
 

Chapter Meeting Saturday, March 14 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   �

����������	
���	
�
�����	
������
���
��������	
��
	������
�������	���������������������� ������������

 

Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Drinks   H-O:  Desserts   P-Z: Finger Foods 

 SPECIAL Presentation:  “Scaling Mountain Scenery to Model Railroads”  �������������	��
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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

April   Hiller Aviation Museum, San Carlos 
 

May  To be announced  
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
April 5-17 Hiller Aviation Museum, San Carlos  
May 8 -23 Mechanics Bank, Richmond 
 

 

February 14th, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 1:15PM, at the El Camino Medical Center. ETE 
thanks El Camino Medical for allowing us to have our 
meeting there. 
 

Our next meeting in March will be held at Belmont 
Congregational Church. 
 

B.  New Members and Guests:  
John welcomed 1 new member Werner Schutz. 
 

B.  EuroWest 2009 Planning:  
EurowWest is still in the planning stages.  We now 
have a theme “Hi-speed Trains.”, tying in with the 
recently voter-approved proposition for Hi-speed train 
service between Northern and Southern California.  
EuroWest will be held on July 26 and 27, 2009. 
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Chris Vais is coordinating speakers for EuroWest and 
is looking for presenters. If interested, please see or 
email him directly. 
 

C.  Upcoming Event Calendar:  
- We will have again a special Module SIG display 

in Richmond at the Mechanics Bank in May. 
- We will be at the Hiller Aviation Museum in both 

April (SIG Modules) and July (EuroWest 2009).  
 

D.  Special Acknowledgement:  
At the meeting, John and the membership especially 
acknowledged Rolf Krumbiegel for all the work he 
does to bring the Bay Area Chapter of ETE to so 
different meeting places and venues.  Thank you so 
much Rolf for all you do! 
 

E. Chapter Membership:  
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Please send the annual dues of $%�
��  to  
ETE,  &'
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Editors:  Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann 
Publishing & Distribution:  Jens Ullmann 
ETE Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle 
ETE Secretary:  Lalo Ruehle 
ETE Treasurer:   Ed Rikkelman 
ETE Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel 
ETE Module SIG News:  Steve Imialek  
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 Have news to share? . 
 

We will publish almost anything you can write as 
long as it has to do with European TRAINS! 
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Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com  
 

Good news?  We currently have 80 memberships 
renewed at this time.  The great news is that of these 
80 about 14 are new members or members that have 
fallen away for awhile and have come back.  The bad 
news is that approximately 35 members that were in 
last year have not renewed at this time.   
 

So if you forgot to send in your dues, please mail it 
in!  It is the member’s responsibility to send in the 
renewals even Ed is not there to collect it.  Thanks! 
 
 

F.  2008 Treasurer’s Report: by Edwin Rikkelman  
Below is our Treasurer’s statement, supporting his 
report published in last month’s newsletter:   
 

ETE Treasurers Report and Balance Sheet
San Francisco Chapter  2007 to 2008 comparison
Treasurer  -  Edwin Rikkelman

Year 2007 2008

Receipts 106
Dues 2,550$         3,180$        
Donations 146$            -$            
Income from Sig module Loan 700$            300$           
ETE Shirt Sales income 1,585$         589$           
ETE Clock Sales income 360$           
Eurowest 561$            1,708$        

Receipts Total (Income) 5,542$         6,138$        

Disbursements

Bank Costs 36$              -$            
ETE National 1,530$         2,120$        

ECMC Cost for addtnl supplies & Trans 536$            
ECMC Cost for Track cleaning car 92$             
ETE CD Player 40$              
Copy of Tape (Don Good) 60$             
(SIG Module Loan) pay to Jim Low 1,000$         
All Sports (ETE Shirts-Vests) 1,770$         453$           
TimeWorks Clocks (13 Clocks 4 Members) 469$           
Supplies 297$            130$           
Printing 232$            351$           
Food 564$            767$           
Donations 146$            31$             
Hiller (Use for April Meeting) 100$            -$            
PO Box for 2007  paid Jan 07 74$              
PO Box for 2008 paid  Sept 07 84$              
PO Box  2009 Sept 08 86$             
ETE Banners (Curry Graphics) 135$            
SF Chapter ETE Web Site 95$             
Postage for Blackhawk tickets 41$              51$             

Disbursements Total (Costs) 6,585$         4,706$        

Net (1,043)$        1,432$         
 

Ed will send out personal copies upon request.  
 
F.  ETE Jackets:  

The jackets are in. Lalo Ruehle has them. For all 
those who ordered, please see Lalo for your jackets 
and send $54.00 to the ETE PO Box. 
 
F.  Miscellaneous:  
�  Steve Stern said that the National ETE board 

received a request from a dealer to put their fliers 
in the Express newsletter, to be paid by National 
ETE. A vote was taken and we all agreed.  

