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Future Chapter Meetings  
 
 
June 9 – Western Railroad Museum in Rio Vista CA. 
Picnic and get together with the Sacramento Chapter ! 
This is also a SWAP MEET!!!! 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
 

See further into the newsletter for this years 
events! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
MEETING MINUTES FROM May, 2007 
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Chapter Meeting Saturday, June 9, 12.00 -16.00 
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.Refreshments: Please bring items listed if your LAST name starts with: 
H-O : Desserts    P-Z : Drinks    A-G : Finger foods 
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Have news? 
 
We will publish almost anything you can write as 
long as it has to do with TRAINS! 
 
NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE WILL BE THE 25th 
OF EACH MONTH! Email articles to: 
ETENEWS@sbcglobal.net 
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Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
 June 16 – July  1 
Corner  of Prospect &  Railroad Avenues 
Danville,Ca  9452   sevent h year !   
   
EUROWEST     
  JULY 14  AND 15  
Hiller  Aviat ion Museum 
601 Skyway Road 
San Car los, Ca 94070 
 
The Mechanics Bank    
 July  28 – August  11 
Main Office 
3170 Hilltop Mall Road 
Richmond, Ca 94806 Our  second year !  
 
Tracy Histor ical Museum   
 August  26 – Sept . 29 
1141 Adam Street  
Tracy, Ca 95376 Our  second year !  
 
Blackhawk Automot ive Museum 
 Nov. 23 –January  6, 2008 
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle 
Danville, Ca 94506  Our  sevent h year !  
 
 
June 2007 EUROSNIPS – By Jim Recker  
ÖBB Has Banner Year in 2006 
VIENNA, May 16 -- The ÖBB (Austrian Railways) 
reported the best financial results since its last major 
reorganization in 1994.  The ÖBB carried nine million 
more passengers over the previous year, and an 
additional five million metric tons of freight over 
2005.  Overall revenues rose to €5,466 billion, more 
than 8.5% over 2005.  Productivity was also up at 
15.2%.  Operating result came to €314 million, 39% 
higher than in 2005.  The ÖBB also reported record 
investments, up 2.4% to €2/04 billion, the highest 
since 1994.  

SJ Sees Good Growth in 2007 
STOCKHOLM, May 4 -- SJ, the Swedish Railways, 
reported very good result for the first quarter of 2007, 
despite a huge winter storm at the start of the year 
which cost SJ some SEK 30 million (€3.3 million). SJ 
is reporting earning of SEK124 million (€13.6 
million), up 12.7% over the first quarter of 2006.  Net 
revenues came to SEK 1.989 million (€217.5 million), 
up 31,6%!   SJ carried 9.5 million passengers, up 1% 
from the same period in 2006. 
 
Three Sentenced For Stealing 4 kilometers of track 
STUTTGART, May 16 – A German court sentenced 
three men that were found guilty of stealing more  that 
4,000 meters of track, which amounted to 500 metric 
tons of metal sold for recycling.  The three young men, 
26 to 29 years old, pretended to be Deutsche Bahn 
(German Railway) workers with orders to tear up the 
abandoned rail line.  Despite their official look, a 
neighborhood “snoop” felt obliged to check with the 
DB, which led to their arrest. 
 
The three managed to sell the tracks for €100,000 
before they were caught.  Two of the men will spend 
18 months in jail, while their leader was sentenced to 
25 months. 

 
AVE Speed Raised to 300 km/h 
MADRID, May 7 – With new ERTMS signaling now 
working, the AVE express trains running between 
Madrid and Tarragona (northeastern Spain) can now 
go up to 300 km/h, bringing travel time between the 
two cities to 2 hours and 38 minutes.   The new speed 
limit is currently restricted to the train sets, but should 
soon be extended to all train set later this year. 
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Tracks doubled between Amsterdam and Utrecht      
 AMSTERDAM, April 25 -- The doubling of the 
tracks between Amsterdam and Utrecht from two to 
four tracks has been completed.  The project includes 
an investment sum of €965 million, and is the third 
largest in The Netherlands after HSL-Zuid (High 
speed line south) and the new Betuwe route, the 
dedicated freight route between Rotterdam and the 
German border.  
 
The project is not fully finished.  One remaining job is 
the construction of the Amsterdam Bijlmer Arena 
station, expected to be completed by July.  
 
