
 

Annual Outing & Swap Meet  with Sacramento Chapter  
Saturday, June 13 th, for times see the map    �
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Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Drinks   H-O: Desserts   P-Z: Finger Food     -     BBQ pits are available 
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 Upcoming Chapter Meetings 
 

June 13    Western Railroad Museum, Rio Vista 
July  11    Museum of the San Ramon Valley, Danville   
Aug. 08    West Bay Railroad Club, Menlo Park 
Sept. 12   �����������  at the Hildebrandt’s, Woodside 
Oct. 10 �����������	
�  @ Krumbiegel’s, �
����	�����  
Nov. 14   No local meeting :  Railfair in Roseville 
Dec. 12   �������
�	�
��� :  Blackhawk Museum, Danville   
 

 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
June 30 – July 12 Museum of San Ramon Valley 
July 25 – 26  EuroWest 2009 , San Carlos 
 

 

May 9th 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 2:15PM, at the Hope Lutheran Church in San 
Leandro. ETE very much thanks Phil and Mary 
Woods as well their church for allowing us to have 
our meeting there. There was also a good swap meet.  
 

The June 2009 meeting will be held at the Western 
Railroad Museum in Rio Vista on June 13.  We will 
have the pleasure of having Thilo Protze and the 
Sacramento Chapter joining us.  There will be a swap 
meet as well.   
 

B.  Membership Update:  
John welcomed one new member, Walter Lang. 
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C.  Chapter Finances:  
Ed Rikkelman reported that we have $5,447 in the 
bank.  We have 93 members.  We also have some 
shirts still for sale, and some free ETE stickers. 
 

Ed also announced that this would be his last year 
serving as our chapter treasurer, leaving the role by 
the end of 2009.  If interested in serving as Treasurer, 
please contact Ed Rikkelman or the ETE Chapter 
leadership team. 
  

D.  EuroWest 2009 Update  
EuroWest Dinner:  Cost is $40.00 (�����&���	��!��$�$ ) 
Appetizers: 
- Brushetta, Eggplant, Mushroom Caps Brie & Onion 

Quesadillas, Crab Cakes 
- Salad, Mixed Greens or Caesar 
Entree 

A ) Salmon with Honey Dijon and Mashed Potatoes 
B ) Spaghetti Caronia 
C ) Chicken Florentine 
D ) Mixed Vegetables 

Desert 
- Tiramisu or Bread Pudding 
- Coffee 

���	 �

Editors:  Jim Recker, Jens Ullmann 
Publishing & Distribution:  Jens Ullmann 
ETE Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle 
ETE Secretary:  Lalo Ruehle 
ETE Treasurer:   Ed Rikkelman  ( �����������	
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���� ) 
ETE Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel 
ETE Module SIG News:  Steve Imialek  
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The catering is done by Chalet Cucina of Foster City- 
also known as Pasta Grotto.The format for this year 
will be a bit different:  We need to know your choice 
of entree (A, B, C or D) for each participating person.  
Please include a note with your payment (write 
checks to the ETE Bay Area Chapter) and send to Ed 
Rikkelman: 
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Vendors at ETE 
Invitations to past vendors have been mailed out for a 
while now and many have responded already. If you 
haven't received an invitation or are interested in 
becoming a vendor at EuroWest 2009 please contact 
Jens Ullmann at jens.ullmann@gmail.com and he will 
get in touch with you. 
 

E.  Other May Meeting Notes:  
- A motion was made by Don Good to recognize a 

local European model train retailer in the Bay 
Area.  The motion was not carried.  

- We received a donation from one of our ETE club 
members for the CMC layout.  Gerard Putallaz 
donated a Märklin starter set.  Merci Gerard! 
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Nothing engages an audience more than a train wreck. 
They hover around the mangled mess like medical 
students looking upon a helpless patient. Youngsters 
freeze in place stunned by the absence of running 
trains. They run to their parents now huddled around 
the wreckage and ask why the trains aren’t running. 
Opinions spew forth. Words of wisdom are given. 
They watch breathlessly as the 0-5-0 or “Hand of 
God” comes down and one of our operators puts it all 
aright. But not to worry, it even happens on a daily 
basis in Hamburg’s Miniature Wonderland, the 
largest HO layout on the planet. 
 