�  Andrea Hildebrandt went to see a large layout for 
sale near Lake Tahoe.  The layout is 11 x 15 ft.  If 
anyone is interested, please see or email Andreas. 

 

The business portion of the meeting ended, but 
Wolfgang Leitenberger gave a presentation. 
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�  March:  A special presentation by cartographer 

and illustrator Tau Alpha on scaling mountain 
scenery to model railroads. 

�  April  (at Hiller):  A special presentation by HO 
modeler (Niles Canyon layout) Seth Neumann on 
building and using model train layouts for 
prototypical operations - the U.S. experience. 
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Reminders: 
- All modules going to our next venue at Hiller 

(April 5-17) will have to be pre-inspected.  
Contact: wolfgang@eisenbahnclinic.com or (831) 
637-4440 to make an appointment to have your 
module upgraded. 

- During our upcoming Hiller venue, the Easter 
Bunny will arrive by helicopter on April 11 and 
the Young Eagles, a group of licensed pilots, will 
be giving free plane rides around the Bay to 
promote aviation among the youth that day. So 
mark your calendars!  

 

 Happy rails to you…until we meet again. 
 
  
 
 
 

�
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GÖPPINGEN, February 24th – There are lots of 
rumors floating around, a very upset insolvency 
administrator, several shown the door, and some new 
items cancelled.  First piece of real news, Mr. Karl-
Heinz Menrad, managing director of Märklin's 
Hungarian subsidiary, has been sacked, and Mr. Hans 
Reyher, of the Märklin’s accounting section is also 
history. This is apparently related to the transfer of 
€100,000 to the entity known as Adler Toy (which 
still owns equity in Märklin) shortly before the 
insolvency filing. 
 

 
 

The Märklin insolvency administrator, Michael Pluta, 
is reportedly not too pleased after learning more about 
how the model train company’s management ran the 
business into the ground last year.  In a recent 
interview, Pluta said that the official sale process will 
be launched in April and an investment bank will be 
hired as a consultant on a possible deal.  Pluta did 
however stress that the company has to return to 
profitability first. According to him, that could be 
achieved by April, as cost-saving measures will allow 
Märklin to recover quickly. After the company filed 
for insolvency, several dozen investors have shown 
interest in Märklin, according to Pluta.    
 
A full (English) video report can be found at 
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Reflecting the changes at Märklin, most starter sets in 
the new 2009 catalog have been cancelled: 
 

STARTER SETS CANCELLED:  
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EXPANSION SET CANCELLED:  
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This leaves 2 digital starter sets that have the new 
Mobile Station in them. 
 

ADDITION NEWS - Märklin Jubilee Journey   
Märklin has also postponed the Jubilee Journey that 
was planned in May 2009.  All reservations made so 
far are now invalid.  Märklin will directly contact 
those who had made reservations. 
 

 
 

“MECHANICALLY” – A little more Märklin news: 
While the new catenary maintenance car (39971) 
looks enticing in a new color, it does not have all of 
the features of the original one (39970):  The work 
platform can be raised, lowered, and turned 
“mechanically”. The double arm pantographs can be 
raised and lowered “mechanically”.  Be careful!  For 
Märklin, “mechanically” means “by hand”, and not 
with Piezo motors like with the original. 
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BERLIN, February 3rd – German Rail (DB) is set to 
expand its international portfolio still further 
following the announcement that it is to acquire 
Poland’s largest private rail freight operator PCC 
Logistics. PCC Logistics specializes in coal, 
construction and chemical transport, and has an 8% 
share of the Polish rail freight market with revenues 
of around €350 million last year. The two companies 
have agreed not to disclose the purchase price.  PCC 
will become part of DB’s logistics subsidiary DB 
Schenker. DB says that despite the deal it intends to 
continue working with Polish State Railways’ freight 
arm PKP Cargo on cross-border operations between 
Germany and Poland.  
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COPENAGEN, March 5th – The Danish government 
has approved by a large majority plans to invest 
nearly DKr 100 billion ($US 17.2 billion) in transport 
infrastructure between 2010 and 2020. Most of the 
investment is destined for public transport, reflecting 
the need to tackle the investment backlog and provide 
additional capacity to cope with the projected increase 
in demand.  
 

Under the plan, rail infrastructure manager 
Banedanmark will 
invest DKr 24 
billion in a 
nationwide rollout of 
the European Rail 
Traffic Management 
System (ERTMS), 
which will replace 
existing systems by 

2020. Initially ERTMS will be installed on the 
Copenhagen-Malmö (Sweden) Øresund link to 
coincide with the opening Malmö Citytunnel, which 
will be equipped from the outset with ERTMS.  
Journey times on the Copenhagen-Odense line will be 
cut by 15 minutes to 1 hour.   
 

