmonized between countries, making direct 
comparisons difficult. 
 

By comparison, in 2005 there were 41 500 fatalities in 
1 272 000 accidents on the roads, showing that 
traveling by rail is statistically relatively safe.  
 

Pictures of the Months:  SNCF in Action!    

      

 
SNCF Electric 15006 in Mulhouse 

 

 
SNCF diesel 467469 with gravel train in Tubize (Belgium) 

 

 
TGV’s meeting on new TGV Est line – June 2007 

 
 
 