The project implementation started in year 2000. The 
route is now free of level crossings, and instead 
viaducts and tunnels have been built.  It was built in 
order to improve the accessibility to and from the 
Randstad region, an area in the Netherlands that 
consists of the four largest Dutch cities (Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, The Hague and Utrecht).  Almost half of 
the Dutch population lives in the Randstad.  
 
New Colors for the Benelux Express     
Several web sites have been publishing the new colors 
for the Benelux Express, the hourly train between 
Brussels and Amsterdam.  The imminent launch of the 
new HST line between these two cities will 
dramatically change services, and colors, that have 
remained the same for decades! 

   

 

Belgium Shuts Out Rail Freight Competition     
BRUSSELS, May 22 – The Belgian Government has, 
without any consultation with those affected, 
effectively shut out competition on rail freight from its 
network, including to and from the port of Antwerp.  
 
It is now requiring all independent train operators to 
use drivers trained by the SNCB programs and 
simulators.  It seems clear that the Belgian 
Government is seeking to recreate a monopoly in rail 
freight operations for the foreseeable future.  
 
Members of Belgium Rail Freight Group (RFG) 
believe this action to be illegal both under Belgian and 
EU law.  The very fast response from EU Director-
General Matthias Ruete following the complaints of 
RFG provides evidence that the EU Commission is 
taking this issue serious. The Belgian Government will 
now have until 31st May 2007 to justify their new 
legal framework to EU officials. RFG will follow-up 
this issue closely.  
 
Hybrid Train Unveiled in the UK 
LONDON, May 3 – Hitachi Europe unveiled 
'Hayabusa', which it says is Europe's first battery-
assisted diesel-electric power car.  
 
The hybrid drive has been installed in a British HST 
power car to allow realistic trials of the prototype 
technology.  Hitachi and its development partners 
Brush Traction, Network Rail and Porterbrook Leasing 
anticipate this technology could reduce fuel 
consumption by 20%. 
 
The hybrid train accelerates from a stand on battery 
power alone, with the energy management system 
blending in power from its diesel engine as the speed 
reaches 30 km/h. During braking,  the traction motors 
act as generators, with the energy charging the battery 
rather than being dissipated as heat. Allowing for 
energy losses in charging and discharging, Hitachi 
expects that around 80% of the regenerated braking 
energy will be recovered for the next powering cycle. 
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SNCF Order 31 Tram-Trains 
PARIS, April 26 – French National Railways (SNCF) 
has awarded Alstom a €100 million contract to supply 
31 Citadis Dualis tram-trains for two French regions.  
 
Seven of the tram-trains will be introduced from 
January 2010 in the Pays-de-la-Loire region on routes 
radiating from Nantes, while the remainder are 
destined for Rhône-Alpes region and will enter service 
in the Lyon area in March 2010. 
 
The order includes options for up to 169 additional 
tram-trains, which would be supplied to the Alsace and 
Ile-de-France regions for the planned tram-train 
networks in Strasbourg and Paris. 
 
New Eurotunnel Debt Plan? 
LONDON, May 21 – Eurotunnel investors must 
decide before the end of the month whether to back a 
restructuring plan that could rescue Eurotunnel from 
bankruptcy. Shareholders are being asked to back a 
safeguard plan that would reduce Eurotunnel’s £6.2 
billion debt by 54%. 
 
The outcome of the vote is unlikely to be announced 
for several days and Eurotunnel is expected to 
continue normal operations whatever its shareholders 
decide.  
 
Eurotunnel is currently under the protection of the 
Paris Commercial Court pursuant to a French pre-
insolvency process known as a safeguard procedure. 
This procedure freezes debt payments and protects the 
company from bankruptcy. 
 
SBB-CFF Increases Capacity 
ZURICH, May 9 – The Swiss rail freight operator 
SBB-CFF Cargo AG is increasing its capacity in both 
Italy and Germany.  
 
In Italy both the wagonload and door-door delivery 
will be extended.  SBB Cargo is increasing the number 
of weekly trains in Italy increased from 25 to 405.   
 
SBB Cargo will be expanding services to Germany as 
well.  Due to higher demand, SBB Cargo doubled the 
number of trains between Duisburg and Basel in April 
to 10 weekly train pairs, affecting the Ruhr area 

(Duisburg), Rheinland (Köln), Saarland (Landsweiler), 
Rhein-Main (Worms), Southbaden (Weil am Rhein), 
and Lombardia (Desio, Molteno, Oggiono, Lecco).    
 