As part of the one hour model, a new 200km/h line 
will be constructed between Copenhagen and 
Ringsted with an intermediate station at Køge. The 
DKr 10 billion line will open in 2018, when the 
Fehmarn Bridge between Denmark and Germany is 
due to be completed.  Another projects included in the 
plan is DKr 2 billion for Aarhus Tram-Train. 
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BERN, February 5th – The SBB continues to wrestle 
with the problems caused by late delivery from 
Alstom of Class 610 tilting train sets ordered in 2004 
for Cisalpino services to and from Milano.  The 
difficulties have been made worse by frequent faults 
with the ETR470 sets currently diagrammed for this 
service, and SBB has been forced to extend its 
temporary timetable, replacing the three daily Basel - 
Milano trains with locomotive-hauled trains as far as 
Domodossola, where passengers change for Milano.  
 

With no sign of the Class 610 fleet entering service, 
approval on December 30 by the Swiss transport 
ministry for 250 km/h operation in the Lötschberg 
tunnel is unachievable for the moment.  
�
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LONDN, January 16th - Transport Secretary Geoff 
Hoon announced the formation of a body to consider 
the case for a London to Scotland high speed line. A 
decision on major electrification projects on existing 
main lines will also be announced later this year, and 
Hoon expressed support for the separate Airtrack 
proposal for additional local rail services to 
Heathrow.  
 

The decision to establish High Speed Two to develop 
high speed plans follows experience with the Channel 
Tunnel Rail Link, now known as High Speed 1, and 
Crossrail. By the end of the year the company will 
produce a proposal for an entirely new line between 
London and the West Midlands. It will report on 
options for the route, a Heathrow interchange with the 
Great Western main line and Crossrail, access to 
central London, links to High Speed 1 and services to 
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continental Europe. It will also look at financing and 
construction proposals. The government would then 
decide whether to proceed.  
 

A decision on electrification of the most heavily used 
parts of the Great Western and Midland main lines 
will be announced later this year, alongside decisions 
on the deployment of the trains being procured under 
the Intercity Express Program.  
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CALAIS, France, March 2nd – Eurotunel has 
approved resuming regular service through its tunnels 
after spending €60 million to repair damages from a 

fire on a train 
last year.  Rail 
traffic had since 
then been forced 
to squeeze 
through the 
remaining one 
tunnels under the 
English Channel.  
Resumption of 

full services was coordinated with new train 
schedules in France and Belgium.  Brussels is now 
again less than 2 hours away from London; Paris is 
just over 2.5 hours away. 
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ANKARA, February 11th – Turkish transport minister 
Mr Binali Yildirim has confirmed commercial 
services will begin in March on the country’s first 
high-speed line. The 206km line from Sincan, near 
Turkish capital Ankara to Inonu, west of Eskisehir 
will open on March 13, cutting the journey time 

between the two cities from three hours to 1h 10min. 

Services will be operated by a fleet of 10 six-car 
250km/h EMUs. Two sets can work in multiple to 
form 12-car trains.  The line is the first phase of the 
533km Ankara-Istanbul high-speed line, which will 
reduce journey times on this route from 6h 30min to 
just under three hours. 
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HELSINKI, February 19th – The number of passenger 
journeys on Finnish Railways (VR) reached record 
levels for the second successive year in 2008, 
increasing 4.9% to 69.9 million passengers. As in 
2007, the strongest growth was in commuter traffic, 
which increased by 7.2% to 12.3 million journeys. 
The long-distance sector witnessed a 6.1% rise in 
passenger numbers, which reached 13.8 million, 
while the Helsinki-St Petersburg route saw an 8.4% 
increase to 432,000 journeys.  
 

Freight traffic increased overall by 4.1% to 41.9 
million metric tons, but domestic freight has fallen by 
2.1% to 25.5 million metric tons, largely as a result of 
the economic downturn.  VR says traffic in November 
and December was significantly below last year’s 
levels, a trend which has continued into this year.  
 
�+�-���!�:�&&�
AMSTERDAM, February 27th – The Netherlands 
Railways (NS) says the introduction of an ambitious 
new timetable and the opening of new stations helped 
it to maintain its healthy financial performance last 
year, although net profits fell by €281 million to €56 
million. 
Passenger 
journeys rose 
by 4.1% to 
16.2 billion, 
although 
punctuality 
dropped 0.3% 
to 86.7% of 
trains arriving 
within three minutes of schedule (�8�#�
 .8���B
 �����#

��
��
���� ).  However NS has warned that its success in 
2008 is unlikely to be repeated this year as the global 
financial crisis is expected to slow the growth in 
passenger numbers. NS says it is looking at ways of 
reducing costs and could sell-off non-core areas of its 
business. 
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From Highway 101 , take Ralston Exit and go west. Travel through Belmont, pass the Notre Dame de Namur, 
and turn right on Alameda de Las Pulgas.  Parking at the church is in the rear.   
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2009 Winter Pictures – Part 3  
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