Chapter Meeting Saturday, March 15 ™, 1:00 — 5:00pm

ear your ETE shirt or badge to gain free entrance
Refreshments: Please bring items listed if your LA

A-G: Finger foods

H-O: Desserts

to the Museum.
ST name starts with
P-Z: Drinks

Future Chapter Meetings

April 12 Hope Lutheran Church, San Leandro

SWAP MEET

May 10 Generations Church, San Carlos

June 14 Western Railroad Museum, Rio Vista
Joint outing with Sacramento Chapter

July 12 Museum of the Ramon Valley, Danville
Summer Party

August 9 West Bay Railroad Club, Menlo Park
DC running

September 13  Annie and Andreas Hildebrandt,
Octoberfest

October 11 Camino Medical Group, Mountain View

November NO MEETING - Railfair in Roseville

December 13 Blackhawk Automotive Museum, Danville

Upcoming Module SIG Events

March 15 —-30 Hiller Aviation Museum, (until the 03/30)

May 10 — 24 The Mechanics Bank ( ), Richmond
July 26 — 27 EuroWest 2008 - Hiller Aviation Museum
Oct. 18 — 26 Alden Lane Nursery, Livermore

Nov. 28 — Jan. 11 Blackhawk Automotive Museum

Editors: Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann

Publishing & Distribution: Jens Ullmann

ETE Chapter Chairman: John Ruehle

ETE Secretary: Lalo Ruehle

ETE Treasurer: Ed Rikkelman

ETE Events/Program Coordinator: Rolf Krumbiegel
ETE Module SIG News: Steve Imialek

February 9", 2008 Meeting Minutes

A. Call to Order:

A regular chapter meeting was called to order bynJo
Ruehle at 1:45 pm. The chapter acknowledge
appreciation for the use of the classroom anc
refreshments at the museum.

B. Next Meeting Announcements:

a. The next chapter meeting will be held on the
THIRD SATURDAY, Mar. 15 from 1-5pm at the
Hiller Aviation Museum, San Carlos Airport.

b. The Module SIG special spring venue will also be
open from March 15.

C. Eurowest 2008:

Jens Ullmann asked for a chapter approval for
banquet to be held on the Saturday night of th
convention. After a brief discussion, a vote wasta
by attending members and the idea was approved.
committee will be formed to locate possible vendors
for the event.

D. Treasurer’'s Report:

a. Ed Rikkelman reported that the chapter's
checking account is at the Mechanics Bank; with
a balance of $3939.00.

b. Approx. 70 people have paid membership dues.

Ed reminded the chapter that DUES ARE DUE
March 31 and will be delinquent April 1.

c. There are about 10 chapter polo shirts left. Pleas
contact Ed (925) 689-2662 or email him at
rikkelman@msn.conf you desire one.
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Discussion Items: 2007 ended in the red. The SF Chapter absorbg

n

There was a brief comment by Jim Recker abougignificant costs that can be seen in the balaheets
improving the newsletter based upon responser 2007. We have also taken on some debt t
from a survey of members’ interests in thebenefit the chapter and its members that we wahpl
February newsletter. Jim and Jens were warmliyp recover in 2008. Please make note of thesegoin
thanked for the work they have put into editingthat effected our 2007 financial statement. Mahy o
and publishing the newsletter. the noted areas are not our normal operating costs.
Comments were expressed about a chapter dues cqg; for EI Camino Medical Center Layout. In
subsidy. Two members spoke against the idea of »07 the chapter paid $536 to cover costs toward
giving some members free or reduced chapter e final implementation of this layout. The
membership. It was noted that the current chapter chapter collected over $500 at the 2006 Eurd
and national dues ?re $2.50 a month or “less than \yest from the sale of donated buildings to plan
two cups of coffee” at a popular coffee shop and ¢4y this future cost. This layout now complete is
at that price, the dues were a bargain considering considered a contribution to the community and
the return in member benefits from friendships, helps spread the word of our club and hobby.
monthly newsletter and quarterly Express, the .
chapter sponsored Christmas Party, Oktoberfest, The chapter IS short on the cash flow from the
summer’s shirt order. We have ordered extre