But to insure that we get fewer accidents and more 
running time, all of the modules are being upgraded 
to the Viessmann 5211 digital signaling decoders. It is 
a “five minute job” that will give us better signal 
response and will use less amperage. Wolfgang 
Leitenberger has been exchanging the Märklin K83 to 
these new decoders since our Blackhawk venue. He 
then tests the system and delivers a smile if all goes 
well. The goal is to have all the existing modules with  

these decoders before they are in use at a venue. 
 

Next on the ‘to-do” list is to address the power drops 
we experience on our larger venues such as Hiller and  
Blackhawk. Some modules mysteriously “suck up a 
lot of juice” while others consume far less.  Some of 
our modules have been in continuous use since 1992 
and some of the later ones have experienced track 
connection corrosion and various other sundry 
problems related to age, exposure, and transport. So 
it’s time for a check-up. 
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Aside from a few thrills and spills at Hiller, the recent 
venue was well appreciated by 5448 visitors and 
museum staff. Most upgrades have proven reliable. 
The tunnel corner was on its best behavior since 
Wolfgang identified the problem, sent photos of it, 
and repaired the errant track. The biggest issue was 
crowd control. As much as we appreciate visitors who 
enjoy the layout, there were just far too many little 
hands doing what little hands do when they are 
curious. Sometimes the audience was three and four 
deep leaving our docents unable to do tactful crowd 
control. So the idea of using stanchions cropped up 
again. The old ones seemed to grow wheels and drove 
off to who knows where and have never come back. 
So plastic or metal? Transportation? Ownership? All 
these ideas are being discussed. Best idea yet is if 
every member would just take one with him as they 
leave their bank, movie theater, or museum we could 
amass enough stanchions without having to purchase 
them. OK, OK, I’m just kidding. 
 

�����������  

New modules are in the planning stage, being built, or 
getting finishing touches. Ian Lorentzen’s Danish 
module will make an appearance soon. He brought it 
to the last meeting and it is very impressive. Danish 
signals, ballast, and concrete ties add to the realism. 
The rape seed or canola fields are unique and the 
yellow flowers are eye catching. The highway under 
the railway bridge separates two areas of the module. 
Each area will have a wind generator. One is from the 
“old” windmill style and the other the “new” wind 
turbine. These should generate (pun intended) 
audience comments on alternative forms of energy. 
 

Chris Vais did a great job of replacing the pond on his 
module with a smaller realistic one. There is now a 
road and camping area with a beach.  
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 Have news to share? . 
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Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com  
 

Rich Dolin is now the owner of the castle module and 
I’ve taken back ownership of Jacques’ Belgian 
modules.  Jim Recker is rebuilding his module with a 
Belgian border crossing. Peter Dietrich is working 
with Ian on a bridge module reminiscent of his home 
town in former East Germany. AJ Burgess and I are 
in the arm chair planning stages of new modules.  
 

Wolfgang handmade 52 spring-loaded catenary pieces 
for the Hiller venue.  At present we can only account 
for 18 of them.  Please contact Rolf Krumbiegel at 
925.939.7576 or rolkru@earthlink.net if you have any 
or know where they went because we need them for 
the next venue. 
 

��
�	���	������������  
The Mechanics Bank at Hilltop Mall in Richmond 
hosted our last venue in May.  The venue was in their 
main office, built in Japanese style. The clerestory 
ceiling provides natural lighting that shows off the 
layout in dazzling color. Rolf was the venue 
coordinator. 
 

�������������������	���
������	�����������	�������������� , 
2�34566�									June 30 – July 12, 2009�

The next venue will be the Museum of San Ramon 
Valley appropriately located at Railroad and West 
Prospect Avenues in Danville. A smaller layout will 
be operating from Tuesday, June 30 through Sunday, 
July 12. The hours are Tues. - Fri. 10 am - 2 pm, Sat. 
9 am - 2 pm (closed Sat. July 4th) and Sun. 10 am – 2 
pm. There is a Farmers’ Market on Saturday, which 
draws a large crowd. Again, please contact Rolf if 
you are interested in helping, being a docent, or 
operating during the venue.  
 

