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Future Chapter Meetings 
 
 

July  17 – Hiller Aviation Museum 
July 24 & 25 - EuroWest 2010 – Hiller (San Carlos)  
August 14 – West Bay Model Railroad Club 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
Sat, June 18 -July 3 – Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
 

 

April Meeting Minutes  
 

A. Call to Order:   
 
A regular meeting was called to order by John 
Ruehle at 2pm  Meeting was held in Berkeley, CA 
hosted by Jay and Theresa Beglinger as well as 
Kevin Lockey and his wife. John thanked the 
Beglinger’s and the Lockey’s for the wonderful 
party. 
 
Jens Ullmann reported on Eurowest which is still 
in the planning stages.  We are actually waiting 
for Andreas Hildebrandt to provide us with the 
menu for the banquet.   
 

Attention:  Please note that we will not be 
having a meeting on the 2nd week of July 
but the 3rd week (July 17) – final 
preparations for Eurowest. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
HOTEL ACCOMODATONS:  
 
I went ahead and reserved a 20 room block for your group 
under the name of  EUROPEAN TRAIN ENTHUSIASTS 
or ETE.  
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Asst. General Manager 
Fairfield Inn & Suites - San Carlos 
555 Skyway Road 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
(650) 631-0777 - Office 
(650) 631-9610 - Fax 
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Chapter Meeting Saturday, June 12 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   �

�	� !������
��"��#$�����%���$��&��'�(#��)�#�"��"���
*�+���*���*�  

Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Drinks   H-O: Desserts   P-Z: Finger Food 
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The Reverse Corner 
By Steve Imialek 

 
 Many visitors are enjoying our larger layout 
and longer stay at The Mechanics Bank in Richmond 
at Hilltop Mall. Favorable comments have been heard 
by the visitors and the bank employees as well. This 
year marks our Fifth Annual venue at the bank and it 
will close on May 29. Once again, Rolf Krumbiegel 
has been the host for these last five years and he has 
seen to it that it gets bigger and better. A job well 
done to the operators and those who helped at set up 
and tear down.  
 Speaking of bigger and better, Peter Barnes 
has done a remarkable job of initially landing the 
Hiller Aviation Museum for a spring venue for seven 
years ago and EuroWest a few years back. Each year 
the attendance has increased at both venues. Also 
Peter developed switching operations on our layout 
which we thoroughly enjoyed at Blackhawk and want 
to continue doing. Through Peter’s railroading 
contacts, several SIG members were treated to a 
“cook’s tour” of the Krauss-Maffei built Southern 
Pacific 9010 now undergoing restoration at the Niles 
Canyon Railway. It was bought new in 1964 by the 
SP as an experiment in high horsepower (40000 hp) 
diesel hydraulic locomotives. It was converted in 
1968 to Camera Car 8799 to produce film for their 
locomotive simulator. It was later purchased by the 
California State Railroad Museum but never restored. 
The NCRY purchased it in 2008 and is restoring it to 
its 1964 colors. They also want to use it as a control 
cab with a SP GP 9 in “black widow” colors in the 
near future. There are too many items of value 
missing and difficult to obtain to make it fully 
operational. But we did spend three hours with our 
host, Dennis Mann, exploring other “gems” in the 
yard. More information on this locomotive and the 
Niles Canyon Railway can be found on their web 
page www.ncry.org and 
www.sp9010.ncry.org/faq.htm. Thank you, Peter. 
Our next venue marks our Tenth Annual visit to the 
Museum of San Ramon Valley in Danville from June 
19 to July 3; Tues-Fri. 10-2; Sat. 9-2; Sun 10-2. 
Please contact Rolf Krumbiegel 925.939.7576 or 
rolkru@earthlink.net if you are interested in 
volunteering. 
 Plan Ahead: We are already making SIG 
arrangements to participate in the 2011 NMRA 

Convention in Sacramento and EuroWest the 
following week. Tom Melka, Jens Ullmann and I are 
working out the fine details. More later, of course. 
 Happy Rails to you…Until we meet again. 
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KREFELD, Germany, April 29th –The first of 15 
Velaro D fourth-generation ICE trainsets for 
Deutsche Bahn was formally unveiled at Siemens’ 
Uerdingen plant.  Designated Class 407, the eight-car 
trainsets are the latest development in the Siemens 
Velaro family, which is in turn derived from DB’s 
ICE3 trainsets.  
 