and Eurowest, Module SIG, and the liabilit ) )
4 shirts that still have not been sold and we carry

insurance, tax status, etc. carried by ETE )
National. Comments were also heard from one that costuntil we sell the balance of them. (RS w
still have about 7-8 shirts left. They are mostly

member who was in favor of a subsidy. Finally, s : g -

one member offered the idea of a “Lifetime |ONJ sleeve in large sizes if you are interested)

Membership”. No final decision was made. The chapter elected to loan $1000 to a member ¢
the SIG so the module’s can stay in the group. i

Presentation by Wolfgang Leitenberger 2007 we collected $700 and will collect the

Wolfgang presented the new 2008 digital control difference in 2008.

systems from Marklin, Zimo, Viessmann, ESU, The ETE Banners and CD player were one timé
and Uhlenbrock. . purchases to be used for club events.
He offered some details about the Nuremberg To o

008 should be planned as positive income yea

E?elirécharlrr:gnnthe about the Roco  buyout OMany of the above costs that were planned for i
Wolfgang demonstrated new hand-held wirelesé007 and are not expected for 2008.  One area
digital control systems. gggcéernAneeds go be taken \rllth:) rlegards :lo Euorici)lrWe

N . As can be seen on the balance sheet pra
Wolfgang also talked about Marklin's new was far less for Euro West than in 2006. This wa

distributorship scheme with Walther's and what , :
we can expect in the future. due to the high cost for the Euro West dinner (but

After a question and answer period, the member&o> good). If we choose to use the same vendor, v

. : will need to plan for that cost and charge
warmly thanked Wolfgang for his presentation. .
Wolfggng is an autr?orizged Mérl?lin Dealer andapproprlately for the cost of that meal. Othervitse

Service technician. He can address questionFF Chapter will be subsidizing the Euro West dinne

comments or concerns regarding Marklin / Trix a fom our chapters funds.
(831) 636-4821. Webwww.eisenbahnclinic.com Details of the Treasurer’s Report are on Page 6.
email: wolfgang@eisenbahnclinic.com

Have news to share?

Reminder: If you haven't done it already, please send

We will publish almost anything you can write as long as ETE
it has to do with European TRAINS! PO Box 21544

NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25™, every month
Send contributions to: jcrecker@cs.com

your $30 ETE renewal check to ...........

Concord CA 94521
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activities in Germany, and bring new opportuniiies
Poland and Switzerland.

Rail4dchem was set up in 2000 under the joint

Sat. Mar. 15 — Sun. Mar. 30, 2008 ownership of German firms BASF, Hoyer GmbH and
Our fourth annual spring holiday venue: Peter yTG and Swiss company Bertschi. Through its
Barnes is again our contact and venue coordinator. TR -

Reminder: The Easter Bunny arrives by helicopter
March 16. Many docents will be needed. Circle
your calendars and plan on joining us!

Roco Acquires Fleishmann

SALZBURG, Feb. & — Following the sales of Arnold
and LGB, the Nuremberg regions lost its last model =SS
train manufacturer when the Austrian-German firm ==

ModellEisenbahn Holding GmbH, announced that iRail4chem Benelux, Rail4dchem Transalpin and Fe
had acquired Fleishmann. While terms of the salBolska subsidiaries, the group has operating pgrmi
where not announced, ModellEisenbahn also is tHer Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, France an
owner of ROCO which until recently employed 350Switzerland. = As part of the European Bulls

workers in the NUiremberg area. partnership it also provides services to Poland, th
FLEISCHMANN Czech Republic, Austria, Hungary, Italy and
Diie o cher Poifes Slovakia.

