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Chapter Meeting Saturday, May 12, 1:00-5:00
West Bay RR Club —1090 Merril Street, Menlo Park, CA
Host: Joe Freese

Refreshments: Please bring items listed if your LAST name starts with:

P-Z : Desserts A-G : Drinks

H-O : Finger foods

Future Chapter Meetings

May 12 — West Bay RR Club — 1090 Merril Street
Menlo Park, CA — This is for the DC guys!!

June 9 (12-4PM) — Western Railroad Museum in

Rio Vista CA.
Picnic and get together with the Sacramento Chapter !
This is also a SWAP MEET!!!!

Upcoming Module SIG Events

See further into the newsletter for this years
events!

Have news?

We will publish amost anything you can write as
long asit hasto do with TRAINS!

NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE WILL BE THE 25
OF EACH MONTH! Email articlesto:
ETENEW S@sbcglobal .net

Page 1 of 8

MEETING MINUTES FROM April, 2007

No M eeting minutes made it to the editor before the
deadline. Minuteswill be posted in the next
news etter.

CALLING ALL Z SCALERS

Thefirst official informal meeting of anyone interested
in building zscale modules will be held during the May
meeting. Bill Tharp, Steve Imiaek, Dave Cowl, and
Chris Tartarian are interested in building modules
based on the Z Bend Track Standards;
www.zbendtrack.com. The goa isto have fun,
informally run at meetings and other venues, and link
up with the Bay Area Z Cooperative that also uses this
standard. More information at the meeting.
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European Train Enthusiasts (ETE)

2007 Exhibit Schedule

Museum of the San Ramon Valley
June 16 —July 1

Corner of Prospect & Railroad Avenues

Danville,Ca 9452 seventh year!

EUROWEST
JULY 14 AND 15
Hiller Aviation Museum
601 Skyway Road
San Carlos, Ca 94070

The Mechanics Bank
July 28 — August 11
Main Office
3170 Hilltop Mall Road
Richmond, Ca 94806 Qur second year!

Tracy Historical Museum
August 26 — Sept. 29
1141 Adam Street
Tracy, Ca 95376 Qur second year!

Blackhawk Automotive Museum
Nov. 23 -January 6, 2008
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle
Danville, Ca 94506 Qur seventh year!

EUROSNIPS:. BY. JIM RECKER

No Eurosnips madeit in time as well this month.

L ook forward to a HUGE Juneissuel!!!
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A notefrom Jim L owe:

M odules looking for a homel!

Greetings to all of you European Train
Enthusiasts !

Yes, the Subject line is correct. | am looking for a
home for my three Modules. Most of you are
familiar with them....Light weight, (can be handled
by one man), designed to be set up as one, two ,
or three module sets. Tortoise switch motors,
Viessmann signals, relays, and decoders.

These modules could be the basis for a home
layout. | have run trains on them, set up in my
garage. With return loops there could be
continuous running.

If you know of anyone who may be interested but
did not receive this notice, please forward it to
them.

Thank you all, and keep the trains running.
Jim D Lowe.

Mill Valley / Muhltahl

415/381-8768

"Jim Lowe"donnerjiml@netzero.com
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REVERSE CORNER : By S. Emailek

Our fifth annual visit to the Hiller Aviation
Museum at San Carlos Airport was a huge success.
The museum’ s attendance records were broken during
our two-week venue from April 1 — 15. Kudos to Peter
Barnes for organizing this event. Many thanksto the
many operators, docents, module owners, and helpers
aswell. And yes, we will return next spring for our
sixth year.

Our next venue will be June 16 through July 1
at the Museum of the San Ramon Valley in Danville.
Rolf Krumbiegel (925) 939-7576 will be organizing
this venue. Please contact him if you would like to
operate, docent, or just help out especially will set up
and take down. Thiswill be our seventh year at this
venue.

New modules are being built, the ‘ veteran’
modules are being refurbished and restored, new
operating systems are being explored, and the Module
SIG just keeps getting bigger and better. I1f you would
like to help or be a module owner please contact Rolf
Krumbiegel or any one of the module owners.

One way to help and be a part of thisgroup is
to take on amodule. The reverse corner would like to
be adopted by a new caretaker. This moduleis usually
used during our two largest venues, Blackhawk and
Hiller. The module lacks a cover so an SUV, truck
with ashell, van, station wagon, etc would be a must
for transportation. Please contact Steve Imialek (925)
516-1673 if you are interested.

Sacre bleu! What’sin store for EuroWest July
14 and 15 at the Hiller Aviation Museum? There stalk
of anew and not often tried module configuration.
Why is everyone looking for a beret? Bastille Day, of
course. Come join the fun, beret optional.