�
	�����������
���� �����!  
Ian is putting together module box kits for anyone 
interested in building a module. He displayed one at 
the last meeting. All the pieces have been cut and are 
ready to be assembled. Basic carpentry skills and 
glue, hammer and nails or wood screws are all that is 
needed to complete the box with legs. You may 
contact Ian at 510.793.2038 or ��"����'��7!"�!
��-���   
if you are interested. 
 Happy rails to you …Until we meet again!�
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GÖPPINGEN, May 25th -- May and June was 
supposed to be the months Court-appointed 
insolvency administrator Michael Pluta negotiated 
with the dozen or so interested parties looking to 
acquire Märklin.  May 25th was the all important 
meeting with the Märklin creditors.   
 

So far this year, 370 Märklin workers lost their jobs 
and a plant in Nuremberg was shuttered.  "The 
workers are deeply scared, mistrustful and cautious.  
They're afraid a new investor will come along who 
only wants to buy the brand name, but won't be 
interested in their skills and their labor," says Brend 
Rattay, a trade union official who represents 
Märklin’s 600 remaining factory workers in 
Germany. 
 

Pluta is hoping 
that the cutback 
measures should 
eliminate any 
red ink in 2009.  
Last year 
Märklin saw 
revenues of 
€121 million 
with a deficit of 
€21 million. For the year 2010, the preliminary 
insolvency administrator plans a profit of €2.5 million 
- if all rehabilitation measures are put into effect. 
 

The May 25th Märklin creditor meeting left much 
hope for better years ahead in spite of the insolvency, 
with Mr. Pluta quoted as saying that he sees good 
chances for a Märklin survival. Seven investors have 
apparently registered serious interest.  The chosen 
buyer would have to be able to brace a financing 
volume of approximately €100 million. 
 

Meanwhile the insolvency administrator does not 
want to ask for assistance from the German 
government.  Pluta says, "We do not need the 
politics". The February layoffs were necessary, and 
management staffing has been cut in half, which 
could be sufficient for the moment.   
 

The insolvency administrator plans to sell the model 
train manufacturer after a successful rehabilitation by 
late this summer.  While the identities of the 
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interested parties were not announced, shutdown 
plans are being finalized at Göppingen and at the 
Hungarian assembly plant in Györ, Hungary. 
 

(�	��")����*���������&��  
FRANKFURT, May 18th – Deutsche Bahn is close to 
securing a concession from Eurotunnel that would 
allow the German national railway to send its high-
speed trains through the Channel tunnel and offer 
direct services from Germany to London.  
 

The German transport operator wants to develop 
freight and passenger routes into Britain using High 
Speed 1, the new fast track from the Channel Tunnel 
to St Pancras, but present safety regulations permit 
only Eurostar trains that are configured as two trains 
joined together with a locomotive at each end. To 
send its trains through the tunnel, DB needs to gain 
consent for trains that do not have the special Eurostar 
configuration that can split in the middle.  
 

Rail industry sources say that Deutsche Bahn is close 
to an agreement and is keen to develop direct services 
using its ICE fleet of high-speed trains to Britain. An 
industry insider said: “I would not be surprised if by 
2012 you looked up at the departure board at St 
Pancras and saw Cologne and Frankfurt services 
operated by Deutsche Bahn.”  

 
Deutsche Bahn's ambition will raise the stakes in the 
emerging struggle for control of the assets of high-
speed rail in Britain. The European Commission 
recently gave the British Government permission to 
grant £5.2billion of state aid to London & Continental 
Railways (LCR), the government-controlled company 
that built High Speed 1 and redeveloped St Pancras 
station in London.  

The approval of state aid wipes out an equivalent sum 
in LCR debt and clears the way for an auction of 
high-speed rail assets. In addition to High Speed 1, 
LCR owns a third of the Eurostar joint venture (the 
majority of Eurostar is owned by SNCF, with 5%   
held by Belgium's state railway, SNCB) and the 
European Commission want the ownership of the 
track separated from the ownership of Eurostar.  
 

