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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

July  11    Museum of the San Ramon Valley, Danville   
Aug. 08    West Bay Railroad Club, Menlo Park 
Sept. 12    �����������  at the Hildebrandt’s, Woodside 
Oct. 10 �����������	
�  @ Krumbiegel’s, �
����	�����  
Nov. 14    No local meeting :  Railfair in Roseville 
Dec. 12   �������
�	�
��� :  Blackhawk Museum, Danville   
 

 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
 

June 30 – July 12 Museum of San Ramon Valley 
July 25 – 26  EuroWest 2009 , San Carlos 
 

 

June 13th, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 12:40PM, at the Western Railroad Museum in Rio 
Vista, CA.  John thanked the Sacramento Chapter for 
joining us there as well as the Western Railroad 
Museum for letting us hold our venue. A swap meet 
was held around the meeting.   
 

The next meeting will be held on July 11, 2009 at the 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley in Danville.         

 
Of course, EuroWest will follow shortly thereafter on 
July 25 and 26. 
 

B.  Finances:  
- Ed Rikkelman was not at the meeting, so there was 
nothing to report. 
 

C.  EuroWest Banquet:  Special information 
- ����� ����	�
���   To join the EuroWest banquet, 
please follow the special instructions included below 
in this newsletter.  There is a deadline (July 17th) for 
sending in payment, and reservations will NOT be 
taken July 25th.  The special guest speaker for the 
dinner will a board member of the California High-
Speed Rail Authority, ������������	� .  
 

Following some discussion, the meeting ended and 
the swap meet continued 

 

Chapter Meeting Saturday, July 11 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   �
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Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Finger Foods     H-O:  Drinks     P-Z:  Desserts 
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EuroWest Dinner:  Cost is $40.00 (���������	�������� ) 
� ���
�	 !����	 � �
��� :  Rod Diridon Sr., Board 
member of the California High-Speed Rail Authority. 
The reservation process for this year is a bit different:  
We need to know the entrée choice (A, B, C or D) for 
each participant:  Please write your choice on a note 
with your payment, sending payment to the ETE Bay 
Area Chapter, in care of Ed Rikkelman: 

���"	
�#�#	�$%	�&'(("	
�$��$��"	�)		*('�&  

Dinner 2009 Menu 
Appetizers: 
- Brushetta, Eggplant, Mushroom Caps Brie & Onion 

Quesadillas, Crab Cakes 
- Salad, Mixed Greens or Caesar 

Entrée: 
A ) Salmon with Honey Dijon and Mashed Potatoes 
B ) Spaghetti Caronia 
C ) Chicken Florentine 
D ) Mixed Vegetables 

Dessert 
- Tiramisu or Bread Pudding, coffee 
 

EuroWest Presentations Schedule (���������	��
��
� ):�
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EuroWest Volunteers 
 
As you all know, EuroWest does not work on its 
own and a lot of hands make it go. 
 
We have a lot of position in which your help is 
greatly appreciated: 
 
Setup on Friday starting at 2pm, if you ever 
wondered how they bolt these modules together, 
here is a good chance to learn. 
 
Multiple positions are to be filled on Saturday and 
Sunday as the person to sell raffle tickets or greet 
and explain to visitors how the show works. Also 
someone to relax and oversee that in the children’s 
play area things go in an orderly fashion. 
Or  handle the switching puzzle/high speed circuit. 
 
BTW the tables for the dinner need to be setup and 
taken down as well. 
 
We won’t hold you to it the whole show; just 
committing 2 hours of your time will help everyone 
to have an enjoyable and pleasant experience. 
 
Please contact Jens Ullmann: 
Jens.Ullmann@gmail.com 
 
Raffle tickets 
 
By now you have seen it in the news, the economy 
is not as good as it was last year at EuroWest 2008. 
 
We see it in the returns for our raffle prices.  
 
There will be a raffle but the prices are not as 
plentiful as in the past years. So consider if you 
have some older, but factory packed and nice car(s). 
Maybe from a brand that is not your favorite and 
you can part with it to support our chapter. 
 
Please let me know and bring it to the show or send 
it to me. Again the same contact: 
 
Jens Ullmann: 
Jens.Ullmann@gmail.com 

Have news to share?  
 

We will publish almost anything you can write as long as 
it has to do with European TRAINS! 
 

NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25th, every month 
Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com   
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While cleaning out a closet last week, I came across 
a two-sided ETE newsletter sheet from nine years 
ago.  It was a simple publication, with the time/date 
and location of the next upcoming meeting, and 
remarkably a few short paragraphs of current rail 
events in Europe.  However there were no pictures. 
 

With the latest electronic publication abilities, our 
newsletter is much more elaborate as it now 
includes color pictures.  These pictures come from a 
variety of different sources, but are often never 
credited:  A fellow club member recognized some 
pictures from his own personal website in the last 
newsletter and ask us what the ETE policy on 
crediting photographs used in the newsletter was?  I 
had to apologize, as never thought we needed one. 
 

Starting with this newsletter, all photos will be 
credited.  As our newsletter is now available on the 
World Wide Web (and can be found with any 
Internet search engine), we really have no choice.  
In addition, we will only 
publish non-copyrighted 
images (unless given 
expressed permission).  
Unsolicited pictures sent to us 
that do not meet the above 
guidelines will not be 
published.  In addition, while 
this publication is not 
copyrighted, all pictures 
included in this or any future newsletter may not be 
used without specific permission of the ETE SF Bay 
Area Chapter newsletter editors.   
 

Finally, the two beautiful NoHABs above, and on 
page 9 of last month’s newsletter, should have been  

credited to Lolke Bijlsma (��� .�����#�$���-�>���
#�$� 	

��	 ��� .�����#+�����#�$�� �$�$���$�-
� ).  We look 
forward to sharing pictures from all of our ETE 
Chapter members in the future with, of course, the 
appropriate credit.  Please email them to us by the 
publication deadline, including details such as 
subject, railroad, location and date. 

� �!"�#�"� 3�4%�&
)����.�� �
Italy’s train crash inferno kills 16 
VIAREGGIO Italy, June 30th – At least 16 people 
were killed and 50 injured in a Tuscan seaside town 
about 350 km (220 miles) north of Rome when a 
freight train hauling liquefied petroleum gas derailed 
and exploded as it passed their homes. About 1,000 
people were evacuated following the blast just before 
midnight.  Firefighters battled overnight to contain 
blazes started by the explosion, which spread to 
nearby buildings and even set cars alight. The area 
around the tracks was blackened and some homes 
collapsed.   

 	
)��$��
���	�����	

 
State railways FS said the accident occurred when 
one rail car derailed, pulling another four with it.  The 
cargo train had nine tank-wagons full of gas, traveling 
from La Spezia to Pisa.  Liquefied petroleum gas 
escaped from a tank on one of the cars and spread 
among houses nearby before it caught fire and 
exploded.  GATX Rail Europe, a unit of the U.S.-
based GATX Corp, which owns the rail cars, said that 
it did not know the cause of the explosion.  Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi called the episode "serious 
and upsetting" and was expected to visit the area.  
Italian rail unions are blaming old rolling stock. 
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UK East Coast rail to be nationalized  
LONDON, July 1 – The British government has 
announced that it intends to take the East Coast rail 
service, run by National Express, into state 
ownership.  The troubled rail franchise, which is 
expected to have lost £20 million in the first half of 
this year, is suffering from falling passenger numbers. 
British Transport Secretary Lord Adonis has refused 
National Express's requests for its contract to be 
renegotiated.  National Express had tried to buy itself 
out of the franchise with an offer of well over £100 
million.    

 

The Department for Transport said that all East Coast 
services would continue and that tickets would be 
honored during a period of transition to a new buyer.   
The franchise is operated by a subsidiary of National 
Express, NXEC, which is a stand-alone company.  
 

National Express has indicated that it would walk 
away from the loss-making route after failing to alter 
the terms of its franchise agreement. National Express 
had won the franchise in 2007 after it was surrendered 
by GNER. It agreed to pay the UK government £1.4 
billion to run the East Coast main line, which runs 
between Edinburgh and London, until 2015.  At the 
time, many rail analysts said it had paid too much for 
the franchise.   The transport union, the RMT, 
welcomed the development and called for the 
franchise to remain in government hands 
permanently.  
�������������������
�������������	������	���������� ���

 
Centenary for Davos – Filisur line  
 
DAVOS, June 25 – The 
Rhaetian Bahn (RhB) is 
celebrating the centenary of 
the Davos-Filisur line 
during over the weekend of 
4 and 5 July with lots of 
special trains.	
 

