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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

August 9        West Bay Railroad Club, Menlo Park 
 DC running 
 

September 13   Annie and Andreas Hildebrandt, ��������  
 Octoberfest 
 

October 11   Camino Medical Group, Mountain View 
 

November       NO MEETING – Railfair in Roseville 
 

December 13   Blackhawk Automotive Museum, Danville 
 Christmas & Year End Party 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
 

Oct. 18 – 26    Alden Lane Nursery, Livermore  
Nov. 28 – Jan. 11 Blackhawk Automotive Museum 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
June 14th, 2008 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 1:00PM, which was held at the Western Railroad 
Museum at Rio Vista, CA. ETE thanks the Western 
Railroad Museum for allowing us to hold our meeting 
and providing an excellent area to enjoy trains. He 
also welcomed the Sacramento chapter for meeting 
with us at Rio Vista. 
 

B.  Announcements:  
- With great sadness, 
Cees Feith announced 
the passing of one of 
our chapter members, 
Joseph Van Overveen.  
[Editor:  Since that 
meeting, we also 
learned of the passing 
of Jim Lowe.] 
 

- Bill Keaney spoke about a proposed display at SFO.  
The airport is asking for a weekend SIG display, and 
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Chapter Meeting Saturday, July 12 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   �
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Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Drinks     H-O:  Desserts     P-Z:  Drinks 
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is looking for items for a six-month static display.  
Interested parties should contact Bill or Jim Recker.  
- The next chapter meeting will to be held in Danville 
at the Museum of the San Ramon Valley on July 12th. 
 

C.  Treasurer’s Report:  
-  Ed Rikkelman reported that the chapter balance is 
$4500.  This amount naturally fluctuates monthly. 
-  He brought in t-shirts from a quick shirt order. 
-  Ed also brought a clock with the ETE logo on it 
which was put together as a sample. Timeworks is 
offering the item to the chapter for $35.00.  Those 
interested in this item may contact Ed to place an 
order. Timeworks requires an order from 20 people 
for a manufacturing run. 
 

D.  EuroWest 2008:  
- Jens Ullmann reported that all plans are on schedule. 
- Modules Displays will include ETE SoCal, the 
BAGRS, Sacramento N-scale, Bemo, and our own 
module SIG team. 
- The EuroWest banquet will cost $40.00 per person, 
catered by Left Bank. Payment can be mailed to the 
SF Bay Area Chapter, or given to Steve Stern at the 
next ETE meeting.  Make your reservations early! 
- We can always use more volunteers.  If you want to 
become more active in the Chapter, here’s your 
chance!  Contact Jens at eurowest2008@dreileiter.de  
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 Sat. July 26-27, 2008 
 

Sadly, the chapter and the SIG recently learned of Jim 
Lowe’s death. After a lengthy bout of colon cancer, 
Jim peacefully passed away at his home in Mill valley 
with his wife, Donna, and his son, Duncan, at his 
bedside. Jim’s warm friendship, enthusiasm, and 
generosity will be missed. His attention to detail 
noted on his modules certainly set the bar and raised 
the modeling and diorama standards to a new and 
much appreciative level. His willingness to share his 
knowledge and help many of us with module building 
and repair will be sadly missed. He also would 
surprise us with his latest creations. Notice the second 
crane that appeared at the Hiller venue hoisting a 
roadside billboard with the ETE logo?  Jim just 
finished a third crane, and Dieter Vorbach will 
display it at the Blackhawk venue this November. 
And who could forget the weathered locomotive Jim 

brought to a meeting with the ‘mud splattered’ 
windshield clean where the wipers had done their 
job?  Jim Lowe was a modelers’ modeler and an 
enthusiastic European rail fan.  
 

Currently, 14 modules are set up at the Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley, located at the intersection of 
Railroad and Prospect Avenues in downtown 
Danville. The City of Danville celebrated its 150th  
birthday on Thursday, July 3 and we are very proud to 
be included in their festivities. The layout will be 
there eleven days, from Tuesday, July 1st through 
Sunday July 13th. The museum is closed on July 7. 
Otherwise it is open from 10am until  2pm; on 
Saturdays from 9am until 3pm. The chapter meeting 
will also be held there on Saturday, July 12th. Our 
newest modules are on display and show very well in 
the natural lighting. All three of Jim Lowe’s modules, 
now operated by Dieter Vorbach, are also included in 
the layout. Our host for this event is the ever energetic 
Rolf Krumbiegel who just turned 80 years young. 
Happy birthday, Rolf! 
 