Deutsche Bahn has indicated that it might like to buy 
the British stake in Eurostar, but there are other 
contenders, notably Air France/KLM. The Franco-
Dutch airline sees St. Pancras and High Speed 1 not 
as a British railway but as an extended terminal of 
Charles de Gaulle airport, delivering passengers from 
a wealthy catchment area to catch Air France 
intercontinental flights.  
 

SNCF may feel uneasy about sharing Eurostar with 
its powerful German rival. Speculation is growing 
that Deutsche Bahn may shift its focus to buying the 
High Speed1 track business if it gains access to the 
tunnel for its ICE trains. Meanwhile, a restructured 
Eurostar, controlled by SNCF, could develop into an 
unbranded train operator, providing services for 
airlines and other private sector investors. 
 
���
�'#$'����&��*���'"�)���������'$#)   
ROME, May 8th – If it is Italian and it goes at a top 
speed of 360km/h, of course the color is red.  This 
time it is a train, the AGV (Automotrice à Grande 
Vitesse), the latest Alstom super-fast loco — and the 
French don't even have one. Italy is launching this 
train, but not Trenitalia (the state railway).  It’s 
Nuovo Trasporto Viaggiatori (NTV), a new company 
set up by a handful of Italy's business elite with the 
help of Generali, the insurance company, and Intesa 
Sanpaolo, the investment bank.  
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Within two years, NTV will be running 25 trains, 
branded italo, between Turin and Naples, serving 
cities such as Milan, Bologna and Venice to the east, 
as well as Florence, Rome, Naples and Salerno to the 
south. Together, these cities account for more than 
half of the Italian economy and the italo, competing 
with FS Trenitalia's own high-speed services, will 
shorten the journey time from Milan to Rome to three 
hours, quick enough to obliterate Alitalia's service.  

 
The new venture plans to “only” take 15% of the 
airline market but will generate huge amounts of new 
traffic with a €60-€70 fare from Milan to Rome.  
NTV has even secured the ultimate European seal of 
rail approval a 20% investment by SNCF. The French 

national railway company may 
see NTV as a useful back door 
into an early incursion into the 
Italian market, before the 
planned link between Lyons and 
Turin via a transalpine tunnel.  
 

NTV was made possible after a 
€40 billion state investment in 
high-speed track and an Italian 
government decision to open the 
domestic market to competition 
next year, ahead of a European 
Union deadline in 2015.  
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The “hourly” pictures of the famous Rhätische Bahn 
Landwasser viaduct, currently undergoing serious 
maintenance, have been fun to watch.  Conscious of 

the very high web viewership, the RhB has temporary 
“art work” over the scaffolding, some quite fanciful,  

 
Oddly, for a day, one message discouraged picture 
taking:  ���#8��&&&-�!��
��#��9
��-!���
�$&
�����   
 

A new link for this month celebrates Swiss train 
heritage:  ���#8��&&&-�&��������
 ��
��&
��-!"� .  Enjoy!  
�
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PARIS, April 29th – French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy pledged to build a €35 billion transport 
corridor around Paris as he outlined his blueprint for 
creating a bigger, greener new capital.  President 
Sarkozy has declared it a priority to reshape the city 
and its suburbs into a single "Greater Paris", a 21st-
century metropolis able to compete as an economic 
hub with global rivals London, New York or Tokyo. 

 

An exhibition by 10 cutting-edge architects, who 
were asked to draw up their visions for Paris, is 
destined to feed into a future overhaul of the city's 
transport and urban design.  Proposals floated by the 
architects run from a leafy Central Park filled with 
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strolling Parisians in place of a major housing estate, 
Paris boulevards turned into greenbelts, or a super-
fast elevated train for commuters. 
 