The Boden Lake region (Singen) and Baden 
(Karlsruhe) in Germany, and Torino and Brescia in 
Italy have also been connected in the SBB Cargo 
network since the fall of 2006. 
 
Editor’s Note:  With the expansion of the 
European Union to the east, EuroSnips will now 
include more news from what used to be behind 
the Iron Curtain. 
 
RZD Changes Corporate Look 
MOSCOW, May 23 – RZD, Russian Railways, will 
adopt a new corporate style which changes 
fundamentally the way the Company presents itself 
visually to the outside world.  For the first time, a 
company with nearly two centuries of history and 
tradition, with over 1.3 million employees and still 
having major social and economic impact, is changing 
its look.   
 
The new corporate style will symbolizes the many 
changes at the Company. Russian Railways nowadays 
not only handles rail transport, but is now involved in 
logistics, tourism, construction, telecommunications, 
medicine and many other areas.  
 
The change in the corporate style of Russian Railways 
will take place in stages between 2007 and 2010. 
 
 
PKP LHS Expands 
WARSAW, May 23 -- PKP LHS, the railway 
company managing and operating on the nearly 400km 
long 1520mm gauge line from Slowkow (Poland) to 
the border with Ukraine is planning to increase its 
freight volume to 11 million metric tons by 2011. 
 
PKP LHS also wants to diversify its freight loads. 
Seventy percent of its current freight trains carry iron 
ore. The operator wants to reduce that to 50% and with 
new types of loads, such as building materials for the 
upcoming Football championship games in 2012.  PKP 
LHS, now solely a freight operator, wants to also carry 
passengers. If permitted, the journey from S� dziszow 
(Poland) to Kiev would take 8 hours. 
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Macedonia – Bulgaria Rail Link To Be Renewed 
SKOPJE, May 4 – The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia has decided to renew work on the rail link 
to Bulgaria, as part of the pan-European transport 
corridor VIII.  Bulgaria is ready to co-operate on the 
project, which will connect Sofia to Skopje. 
Macedonia delayed execution until now because of 
financial reasons. 
 
Italy has always been the country most eager to 
develop the transport corridor, as this corridor will 
handle most of the traffic from Asia to Europe.  
Shipments from Asian countries could be sent to Italy 
through Bulgaria’s ports in Bourgas and Varna.  
Already 152 of the 339 km rail line through 
Macedonia have been built. 
 
Bulgaria is expected to only have to build a 2 km close 
to the border and renovate the existing rail line.  After 
Bulgaria’s EU entry earlier this year, the setting up of 
the railway became necessity for Macedonians. 
 
Dispute Between Russia and Estonia Stops Rail 
Traffic 
ST. PETERSBURG, May 15 – Rail freight traffic 
between Russia and Estonia, interrupted during a 
dispute over the relocation of a Soviet war memorial in 
Tallinn, will soon resume in full, according to Russian 
Railways chief Vladimir Yakunin.   
 
“Traffic is limited at present, but soon it will be 
restored in full,”  Yakunin was quoted by Interfax as 
telling reporters in St. Petersburg. 
 
Russia cut exports of fuel oil, diesel and gasoline 
through Estonia by at least 30 percent in the first 10 
days of May after a dispute over the removal in Tallinn 
of a World War II monument that sparked riots by 
local ethnic Russians. 
 
Russian Railways said last week that the rail link to 
Estonia was undergoing “ routine maintenance”.  
However oil traders said the Kremlin had ordered the 
cut in refined products supplies. 
 
Yakunin, a powerful bureaucrat who has been 
suggested as a possible successor to President 
Vladimir Putin, said he was personally offended by the 

Estonian government’s decision to remove the statue 
but would keep his official contacts. 
 
“ I will talk business with these people but will never 
accept them as friends,”  Yakunin was quote as saying. 
 
The news from Russian state railways had sent oil 
companies scurrying to secure transport for alternative 
routes for gasoline, fuel oil and other refined oil 
products normally exported through Estonian ports, 
which handles about a quarter of such shipments from 
Russia to world markets.  
 
Russian coal exporters also said May exports of steam 
coal via Estonia had been effectively halted due to a 
shortage of rail wagons after RZD unexpectedly told 
them they must use their own rail wagons, not RZD's, 
but it had not been possible to find alternative wagons. 
 