A special thanks to those who volunteered their time 
on Sunday, June 29 to set up the MSRV venue: Rolf, 
Dieter, Steve, Steve Stern, Bill Tharpe, Don Good, AJ 
Burgess, Bill Keaney, Peter Dietrich, Jim Recker, 
Stretch Andersen, and Hans Auerbach. 
 

We hope to see you all at EuroWest July 26-27! 
�
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As usual, EuroWest is featuring a number of activities 
and we could use some assistance from all of our 
members: Activities include:  
   ETE booth and greeting visitors 
   Switcher puzzle 
   Speed run 
   Children area  
 

No experience is necessary:  We provide training!   
Please contact Jens at eurowest2008@dreileiter.de 
 

 
 

�
�
 
 

Have news to share?  
 
We will publish almost anything you can write as long as 
it has to do with European TRAINS! 
 
NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25th, every month 
Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com   
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• Operating European Model Train Layouts 
  (Special “historic” operating schedules) 
• Manufacturer, Distributor Displays • Sales Tables  
• Videos of European Trains 
• Children’s activities • Refreshments 
• Raffle and Door Prizes, Fun for Young and Old! 
• Special Lectures and Clinics: 
  - Cleaning and Conductivity, ��������

�����������  
  - Constructing Loads for   
     Hoppers and Gondolas,  
        ���

��������

  - Modeling Italian Scenery  
     and Structures,      
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  - Scratch Building Basics, 
        ����
������  
  - Locomotive Maintenance,  
        ��������

�����������  
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Vendor tables are available 
for $30 for first table, and 
$20 for additional tables.  If interested, please contact 
Jens Ullmann – �������� !!"#����������$�� 
. 
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The Saturday evening dinner will be $40 per person.  
The Buffet Menu: 
- Passed hors d'oœuvres and Platters 
- Main course:  Hot Platters & Chaffing Dishes – 
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- Dessert
(
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Wine and beer available, 	�
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 $ 
 

Make reservations now:  Give check to Steve Sterns 
at the next Chapter meeting, or send your check to the 
“Bay Area ETE chapter”, indicating number of seats. 
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Dear ETE Bay Area Chapter member:  Every year a 
group of garden railroaders in the South Santa Clara 
& San Benito County have a open house tour of our 
backyard garden railroads for our community. This 

year the open house is scheduled for August 9th, 
Saturday. We would love to have you and your 
family to join us. We ask that our visitors bring a 
donation of non perishable food when they pick up 
a guide book at our local train store, All Aboard 
Junction , in Gilroy. This food is donated to the St. 
Josephs Family Center & the Community Pantry to 
feed the hungry in our communities. Since we are 
not really an organization [we are not a club, have 
no dues or leadership], we have no money with 
which to advertise. If you can help us in that area, 
we [and a lot of hungry kids] would appreciate it. 
We will have 10 to 12 families who have agreed to 
open their homes that day.  
 

If you have any questions, please email Dale Sadly 
at dalemcanally@verizon.net or call (408) 683-4537 
[days] or (408) 848-1440 [evenings], or Pat DeLeon 
at (408) 846-4481 at All Aboard Junction. �
�
������� �� 3�4%�&
)����.�� �
Euro 2008 Fans On The Rails  
VIENNA, June 30th – Nearly 4,000 SBB-CFF and 
OBB special trains ran during the recent Euro 2008 
soccer championship held in Switzerland and Austria, 
enabling the fans to get to all the matches.   
While both host countries were knocked out early in 
the first round, special trains ran around the clock, 
despite some severe thunderstorms in the Vienna 
area.  With the championship game held in Austria, 
the OBB transformed several of its Taurus 1116 class 
locos by painting them into colors representing the 
countries taking part. 
 

 
 

In case you missed it, Spain won over Germany in the 
final game, 1-0.  
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France to Build 4,500km of New Rail  
PARIS, June 12 – The French cabinet has adopted the 
so-called Grenelle Environment bill. This has three 
main objectives to be achieved by 2020: to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 20%, improve 
energy efficiency by 20%, and increase the proportion 
of energy produced from renewable sources by 20%.  
 
For rail transport, this means building 2,000km of 
high-speed lines by 2020, and expanding public 
transport in the main cities to encourage more people 
to travel by rail. A further 2,500km of new lines are 
planned beyond 2020.  The bill will now go before 
the French parliament in the autumn.  
 
Czechs and Slovaks freight merger  
PRAGUE, June 25 – The Czech and Slovak Minister 
of Transport Aleš Rebícek and his Slovak counterpart 
� ubomír Vá�ny reached an agreement to plan the 
merger of national freight operators CD Cargo and 
ZSSK Cargo.  The ministers agreed to draw up 
detailed plans and a merger timetable.   
 