Page 3 of 8

THE GOLDEN SPIKE

The new Mountain View Medical Center of the
Camino Medical Group and Palo Alto Medica
Foundation was dedicated on April 18, 2007. In
attendance were the “proud papas’ Steve Imialek and
Rolf Krumbiegel and other chapter members Cees
Feith, Ralph Dreike, Charlie Schiess, George Bruder,
and Hans Coaz. Thismedical center was a $125
million project built on the site of the old Emporium at
701 E. El Camino, Mountain View.

It isworth avisit if you areinthearea. You'll
notice a magnificent outdoor fountain and an awesome
glass blown foral display in the lobby. There are 443
large multicolored ‘flowers' suspended in the center of
the foyer. But do not miss our chapter’strain layout in
the pediatric waiting room to the right of the lobby. If
you can't visit then do avirtual tour at Wolfgang
Leitenberger’ s website www.ei senbahnclinic.com.

We entertained many notable guests, local
politicians, and the media during the dedication and
also at the Donors' Brunch the previous Sunday.

Dieter Vorbach explained his many dioramas to an
appreciative audience. Rolf and Steve fielded
numerous questions and pointed out interesting details.
We received many compliments on our work and we
enjoyed the many visitors who seemed quite pleased
with the layout. Too many storiesto tell in this brief
article but, needless to say, we were proudly beaming.

Dr. Richard Slavin, M.D. and CEO of the CMC
came by many times to view the layout. Y ou see him
pushing the red button on Wolfie' s web page
presentation. But he told us that when the center is
open there will be 350 children a day passing through
the waiting room. That’s 2,100 a week, 109,200 a year,
and, if the building lasts for the 60 years that it was
built, then over 6,000,000 children will view the
layout! Possible future ETE members? We'll see.

None of this was possible without the work and
dedication of Dieter Vorbach, Rolf Krumbiegel, Hans
Auerbach, lan Lorentzen, Peter Nieber, Jens Ullmann,
Wolfgang Leitenberger, and Steve Imialek. Materia
donations were given by Cees Feith/Primetime Trains,
John Ruehle and Heinz Kurz. | would also like to
thank my wife, Florence, who put up with the building
project for many months at our house, cooked lunches,
and trusted me in the kitchen. It was well worth it.
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EUROSNIPS — By Jim Recker

GOTTHARD AT 125

WASSEN, April 10 — Hopefully you can make it to
Switzerland as rail fan have been promised a number
of activities for the Gotthard line's 125™ birthday.

Actuadly the party started already at the beginning of
the year, and will fortunately last through December:
The SBB-CFF is now offering two cab-view seats
dally in a Re460 locomotive between Locarno and
Arth-Goldau. For the very steep price of CHF750
(US$620!), you'll get the guided cab-view over the
Gotthard, and a* connecting round-trip 1st class ticket”
from any location in Switzerland.

Since March, a new “PanGottardo” observation car has
also been running daily between Basel and Locarno,
with 26 rotating seats allowing for new views and
angles of the spiral tunnels and other sights along the
line.

Then, on May 31 and June 1% and 2™ two steam
engines (a C 5/6 and an A 3/5) will be double-heading
old-style SBB 1st, 2nd and 3rd class passenger cars
from Basel to Erstfeld. During the height of the
celebration, many other historic vintage SBB-CFF
trains are expected to join the celebration along the
line (with our friend Jacques Vuye in attendance!).

In June, a new hiking trail along the Gotthard line
opens. There will aso be open-air theatre during July
and August. In September, mgor exhibitions in
Erstfeld and Biasca featuring vintage and ultramodern
rolling stock are planned, along with an international
conference scheduled for mid-October, “Gottardo”,
with presentations on the history and future of
transal pine transport.

NEW ALPINE BASE TUNNEL TO SOON OPEN
VISP, April 11 -- Shortly following the Gotthard
birthday party, a shuttle train is scheduled to race
through the new Lo6tschberg base tunnel, launching a
big inaugural celebration on June 16.

Started in 1999, the new base tunnel will be linked to
the SBB-CFF network on December 9", forcing major
scheduling changes across the county as the journey
time under the Alps is dramatically reduced. Travel
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time from Basal to Brig will be reduced by 34 minutes,
Basdl to Visp by 66 minutes!

RECORD RERUN

For those of you who may have missed the TV
coverage last month of the TGV racing down the track
a 5748 km/h (357 mph) can caich it at
www.record2007.com. The web site, both in English
and French, includes a 9 minute video and all the
preparation details leading up to this spectacular event.

SNCF EXPANDS EMU FLEET

PARIS, April 3 -- The French National Railways
(SNCF) has placed orders for 67 dual-mode dual-
voltage AGC high-capacity EMU passenger train sets
with Bombardier, worth €311 million (US$423
million). Deliverieswill start in August 2009.