Designed for operation at up to 320 km/h, the four-
system Velaro D sets are due to enter service from the 
December 2011 timetable. They will work 
international services between Germany and southern 
France via the first phase of LGV Rhein-Rhône, and 

will also be equipped to operate into Belgium on the 
Frankfurt – Köln – Brussels corridor.  
Each eight-car set will have accommodation for up to 
460 seated passengers, including a full restaurant car. 
The end cars have been extensively redesigned to 
meet the latest TSI and crashworthiness requirements, 
and incorporate a fire-proof equipment room behind 
the cabs in place of the forward-facing lounges in the 
ICE3. Fire doors are also provided between all cars as 
standard, potentially making the trains suitable for 
operation through the Channel Tunnel. Other changes 
include a higher roof line on the intermediate cars and 
fewer pantograph recesses as part of an aerodynamic 
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streamlining designed to reduce energy consumption 
by up to 20%.  
 
The first train set is due to begin test running at 
Wildenrath in September, and the formal certification 
process for operation in Germany, France and 
Belgium will start in January 2011. The trains may 
also be certified to run into Switzerland and the 
Netherlands in future.  

������������	�
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LAUSANNE, May 22nd – Swiss are generally 
discrete, and the latest SBB-CFF revolution is even 
more so.  The new Network Operation Center 
recently inaugurated in the French-speaking part of 
Switzerland has 280 railway workers controlling 
4300 switches and 2250 km of tracks.   
   
That figure that will double in 20 years.  The primary 
reason for the creation of this genuine rail control 
tower is to allow for better traffic management 
operations, in effect to increase capacity for just a few 
more trains on the most widely used rail network 
world.  Without the NOC of Lausanne, it would be 
difficult to exploit the CEVA trains (Geneva RER) or 
the new Swiss Rail 2030 plan.   
 

Three other centers are under construction: Olten, 
Zurich and Ticino. Results for travelers: more trains, 
fewer delays.  The rollout will be carefully measured:  
At present, Lausanne controls only the switches and 
signals in the Fribourg region. However it is expected 
that most rail traffic in Western Switzerland will be 
centralized by 2015. 
 

The new NOC will eventually have more than 80 
workstations.  The room resembles a high-tech 
command center, with carefully designed aesthetic 
and ergonomic refinements.  The lighting in the room 
varies, depending on the rail traffic disturbances, or 
the rhythm of the Sun.  Naturally there is high 
security and backup systems as well.  Two emergency 
generators will ensure the control screens are never 
shut down. 
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BERN, May 12th – SBB-CFF has placed the largest 
rolling stock order in its history. The Swiss rail 
provider has selected Bombardier Transportation 
Switzerland AG to build 59 new double-deck trains 
for its long-distance services, a total order volume of 
approximately CHF 1.9 billion.  
 
The new trains are due to be rolled out in several 
phases starting December 2013, first on InterCity 
services on the St. Gallen–Zurich–Berne–Geneva and 
Romanshorn–Zurich–Berne–Brig routes, and on 
InterRegio services between Zurich and Lucerne, 
followed by other routes throughout Switzerland. 
SBB is ordering a total of 436 fully air-conditioned 
coaches with over 36,000 seats to enhance service 
quality for all its customers. 
Three rolling stock manufacturers competing for this 
major order were Bombardier Transportation 
Switzerland AG, Siemens Switzerland Ltd and 
Stadler Bussnang AG. The winning project scored 
highest in all four main criteria and was particularly 
noted for the impressive levels of passenger comfort 
and for its high innovation potential in general.  
 
The new trains will include a large restaurant and a 
spacious family coach.  Power sockets and wireless 
Internet will be available at all seats in both 1st and 
2nd class.  A business compartment will be available 
on all trains to allow meetings to take place in an 
undisturbed environment, and all trains will be 
equipped with a modern customer information system 
and electronic seat reservation displays.  The new 
vehicles will also be "pressure-resistant": passengers 
will benefit from noticeably reduced pressure waves 
and less pressure on their ears in long tunnels and 
when trains pass one another.   
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The new trains will have passive tilt capability, which 
will save well over CHF 1 billion in infrastructure 
costs.  The technology will enable the new double-
deck trains to negotiate curves faster by tilting up to 
two degrees (the maximum tilt on conventional tilting 
trains is eight degrees), cutting journey times by 
around 10% without sacrificing passenger comfort.  
Another point that was widely discussed in the build-
up to the award of the contract was the criterion 
specified by SBB that the new trains be prepared for 
possible use in Germany and Austria. This would 
enable the Swiss rail provider to ensure maximum 
deployment flexibility. The additional costs 
associated with preparation for certification in the two 
neighboring countries total around CHF 2-3 million 
(adaptation of coach bodies, boarding height). 
Initially, SBB plans to have three trains certified for 
international use in Germany and Austria – a 200-
metre InterCity set, a 200-metre InterRegio set and a 
100-metre InterRegio set. This would cost a total of 
approximately CHF 10 million, and would pave the 
way for all sets to be retrofitted at a later date if 
required.  
 