The Czech Ministry of Transport said the aim is to 
strengthen the rail operators in the face of ongoing 
European consolidation.  The merger would create the 
third largest rail freight operator in Europe, after DB 
and Poland's PKP.  Slovak ZSSK Cargo was created 
in 2005, and Czech CD's freight division was spun off 
as CD Cargo in 2007. 
 
DB Buys More Regional Train Sets 
German Rail (DB) has signed an agreement with 
Alstom for the design and manufacture of up to 180 
Coradia Lint DMUs. Alstom says the agreement 
could translate into orders worth up to � 425 million, 
with deliveries lasting until 2011.  
 
The 120km/h trains, which accommodate 70 to 200 
passengers, will be assembled at Alstom’s Salzgitter 
plant in Germany.  DB already operates a fleet of 
single and two-car Lint DMUs, most of which are 
used in the North Rhine Westphalia region. 
 
Swiss Tidbits     
- On June 25th, the Swiss Federal Council approved 

the appointment of Dr Ulrich Gygi as Chairman 
of Swiss Federal Railways. He will succeed 

Thierry Lalive d'Epinay, who is stepping down 
after 10 years in the position.  Gygi, 61, has been 
Chief Executive of Swiss Post since 2000.  

- The Delémont – Delle rail line will be closed from 
July 5th through August 8th.  This complete service 
interruption will allow for several important 
maintenance and improvement projects that the 
Canton of Jura had been planning for some time.  
Rail traffic will be replaced with bus service 
during the construction period.   

- Swiss Federal Railways announced major rolling 
stock contracts worth a total of SFR 1.5 billion on 
June 30.  Stadler is to supply Zürich's third 
generation of double-deck coaches supply 50 six-
car EMUs. They will be the first double-deck 

trains to be produced by Stadler, which saw off 
bids from Alstom and a consortium of Siemens 
and Bombardier.  The 160 km/h aluminum-bodied 
trains will be built at Stadler's Altenrhein plant for 
delivery between 2011 and 2015. The new RABe 
513 series EMUs will have 112 seats in first class 
and 414 seats in second.   

- SBB has also placed a SFr 360 million order with 
a consortium of Bombardier and Siemens for 121 
double-deck intermediate cars, which will be used 
to lengthen existing Zürich S-Bahn trainsets.  The 
current double-deck push-pull, fleet which was 
introduced from 1989, will be refurbished by 
SBB, including the installation of air-
conditioning. SBB intends that the Stadler trains 
will be able to operate in multiple with its existing 
stock. 

  
DB-Schenker Buys More BLS Cargo 
FRANKFURT, June 27th – Swiss railway group BLS 
has sold a 25% stake in BLS Cargo to DB Schenker, 
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which now holds 45% of the freight operator.  The 
deal was an option on the 2002 agreement between 
DB and BLS to co-operate on north-south trans-
Alpine freight traffic.  The price was not disclosed. 
 

 

 
 

BLS AG said it intends to remain the majority 
shareholder in BLS Cargo. Around 96% of BLS 
Cargo's income derives from transit freight traffic in 
which it has a 40% share of the rail market.  
Revenues in 2007 was SFr190 million. 
 

Acquisition of Angel Trains  
LONDON, June 13th – A consortium of investors 
including the Babcock & Brown European 
Infrastructure Fund, Deutsche Bank and others 
announced that it has signed definitive agreements for 
the purchase of Angel Trains, the leading European 
rolling stock provider from the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, for an enterprise value of � 4.6 billion.  
Completion of the purchase is subject to regulatory 
approvals.  
 

Angel Trains is a leading provider of railway rolling 
stock in the UK and in Continental Europe. In the 
UK, Angel Trains is one of three rolling stock 
companies and provides some 4,100 passenger train 
vehicles and 280 freight locomotives to passenger and 

freight operators. Angel Trains customers include 18 
of the 20 train operating companies including 
significant fleets placed with South West Trains and 
Virgin West Coast. In Continental Europe, Angel 
Trains has operations in 11 countries and provides 
some 240 locomotives and 180 passenger trains to 
various operators.  
 

Across Europe, both the freight and passenger 
markets are developing rapidly following the market 
liberalization mandated by the European Union. 
Angel Trains stands to benefit with its sizeable and 
attractive pan-European portfolio. 
 

“Nostalgic Runs” Already Started 
Summer has come to Europe, and those who can 
afford the Euros this year are traveling in style! 
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Pictures of the Month 
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  Jacques Vuye and Jim Lowe make a closer inspection….. 


***
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