This latest contract increases the number of AGC
trains ordered to 679. A consortium of Bombardier
and Alstom has been awarded a €172 million contract
to supply 16 five-car TER 2N NG double-deck new-
generation EMUs for operation in the High Normandy
region as well. Delivery will begin at the end of next
year. SNCF has now ordered 219 TER 2N NG train
sets.

ICE-TD SPEEDS UP LINK BETWEEN GERMANY
AND DENMARK

RODBY, April 25, 2007 -- With passenger traffic
between Germany and Denmark increasing, both DB
and DSB have been looking for ways to add new train
capacity and reduce travel time.

Starting in December, ICE-TD train sets will replace
Danish 1C-3 trains between Hamburg and Arhus and
occasionally on to Copenhagen. The daily train
between Arhus and Prague will be dropped in favor of
ICD-TD trans so as to accelerated connections
between Berlin and Arhus.

Water crossings between Puttgarden to Radby will see
improved service on two upgraded ferries which are
now equipped to handle both the Danish IC-3 and the
ICE-TD.

Finally scheduling to Copenhagen and Arhus from
Germany will be improved by increasing the
permissible maximum speed in Denmark from 140
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km/h to 180 km/h, and by eiminating some of the
smaller stops.

EUROPEAN RAILWAYSALL UPIN 2006
SBB-CFF Again in the Black

ZURICH, April 4 -- The Swiss Nationa Railways
(SBB-CFF-FSS) saw growth in all operationa areasin
2006 with earnings of CHF259.4 million (US$213.5
million), despite pension funding reducing capital
funds by CHF3 billion!.

Across the board, the SBB-CFF operating yield was
increased by 1.8%, while operating expenses were
reduced by 2.6%.

Passenger traffic set regional records in 2006, and
there was growth in daily commuter numbers with
more than 300,000 monthly passes. The positive
results offset a decline in freight traffic revenue, the
only area that posted a loss over the year of CHF 29.6
million.

It should be also noted that the SBB-CFF holds a 66%
market share in Switzerland for traffic over the Alps.
The growth trend continued in 2006. In 2006, 25.2
million metric tons of cargo were transported on rail
over the Gotthard and the L 6tschberg-Simplon routes,
an increase of 6.5% over the previous year. Thereis
however some competition mainly from the German
rail freight operator Railion, which now uses the
Brenner route through Austria more than ever before.

SNCB-NMBS Sees Significant Results

BRUSSELS, April 5 -- The Belgian Nationa Railways
(SNCB- NMBS) increased productivity by 8% and
revenues of €2.75 hillion, an increase of 6.2% over
2005. There was more passenger traffic, better cost
controls and increased efficiencies. The SNCB also
reduced its debt, and closed its subsidiary ABX, which
last year posted aloss of €112 million.

Only its freight divison disappointed: B-cargo
reported a loss of €55.8 millions. Hopefully B-Cargo
may pull into the black in 2007 as it is expecting a
5.9% increase in revenues over the upcoming fisca
year.
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SNCF isAll Smiles

PARIS, April 12 -- Following a new TGV record run,
the SNCF Group reported a 5% increase in revenues of
€21.9 billion, mostly coming from strong growth in
passenger traffic. The passenger rail services grew at
6%, and the Transport and Logistics and Infrastructure
and Engineering groups both saw revenue increases of
2%. Earnings came to €1.01 billion, up 17% over
2005.

As with other Freight groups, SNCF Freight struggled
over the year, and posted a loss of €260 million. On
the other hand, SNCF Freight is expecting a banner
year in 2007 with a number of significant events:

- Creation of Lorry Rail, the rolling rail highway
between Perpignan and Luxembourg.

- Launch of the Sibelit partnership, with B Cargo
(Belgian freight railways), SBB Cargo (Swiss freight
railways) and the CFL (Luxemburg railways).

Finaly, in 2007, the SNCF is looking forward to the
launch of TGV Est in June, the signing of an
agreement regarding Railteam, which joins together
the principal services of European high speed services
(Eurostar, Thalys, ICE, TGV, Lyria), and further
reduction of operational debt.

DB AG With Best Results Ever

BERLIN, March 29 -- The German Railways Group,
DB AG, announced its best results ever for rail
passenger and freight transport performance. Its annual
report revealed improvements in all key operational
and financial performance figures. Passenger traffic
was up 3.9% to €1.85 hillion, while DB AG saw a
10% increase in rail freight volumes to 96,4 billion
metric ton-km. Shipping volume increased by 10%.
Overall, revenues were up €5 billion over last year to
€30.1 hillion, net earning for the year came to €1.7
billion, €1.1 billion over the previous year!