Filisur is to be the center of 
most of the events, with 
special “Festplätzen” in 
Davos with a parade of 
“legendary vehicles”.    All 
generations of the RhB were 
scheduled to be represented, 
with a large variety of passenger and freight trains.  
And, typically Swiss, the neighboring SBB-CFF 
federal railroad will be running “antiques” as well, 
and also showing off its new fleet as well, such as the 
new Ee 922 switcher. 
 

Additional details and a complete calendar of the 
events can be found (in German) on the RhB web site,  
��� .���������#�$���>?'�- #		
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“The man who Speaks to Trains” 
While on the topic of Switzerland, a recent video 
broadcast by the Swiss French-speaking channel TSR 
included an unbelievable layout 72 year-old Fritz 
Sommer of Mogelsberg.  His incredible layout is 
entirely analog, but that hasn’t stop Mr. Sommer 
from running multiple trains simultaneously:  See 
what he does with a closet of relays and a old 
mechanical dial telephone handset!  By the way, did 
we mention that HAG test some of it new model 
prototypes on his layout prior to release? 
 
The 20 minute video is in French (Mr. Sommer only 
speaks German), but that won’t stop your jaw from 
hitting your PC keyboard.  If you imagine yourself 
sitting at the Wassen station for a day, you need to see 
this.  The layout is also open to the public (by 
appointment only), but evidently Mr. Sommer has 
been flooded with enquiries since the recent broadcast 
so you may want to watch the video before you rush 
over to see it:  ��� .���������#�$���
$���   
 

�������	
������
����
GÖPPINGEN, June 29th – According to German 
press reports, the insolvent model train manufacturer 
Märklin should sold as early as August or September 
sold become.  Insolvency administrator Michael Pluta 
claims that there is no time rush, no pressure.  
“Märklin could remain theoretically insolvent for 
eternity, but that is not naturally the goal".    
 

There are seven interested 
investors, but no names have yet 

been mentioned.  The choice should be narrowed 
down in two to three months.  So far this year, 370 
Märklin workers have lost their jobs and a plant in 
Nuremberg was closed.   
 
Meanwhile, the other troubled German model train 
manufacturer, Fleischmann, has confirmed that they 
are to take over Roco's N-scale production.  All 
remaining N-scale will be marketed under the 
Fleischmann brand.  Roco will continue to make more 
modern HO-scale 
production.   
 
 
 

Super Batteries Eliminates Catenary 
TOKYO, June 22 – According to a Japanese rail 
equipment manufacturer, overhead catenary could be 
a thing of the past, at least for trams (streetcars).     
 
Kawasaki Heavy Industries, a train specialist that 
supplies transport firms around the world, has come 
up with a new kind of tram battery.  The latest version 
of Kawasaki's existing Swimo streetcar includes an 
advanced nickel-hydrogen battery that recharges in 
less than ten seconds - that's sixty times quicker than 
existing options for trams.  As a result, Kawasaki says 
tram operators could remove overhead power cables 
and instead charge their trolleys through platform 
power docks at each station where they stop.  
Interestingly, with much of the automotive industry 
expected to move to lithium-ion batteries, the older 
nickel-hydrogen technology may yet have a role in 
clean transportation. 
 
Kawasaki says it plans to run a trial in Japan before 
aiming for a commercial debut of the new super 
battery in around five years.  It is expected that future 
electric trains could also benefit from the new super 
battery. 
 
New website links:     
- Many are familiar with BahnTV (and some are 

addicted to it).   There is a French site that offers 
other views of the rail:  ��� .�����#�
���@#+���
�
�&#
� %	 

- For those looking to model Austrian stations, here 
is a site that enables you to create any station sign: 
��� .��$����
+��#$�!�-
���$+�����%# �  

- If you want to learn more about German train 
signaling, this site is a must:  From semaphore to 
today’s Ks system, including urban rail signals as 
well, this English language site has it all, plus 
links to several other systems.   
http://tinyurl.com/lx4h3k   
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                    • Operating European Model Train Layouts 
                 • Fun Contests for Young and Old! 
                • Videos of European Trains    
               • Sales Tables  • Clinics • Lectures 
              • Children’s activities    • Refreshments 
             • Raffle and Door Prizes  
            • Manufacturer and Distributor Displays   

   

                 ADMISSION PRICE INCLUDES ADMISSION TO THE HILLER MU SEUM 
   please see http://www.hiller.org  for current admission  

  
����������	
���	
���
	������
�	��

���������	�������	�������		  ���eurowest2009@dreileiter.de�
� �� �������
�
�� http://www.ete.org  
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Pictures of the Month  
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