One remaining challenge with this latest order is that 
certain other investments are still required in rail 
infrastructure.  Some station platforms will need to be 
lengthened to 400 meters, and it will also be 
necessary to increase clearance on some routes to 
cater for double-deck rolling stock. 
 
In addition to the additional 59 trains now ordered, 
SBB has secured contractual options for over 100 
more. 
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BRUSSELS, April 1st – Economic pressures are 
changing the names of the freight players in Europe:  
Since the beginning of the year, Angel Trains 
International, a Luxembourg leaser and manager of 
locomotives and rolling stock for more than ten years, 
became Alpha Trains.  Their trains are seen all over 
Western and now Central Europe. 
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Meanwhile, CAPTRAIN becomes the new name for 
all Fret SNCF subsidiaries outside of France, giving 
the same brand name to SNCF Fret Benelux, Veolia 

Cargo Belgique, Veolia Cargo Nederland, ITL 
Benelux, SNCF Fret Deutschland, Veolia Cargo 
Deutschland, SNCF Fret Italia, Veolia Cargo Italia, 
VFLI in Romania and Freight Europe UK. 
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PARIS, May 5th – Veolia has announced the merger 
of Transdev and Veolia Transport, having completed 
consultation with employee representatives.  The deal 
is subject to authorization by the French government 
and regulatory authorities.   
 

The group will have a presence in 28 countries and 
117,000 employees. The 25.6% stake in Transdev 
currently held by Paris transport operator RATP will 
be exchanged for various Transdev and Veolia 
Transport assets to give RATP a stronger presence in 
France, the UK, Italy and Switzerland. 
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LONDON, April 27th – For those fans of the London 
Underground, Transport of London is now changing 
its maps with the reopening of the East London line, 
which had been closed for a major renovation over 
the last couple of years. 
The new East London Line was formally inaugurated 
by Mayor of London Boris Johnson on April 27.  The 
update line has been extended, and is being called ‘a 
fantastic addition to the London transport system’. 
Linking two major employment areas in Croydon and 
east London, it will form part of an orbital 
Overground network.  The £1.4 billion project 
involved construction of four new stations and 3.5 km 
of new route, largely following a disused railway 
alignment. The former London Underground line has 
been renewed to National Rail standards, and a new 
depot was built at New Cross Gate.  
The final section of the northern extension from 
Dalston to Highbury & Islington, is due to open in 
early 2011.  About 100 000 passengers per day are 
expected to use the line, giving an estimated annual 
ridership of 33 million.  The second phase of the 
project will extend the route to Clapham Junction 
along the existing South London Line. It is due to 
open in 2012 for the London Summer Olympics.  
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���	��������	�������	�������	����� :     
www.peterlustich.de (German)�
http://www.br146.de/indexj.htm (German & English) 
http://www.photorail.com/index2.htm (Italian) 
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Shanghai Now Has The Longest Metro:  The start 
of trials operation on Shanghai Line 10, exactly 15 
years to the day after the inauguration of the first 
section of Line 1, makes Shanghai's metro network 
the longest in the world, at 420 route-km. With 11 
lines and 282 stations, it is now carrying more than 
five million passengers per day. 
 

REMINDER: 
 
Eurowest is fast approaching.  If you 
have not signed up to be a volunteer at 
Eurowest and would like to volunteer, 
please see or email John Ruehle at 
ruehle_j@comcast.net 
 
Also please consider to do a 
presentation. We still have spots to fill. 
If you would like do so please talk to  
Chris Vais. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
 
Below is the menu for the Eurowest 
Banquet.  It will be $43.00 per person 
including beverages. 
 
Mail payment (payable to ETE) to: 
 
0�0"�
$#1#�.�����233�
,�
����"�,4�532���
�
Reservations and payment for banquet 
must be made by no later then July 10.  
 
Please indicate your choices and how 
many of each if necessary and send this 
page back with your payment. 
 
Name(s) of guest(s): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please provide a telephone number or  
E-Mail address to contact you in case of 
questions: 
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 Spring Across Europe  
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