For the upcoming year, the DB-AG group anticipates a
dight increase in revenues and operating profit.
Certainly 2006 was positively influenced by an
excellent economic environment, extensive
improvements in train services, the opening of new rail
infrastructure, the success of the World Cup, plus the
strengthened presence of the DB Group in all
international growth regions.
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Rail passenger performance was up 3% to 74.8 billion
passenger-km. This represents a further increase in
market share in an overal dlightly declining German
passenger transport market.

Freight result was a surprise, growing at 12% in 2006 -
the highest growth rate of al carriers in the German
freight transport market.

VR and DBS Also Smile

The Finnish Railways Group, VR Group, saw 2006
revenues of €1.2 hillion, a 5.7% increase over the
previous year. Earning were posted at €63 million, an
increase of 37.2%. All sectors saw hedlthy increases,
including VR Cargo which grew by 7%. The volume
of international freight traffic crossing the Finnish
border totaled 17.6 million tons, an increase of 2.1%.
Most of this traffic, 16.8 million metric tons was with
Russia

The VR passenger service had 65 million passengers,
its highest count ever. The biggest increase was seen
in rail travel between Finland and Russia, which grew
26.1%. The VR and Russia share the samerail gauge.

Meanwhile, the Danish Railways, DSB, reported
dlightly higher revenues over 2005, €135.3 million,
mostly due to an increase in passenger traffic. The
DSB had 2.8 million passengers more than in 2005,
mainly on the Coast line between Copenhagen and
Helsinger, as well on the trains across the Oresund
bridge to Sweden.

DB-AG AND HZ INCREASE COOPERATION
ZAGREB, April 4 -- The Deutsche Bahn AG (DB AG)
and Croatian Railways (HZ) are increasing their
cooperation, signing an agreement in Zagreb in severd
different aress.

DB AG will support by the reorganization of the
company structure, the operation and the head office
as well as with the development of the rail freight area.
Further, DB AG will support HZ with strategies for
customer marketing and competition, education and
staff development.

GSM-R DEPLOYED IN BELGIUM
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BRUSSELS, April 10 -- The deployment of the GSM-
R on the Belgian rail network has just reached an
important stage since half of the infrastructure
equipment has now been installed. Equipping rolling
stock is expected to be completed by 2009, the year
the GSM-R network will be deployed on the entire
SNCB network.

The mobile network of telephony GSM-R (or GSM for
Railways) is an international digital communication
system, developed specifically for the railways. The
international specifications of this system had been
developed by UIC in close cooperation with
telecommuni cations and telephone industry. Compared
to the current communication system, the GSM-R
network offers a definitely increased reliability and
additional functionalities which specifically meet the
requirements in mobile communication in fields such
as train control and safety for passengers, as well as
the safety of railway staff.

To date, the Belgian Railways SNCB have equipped
some 100 locomotives out of a total of 1,400. It is
expected that some 90% of the locomotives will have
GSM-R installed by the end of 2009, and the
remaining will be equipped by mid-2010. This is an
investment of some €40 million.

ANTWERP NO LONGER A TERMINAL STATION
ANTWERP, March 23 — Infrabel, the Belgian rall
infrastructure company, opened a new North-South
tunnel under the city of Antwerp, linking Antwerpen
Centraal and Antwerpen-Luchtbal. This new rail link
culminates a 9-year project to put Antwerpen Centraal
on the new high-speed line to the Netherlands,
scheduled to open in the next few months.

The Antwerpen Centraal terminal saw significant
reconstruction over the last severa years. Originally
completed in 1905, this station iswidely regarded as
the finest example of railway architecture in Belgium.
Previously Thalys service (aswell asthe old TEE
service) between Paris, Brussels and Amsterdam only
called at Berchem on the outskirts of the city. Only
the “Benelux” push-pull trains reversed in the Centraal
station, but that added another 15 minutes to the trip.

Now the new 3.8 km tunnel leading out of the station
will connect to the new HSL-Zuid line leading north to
the Dutch border. A new railway firm, NS Hispeed, a
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joint venture of the Dutch railway NS and Royal link, thereisapossibility that the well-known Benelux
Dutch Airlines (KLM), will operate most of thetrains. train sets may come to an end, as the NS does not want
Hispeed not only will run the new high-speed trains this “semi-fast” serviceto distract from its new high-
between Amsterdam and Brussels, but also the Dutch  speed service.

portion of Thalysand ICE. Hispeed services are

expected to start this December. With this new rail

PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Who says you can’'t have two different
national catenaries next to each other: In
this photo at the Dutch-Belgian border
station at Essen, SNCB catenary is used
over the siding on the left, along side and
next to Dutch catenary over the dua
mainline heading on towards Rosendaal.
Can you see aso the balast change
between the SNCB and the NS? Just like
an ETE module!
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