It is likely that Fleishmann will continue to coski h tor ioins E Bull
with ROCO. However industry experts believe thal:rerlC operator joins uropean ulls o
PARIS, Jan. 30 — The European alliance of six peiva

production efforts will likely be consolidated in ™'
ROCO's new factory in Heilsbronn, Bavaria railfreight operators called European Bulls hasealdd
’ ' another member: VFLI, France. This will plug an

Fleishmann was the last major family-owned modéf’Portant gap in its network of operators betweer
train manufacturer to succumb to the new realiies >P&N in the west and the rest of its members ¢o th
the model train sector: Mr. Fleishmann was stilf2
Managing Director of the firm at the time of thdesa

st of France.

Veolia Acquires Rail4chem ;
ESSEN Germany, Feb. 20 — Rail4chem is to be sold
to the French company Veolia Cargo. Subject to SHss
regulatory approval, the transaction will be congxde i
in the first half of 2008. The parties have agreetl
to disclose the price. Rail4chem employs 180 peopl
and saw 2007 revenues exce&0 million.

Raildchem will be merged with Veolia Cargo'sThe current six members of European Bulls are
existing rail freight business, which employs 1,00@comsa Rail (Spain), Nordcargo (ltaly), Veolia

people and generated revenue df22 million in  (France/Germany), LTE (Austria), Viamont (Czech
2007. Veolia said the acquisition will double itsrepublic), and Fer Polska (Poland).
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DB sell off to start this year Other fleets across the country will also beneiith

BERLIN, Feb. 1¥ — The German government hasa further 1100 cars anticipated, and large-scale re

decided to proceed with a revised plan to sellap tallocations of existing trains will follow, with éhaim
30% of German Rail (DB) by the end of this yeaf eliminating the oldest and least suitable vetscl
following last vyear's rejection of the initial

privatization proposal. The latest proposal isdsa The DfT is also starting a program to develop g

on a plan unveiled by DB last December, which wilFeplacement for DMU’s built in the 1980's, which
see the creation of a 100% state-owned holdingill be due for replacement by the end of the nex

company with two subsidiaries: infrastructure andlecade, as well as testing a tram-train unit fof

operations. Infrastructure will be owned entirely b operation on lightly-used rural lines.
DB, and therefore the state, with up to 49% of the

shares in the operating company being sold in stag@\unich - Lindau Electrification

The structure of this plan means it does not requin [NDAU, Feb. 18 — The German Railway (DB) has

the approval of the lower house of the Germa@nnounced that the long awaited electrificationhef

parliament. main line between Munich and the Bodensee (Lak
Constance) is to begin in 2010.

The initial public offering is due to take place in

September or October and is expected to raise droufihe first electric trains should start running 618

5 billion, most of which will be taken by the petween Munich and Zurich, reducing travel time for

government, although a proportion of the proceedsassenger trains by 50 minutes, to around threeshou
will be allocated to DB. and 15 minutes.

A previous plan to sell shares in DB, includingThe cost of the project has been estimated to b
infrastructure, was blocked by politicians who &hr around 205 million, shared by the state of Bavaria

DB WOUId become a private m0n0p0|y Wh||e St|"and federal funding from Switzerland.
receiving state funding to maintain infrastructure.

_ All-night Party Train
England Rolling Stock Plan _ PARIS, Jan. 14 — Following the withdrawal last
LONDON, Jan. 38 — England is set to gain 4500 pecember of the last domestic sleeping car seriices
new passenger vehicles by 2017 in a massive longrance, French Railways (SNCF) has launched
term rolling stock plan issued by the Britishcampaign to promote overnight rail travel.
Department for Transport (DfT) — the biggest
program of its type for several decades. The plaAmong the strategies to tempt the 18-30 age rang
covers rolling stock for England only, as the deedl  hack to the rails is the Overnight Party Traingdfig
regions of Scotland, Wales, and Northern Irelan@n all-night bar, lounges with soft lighting andiaco
decide their own transport policy. coach. Promoted by its iDTGV business unit, thst fir
iDnight trains has been planned to run from Paris t
The plan is a mixture of replacements for life-e&di  Bjarritz, Montpellier and Nice. They will operatea
stock, enhanced capacity on existing routes, amd nehe weekends during the spring and autumn, angt dai

trains for new routes. Key fleets include the longin the summer, with heavily-discounted fares starti
awaited Intercity Express Program, which will rej@la gt 15.