Although Russian railways denied it was imposing 
"economic sanctions" or taking politically inspired 
action against Estonia, traders linked the moves to the 
row over the monument and a new effort by Moscow 
to use energy as a political weapon. 
 
Turkey Starts New High-Speed Train 
ANKARA, April 24 – The Turkish Railway TCDD 
inaugurated its first high-speed train, reaching 250 
kilometers per hour in trial runs between Ankara and 
Eskisehir.   
 
The train, comprised of three wagons and two pulling 
machines, was brought to Eskisehir after it was rented 
from Italy.  The Eskisehir-Ankara route constitutes the 
first stage of the Istanbul-Ankara fast train project. 
Trials have been running at lower speeds, with limits 
increased gradually. 
 
The general directorate of the TCDD ordered 12 fast 
trains from Spanish company CAF and the machines 
will arrive by the end of 2007. These trains will be 
operated by specially-trained TCDD staff. 
 
Turkey will be one of eight countries in the world and 
six countries in Europe that uses fast trains. 
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Train Rolls Over 76-year old Woman 
AIGON, Greece, May 20 – A local woman in her 
seventies fell while crossing the tracks right in front of 
an oncoming train, but had the presence of mind to lie 
down flat in the middle of the tracks, preventing any 
injury. 
 
The woman told police that she instinctively lay down 
between the rails when she realized she could not get 
up in time.  The train drive braked immediately, but 
there was not enough distance to stop in time.  
Fortunately the woman ended up with not even a 
scratch. 
 
Rail accidents are frequent in Greece, especially where 
pedestrians cross tracks away from protected rail 
crossings. 
 

Pictures of the Months 

 
 

Whoops! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

241 P 17 near Nevers on its way to Lyon – May 6, 2007 
With Bastille Day celebrated at EuroWest, here’s a star of the French 
railroads:  This locomotive was delivered between 1947 and 1951.  The 
wheel configuration is 4-8-2 (in French 2-4-1). The four coupled driving 
wheels are 2 meters in diameter. The locomotives proved to be very 
successful and were allocated, principally, to haul heavy express 
passenger trains and hauled the famous Mistral "rapide" between Dijon, 
Lyon and Marseilles.  More info at http://parcdescombes.free.fr/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SNCB EMU 386 pulled down more than 300 meters of catenary between 
Zele and Lokeren.  Needless to say, this unit has been banned from all 
ETE modules. 
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REVERSE CORNER  : By S. Emailek 
 REVERSE CORNER 

By Steve Imialek 
 

 The Module SIG is very happy to welcome two 
new module owners. Dieter Vorbach is the proud 
owner of Jim Lowe’s three module set up and Don 
Good now owns Rolf Krumbiegel’s “Windmill”  
module. Welcome aboard!  
 We are now looking for another member to 
take over the corner modules from Dieter. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please 
contact Tom Melka or any one of the Module SIG 
members. Chris Vais is also looking for someone to 
take over the tunnel corner and yours truly is looking 
for someone to take over the reverse corner. The 
tunnel and reverse corners are used during our larger 
venues, about twice a year. Peter Banes is temporarily 
‘module sitting’  the staging yard and a member is 
needed to become the next caretaker. Join the fun and 
camaraderie as well as run your trains in interesting 
locales by becoming a module owner.  
 Our next venue is the Museum of San Ramon 
Valley in Danville from June 16 to July 1. The 
museum is appropriately placed at the corner of 
Prospect and RAILROAD Avenues and easy to find. 
This is our SEVENTH year at this historical setting, a 
former train depot. Please contact Rolf Krumbiegel if 
you are interested in operating or being a docent. 
Saturdays get especially lively with a very well 
attended Farmers’  Market in the parking lot. 
 Sacre bleu! After the Danville show is 
EUROWEST on July 14 and 15 at Hiller Aviation 
Museum, San Carlos Airport. Join us for some Gallic 
Bastille Day fun and admire the SNCF consists. Bring 
your beret! 
 There are two more venues left during the 
summer season. It will be our second year both at the 
Mechanics Bank, Hilltop Mall in Richmond July 28 to 
August 11 and the Tracy Historical Museum at the old 
post office in downtown Tracy August 26 to 
September 9. Then we close out the year at Blackhawk 
Automotive Museum, our SEVENTH annual holiday 
venue November 23, 2007 to Jan. 6, 2008. What a way 
to celebrate the New Year!  
 Happy rails to you! 

 
 
 

 