Promising rapid relief for the 10 million Parisians and 
commuters who pack onto the city's congested public 
transport network, Sarkozy said the government 
would draw up a bill by October to release €35 billion 
(US$ 47 billion) of new funds.  Drawn from a mix of 
public and private sources, the money would be used 
to build an automated, high-capacity new 130-km 
(80-mile) metro line, linking up half a dozen key 
suburbs, with works to begin by 2012, as well as fund 
new and upgraded tramway and metro lines.  Sarkozy 
said the plans should cut journey times between any 
two points in the metropolis to 30 minutes. 
 

Paris' last major urban planning project was carried 
out in the mid-19th century, when Georges-Eugene 
Haussmann led a massive renovation program that 
shaped the city for 150 years to come.  Since then, the 
gap has grown between a historic center, fairly 
attractive western suburbs and poor, often bleak 
neighborhoods, cut off from public transport and 
facilities.The disconnect between Paris and its poorer, 
high-immigrant suburbs is seen as a key reason for 
the riots of 2005. 
 

�� �0�+��,� �0��*���'����1'���'$#�����)2�  
An interesting discussion this past month in an online 
forum on the Internet ended up providing a 
“definitive” reference for some German urban rail 
terms.  It all started when someone wanted to know if 
a Berliner U-Bahn could go above ground, and the   
S-Bahn underground.  See how much you knew: 
 

"U-Bahn" originally was an abbreviation of 
"Untergrundbahn" (underground railway), is 
a term used to describe its typical location.  

In Germany, the U-Bahn follows tram, not railway, 
regulations and operational rules. 
 

"S-Bahn" is an abbreviation of 
"Stadtschnellbahn" (urban rapid railway, city 
railway). In Germany, the heavy rail S-Bahn 

systems are operated by the Deutsche Bahn AG. 
 

In Berlin, the term "Hochbahn" is also used for the 
old steel viaduct sections of the U-Bahn.  Since the 
time they were built, they were given the nickname 
"Magistratsschirm" (the city council's umbrella) as 
you could walk under the viaduct and keep dry from 

the rain.  This nickname is still used today:  In the end 
of May, an 80 years old steel bridge on the U2 
Hochbahn section was removed to be replaced.  
���#8��&&&-�"� ��#"��-$��9������
���!��//*:��;�5�<� ���'�

���<��� <�����<����<����!��<$
�<���� ��-���� . 
 
Besides world famous Wuppertaler Schwebebahn, 
there is another unique system with suspended 
vehicles, the H-Bahn in Dortmund.    
���#8��&&&-�=9
��-$�������$�.-#�# . 
 
The last term, "Stadtbahn", was originally used for 
the elevated steam railway lines on brick viaducts in 
Berlin and Vienna. The major part of the Vienna 
Stadtbahn were soon changed to electric operation 
with tram vehicles and is now part of the Vienna’s      
U-Bahn (U6 is non-compatible with the other lines). 
In Berlin, the West-East S-Bahn and railway viaduct 
from Charlottenburg to Ostbahnhof is still called 
"Stadtbahn".  However this term should not be 
mistaken for “Light Rail” or rapid tram, as the term 
"Stadtbahn" is now used in other German cities.  
�
��,��0))$'��
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MOSCOW, April 7th – Russian Railways (RZD) is to 
spend $US55.7 million on developing new coaches 
for international routes. RZD’s current fleet stands at 
232 coaches but is now in need of replacement. 
 

The new coaches will be built to UIC standards. They 
will have a maximum speed of 200km/h, with 
provision to upgrade this to 250km/h in the future. 

�
��&��'#�(��)��3���	,$))��'$#����$.���  
BERN, June 4th – The Swiss federal government has 
announced a SFr 50 million ($US 46 million) support 
package for freight operators hit by the decline in 
volumes caused by the global economic crisis.  
 
Increasing rail's modal share of the freight market is a 
central element of Swiss transport policy, and the 
Federal Transport Office (BAV) says it wants to 
ensure rail remains competitive with road transport at 
a time when some trucking companies are slashing 
prices to attract business. 
 
The additional funding will be available to 19 
operators ranging from state-owned SBB Cargo, 
which was already grappling with a deficit before the 
recession started, to smaller private companies.   
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Photo Montage  
June Medley 
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