a number of high-speed and inter-urban fleetseatl

1500 cars could be ordered. SNCF promises that the disco car will be sound}

Included in the order will be 1300 EMU’s cars foet proofed so that other passengers will still be able
CI‘OSS-LondOI’l ThameS“nk SChemeS The Othel’ b@t some Sleep. However there W|" be no Couchette
cross-London scheme is the east-west Crossrgi the iDnight trains will be worked by TGV sets.
service, which requires 600 cars. Passengers will have no chance to lie down fopa na
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First AVE from Madrid to Barcelona
BARCELONA, Feb. 28 — The first AVE train set
has finally left the Barcelona-Sants station hegdin
towards Madrid.
schedule, this new high-speed rail link has beeg lo
awaited. The new travel time between the two ktrge

cities in Spain has not been reduced from four siour

to just now over 2 hours 38 minutes.

As with other AVE lines across Spain, these train

run on standard gauge, unlike standard Spanighstrai®
that remain on a broader gauge. The AVE train sejl
are similar in style and speed with the TGV trains

the North in France.

European Rail News — In Brief

» Austria: OBB has unveiled the first of 12 coache
that have been rebuilt as multi-purpose cars with

compartment convert into berths for use oS

overnight trains.
Europe: Thalys has reported revenues 864

million for 2007, up 6.6% over the previous yea

A total of 6.2 million passengers were carried i
2007.

privatization of the ticket printing activities of
state railway MAV.

Switzerland:

not yet announced its final decision in the matter.

Already many months behind

Hungary: Bids are due in this month for the

A new color scheme for Swiss
locomotives is being tested. The SBB-CFF has

» Switzerland: The Jungfrau Railways has
announced that decommissioning plans for the ol
Wengernalpbahn (WAB) line climbing out of
Lauterbrunnen up to Wegen have begun. Thi
line, built in 1892, has a steep gradient of 25%
and too many geological security risks from stone
and ice shifting over the years. The WAB has
determined that the stretch of track is no longe
suitable for passenger trains.

Ry |

A freight train approaches Wengen with the old original line just visible on
the right approaching the new one.

» Portugal: Prime Minister Socrates announced thg
bidding for the first section of the high speecklin
between Poceirdo outside Lisboa and the Spanig
border will begin in June, with the route due to
open in 2013. The cross-border section betwee
Evora and Mérida in Spain is expected to receivg
funding of 312.7 million from the EU.

A Missing Train Bridge

CHEB, Feb. 18 — Czech police in the western Czech
border town of Cheb have launched an investigatio
into the theft of a four metric ton railway bridge.

"We are not sure if it was taken for personal us®o
its scrap value,” police spokeswoman Martina
Hruskova told news reporters. "It is the first tinve
have dealt with this type of theft."
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New Marklin Distributor in USA

GOPPINGEN, Feb.™ — For those of you who did
not hear the news at the last ETE chapter meeting, " ! #

Marklin has announced the following changes.

To all Marklin and Trix! | #
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http://www.rail.li

Fabulous Swiss train pictures (all lines and gauges) — in

French. Live link to the Webcam on Re 460 078-9.

ETE Treasurers Report and Balance Sheet

San Francisco Chapter 2006 to 2007 comparison

Treasurer - Edwin Rikkelman

Year 2006 2007
Receipts
Dues $2,600  $2,550
ETE Decals Sales $ 10 $ -
Donations $ 50 $ 146
$ 490
Income from Sig module Loan $ 700
ETE Shirt Sales income $1,585
Eurowest $1,325 $ 561
Receipts Total (Income) $4,475  $5,542
Disbursements
Bank Costs $ 36 $ 36
ETE National $1,950  $1,530
Supplies $ 677 $ 297
ECMC Cost (supplies & Trans) $ 536
ETE CD Player $ 40
(SIG Module Loan) Jim Lowe $1,000
All Sports (ETE Shirts-Vests) $1,770
Printing $ 232 $ 232
Food $ 644 $ 564
ETE Postcards $ 100
Donations $ 80 $ 146
Hiller (Use for April Meeting) $ 100
PO Box for 2007 paid Jan 07 $ 74
PO Box for 2008 paid Sept 07 $ 84
ETE Banners (Curry Graphics) $ 135
A- Frame signage 156
Postage for Blackhawk tickets $ 41
Disbursements Total (Costs) $3,875  $6,585
Net $ 600 $(1,043)
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Pictures of the Month: Winter 2008

) # ' o % #100 '(
B ox 1231 : 4000

#"$ %&$ "()$ *+ (




@ SF Bay Area Chapter News March 2008

%% $ /[ 01

As announced in last month’'s Newsletter, we arecitioly feedback from all SF Bay Area members to
determine what you would like to see in your montigwsletter. Please click below for the onlinevey!
http://tinyurl.com/ysr9wz

—+

Only if you received this newsletter in the majlfill out the survey below and mail it to
Jim Recker, PO Box 3571, Redwood City, CA 9406y March 22°.
Results will be posted in the March newsletterariktyou for your time!

1. Please tell us who you are. A reply is not Giltgy.
Name: Phone Number:
2. How long have you been an ETE member? Pleade:ci
1-3years 3-5years 5-7years 10%ears 10-15years 15-20years Muaa 20 years
3. Tell us what other railroad publications youde#lease circle all that apply:
ETE SF Bay Area Newsletter ETE Express ModelrBader
Marklin Magazine (& Insider) Today's Railways rBpean Railways (ER)
German train publications French train magazines Swiss train publications
European train publications (others) Others (fesgecify)
4. In what format do you read your monthly ETE nietter? Circle best answer:
Electronically (on a computer), from eMalil Hardpgo It is sent to me in the mail
Other or N/A (please explain)
5. If you replied "Yes" to the above question, da yrint out your electronic copy? Please circle:
Yes No Sometimes
6. Are you receiving your monthly newsletter ondin Please circle:
Yes No Sometimes
7. Rate your satisfaction with the ETE San FramcBay Area monthly newsletter.
Please choose one of the five repligs# 6 6 67 65 #7
Entire issue Pictures of the Month
Chapter Monthly Meeting Minutes What's Wrong with this Picture?
Notes from the Treasurer Web Site of the Month (New)
Reverse Corner (SIG News) Directions (Map) to the next chapter meeting
EuroSnips (Current Railroad News) List other topics you would like to see added
8. Would you like to contribute to the newsletter?
Yes No Sometimes
9. What European railroads do you have interesCiméck all that you want hear more about.

Besides any "national” railroads, please inéicdher special interests.

Austria (OBB) Switzerland (Standard Gauge)

Benelux (NS,SNCB/NMBS,CFL) Switzerland (Narrow Gauge)

British & Irish Eastern Europe (CD/ZSR,PKP,MAV,BDZ,CFR)

France (SNCF) Russia & CIS (RZD,BCZ,UZ,CFM)

Germany (DB) Baltic States (EVR,LG,LDZ)

High-Speed (ICE, TGV, Thalys,Eurostar) Balkan States (JZ,HZ,LG,SZ,MZ,ZCG, FBH/ZRS,HK/KZ-
Italy (FS) Kosovo)

Scandinavia (DSB,NSB,SJ,VR)
Spain / Portugal (RENFE,CP)

Southeastern Europe (HSH-Albania,OSE-Greece, TCCIREW!
Other European rail systems (please specify)

10. Please add any additional comments or condxlosy or on a separate page:




