
 

Chapter Meeting Saturday, May 9 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   �
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SWAP MEET!! �
 

Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Desserts   H-O: Finger Food   P-Z: Drinks  

�� ������	 �
�� �� 	���
��
�
�� �� �

���
����������������	����	��
��������������������
��������

   

 

 Upcoming Chapter Meetings 
 

June 13    Western Railroad Museum, Rio Vista 
July  11    Museum of the San Ramon Valley, Danville   
August    To be announced 
Sept. 12   �����������  at the Hildebrandt’s, Woodside 
Oct. 10  �����������	
�  @ Krumbiegel’s, Walnut Creek    
Nov. 14   No meeting:  Railfair in Roseville 
Dec. 12   �
�������	����� :  Blackhawk Museum, Danville   
 

 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
May 8 -23 Mechanics Bank, Richmond 
July 26-27 EuroWest, San Carlos 
 

 

April 11 th 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting was called to order by Edwin 
Rikkelman at 2:30PM, at the Hiller Aviation Museum 
in San Carlos. ETE thanks Peter Barnes and the 
museum for hosting our meeting there.  John and Lalo 
Ruehle were out of town and were not in attendance. 
 

B.  Membership Update:  
According to Ed, 88 members have paid their dues for 
2009, down from 110 in 2008.  New members are 
usually recruited during EuroWest, which emphasizes 
the importance of this event in the Chapter’s calendar. 
 

C.  EuroWest 2009 Planning:  
Event chairman, Jens Ullmann, was unable to attend 
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this meeting.  Nevertheless, as a reminder:   
- There will be firm cutoff date for sign-up for the 

annual dinner.   
- Andreas Hildebrandt is taking over the catering for 

the event. The banquet is tentatively priced at 
$40.00 per person. 

- A special planning meeting will be held in May.  
Contact John Ruehle if you would like to help out. 

Don Good followed up on a discussion from last 
month and introduced a motion to have the chapter 
offer a $300 “incentive” to help defray travel costs for 
the San Diego chapter’s visit for EuroWest.  The 
motion was carried by acclaim with no dissent,  
Chris Vais is still looking for speakers and presenters 
for the event.  If interested, please email him.  There 
was also a short discussion on an idea of inviting 
someone from the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority.  That idea is still being explored.  
 

D.  Other April Meeting Notes:  
- The current Chapter balance stands around $6,200. 
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Editors:  Jim & Nicola Recker, Jens Ullmann 
Publishing & Distribution:  Jens Ullmann 
ETE Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle 
ETE Secretary:  Lalo Ruehle 
ETE Treasurer:   Ed Rikkelman 
ETE Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel 
ETE Module SIG News:  Steve Imialek  
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 Have news to share? . 
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Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com  
 

- Ed distributed ETE stickers to those in attendance.  
Ed may also have 1 ETE clock left for sale. 

- There may be a couple of ETE jackets left.  See 
Lalo or Ed for more details. 

- The team that keeps the special HO layout 
running at the Camino Medical Group center 
needs help:  They continue to look for analog AC 
locomotives.  Märklin can no longer be a sponsor 
and the existing loks are wearing down (running 8 
hours each day!).  If you have a locomotive you 
would like to donate (preferably a steam or diesel 
model), please contact Wolfgang Leitenberger.  A 
few more loks would allow for more frequent 
rotation, reducing overall “wear and tear”.  
%&!'����(�����)�
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The business and presentation portions of the meeting 
ended.  Ian Lorentzen showed off a new module he is 
working on, a small view of a Danish country side.  
He is experimenting with some new scenery 
techniques, and getting some terrific results.  He, and 
other module owners, are working hard to the SIG 
modules ready for EuroWest!    
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�  A swap meet!  Don’t forget to bring your best 

deals with you (and your wallet).  Show up early 
if you need space to display your items.  These 
chapter meetings usually feature some interesting 
items, and always elicit good conversation.   
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Several online forums have helped to confirm some 
good news:  Märklin is still looking to celebrate its 
150th birthday in Göppingen this summer. 
 
Dr. Kurt Seitzinger, current General Manager of 
Märklin (appointed by the insolvency administration, 
Herr Pluta) has confirmed that the “Modellbahn Treff 
und Märklin Familientag 2009” will be held 
September 19-20.  In 2007, over 45,000 people 
showed up, so start your planning now!  
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MOSCOW, April 7th – Russian Railways (RZD) is to 
spend over 2 billion rubles ($US 55.7 million) on 
developing new coaches for international routes. 
RZD’s current fleet stands at 232 coaches but is now 
in need of replacement.  The new coaches will be 
built to UIC standards. They will have a maximum 
speed of 200km/h, and could be upgraded to 250km/h 
in the future if necessary. 
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ESSEN, April 28th – In a special meeting, the DB 
Board of Directors formally appointed Dr. Rüdiger 
Grube to his new post, effective May 1st.  
 
As reported last month, DB’s boss resigned following 
a scandal involving allegations of spying on staff and 
plans to pay large executive bonuses.  Dr. Grube now 
the new CEO of Deutsche Bahn AG and Chairman of 
the Board of DB Mobility Logistics AG. 
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BRUSSELS, April 27th – While all European 
passenger services have seen substantially better 
results in 2008, trouble looms.  In its latest annual 
statement, Belgian officials reported that freight 
operator B-Cargo has significantly dropped in 2008, 
with earnings down to €86.4 million in 2008, 
compared to €149.7 million in 2007 and €132 million 
in 2006.  The net result is that the SNCB group is 
reporting a loss of €13.9 million in 2008, as compared 
to net earnings of €12.9 million in 2007.   
 
Despite a predicted increase of 5% passenger traffic 
in 2009, the freight sector should see more losses. 
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MEMMINGEN Germany, April 17th – An agreement 
for electrification and infrastructure upgrades between 
München and Lindau in Bayern has finally signed: 
Tilting trains will now be able to run at 160 km/h, 
cutting München – Zürich journeys from 4 hours 10 
minutes to 3 hours 15 minutes by 2015. Services will 
be increased from three to six round-trips each day, 
which is expected to lead to a doubling of passenger 
traffic.  Work should begin next year to electrify the 
155 km Geltendorf – Memmingen – Lindau line, with 
an upgrade on the parallel Buchloe – Kempten – 
Lindau line.  
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A new through station will be built, Lindau-Reutin, to 
eliminate the need for reversals and locomotive 
changes at the current Lindau Hbf terminal station on 
an island in the Bodensee.  The total cost of the work 
is put at €210 million. Switzerland has agreed to 
provide a €50 million interest-free loan, and the 
Bavarian state will be lending €55 million.  
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FRANKFURT, April 21st – To keep pace with the 
growing passenger traffic between Germany and 
Paris, Deutsche Bahn is going to run a daily roundtrip 
service using a TGV, freeing up an ICE train set. 
 
The TGV service is to be operated by Alléo, a joint 
DB-SNCF partnership.  However, unlike other Alléo-
operated trains, personnel on this train set will all 
German.  DB made this decision because the TGV 
train set offers an extra 50 seats and the existing ICE 
service has been running full.  Reservations for seats 
for this TGV service can be made through the typical 
online services. 
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AMSTERDAM, April 29th – Dutch Transport 
Minister Camiel Eurlings feels that further reforms 
are needed to open up the rail market in the 
Netherlands.  A committee, looking at the relationship 
between NS, ProRail and the state found that NS 
retained too much control, and new operators such as 
Veolia and Syntus were too dependent on the state-
owned company. NS has a protected monopoly of 
domestic passenger services on the core network until 
2015, and its subsidiary NedTrain still maintains most 
trains for smaller operators.  

 

The minister has decided that ProRail and NS are too 
firmly rooted in an inherited government mindset, and 
had ‘cultural problems’ accepting new entrants at 
home. As NS was not genuinely independent, its 
operational and strategic objectives would inevitably 
influence its relationships with other operators. She 
believes that NS at least needed ‘a complete change 
of business practice’.  
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Stations were seen as a particular problem, with the 
transport ministry receiving numerous complaints. 
Public areas including platforms and lifts are 
managed by ProRail, but NS controls commercial 
functions such as ticket sales, information, staff 
facilities and cycle parking. With NS running all 
stations, new operators had found it difficult to lease 
commercial space and staff facilities, or even to 
advertise their feeder bus services.  
 
Thus the report recommends that property 
management, station operation and provision of 
ancillary services should be transferred to an 
independent body.  This is ‘legally not so simple’, and 
would have far-reaching consequences for NS, so it is 
likely to take some time.  On the other hand, most 
Dutch politicians agree that NS has been behaving 
like a private monopoly and probably needs to have 
its wings clipped. The government is expected to 
outline its thinking in the next month or so. 
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PARIS, April 30th – Two major urban public transport 
investment projects have been announced by the 
French government. President Nicolas Sarkozy has 
launched a plan called Grand Paris which calls for an 
investment of €35 billion in public transport for the 
French capital. More than €20 billion of this will be 
spent on a new 130 km automatic metro network, 
which will be elevated if possible. The projects 
include metro extensions in Lyon and Marseille.  
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PARIS, April 9th – The Parisian Transport Authority 
(RATP) has selected a consortium of Alstom and 
Bombardier to supply 60 double-deck MI09 trains for 
RER Line A.  Alstom’s share of the €917 million deal 
is worth €640 million. The MI09 is a high-capacity 
development of the MI2N emu supplied by the same 
consortium during the 1990s. Each 110 meter-long 
train will have capacity for up to 1725 passengers and 
each vehicle will be equipped with six large doors to 
facilitate rapid loading and unloading. Alstom says 
the improved acceleration and braking performance 
of the MI09 will allow frequencies to be increased on 
Line A.  Alstom will produce equipment for the trains 
at various sites in France.   The first train will be 
delivered in December 2010 and the trains will enter 
service in 2011. 
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COPENHAGEN, April 24th – The Danish 
government has approved funding for Banedanmark 
to resignal the entire national rail network with ETCS 
and CBTC. Project bidding is expected to get 
underway immediately, with the whole project to be 
completed by 2021. 
 

The total renewal of all signaling on a national rail 
network in a single program has never before been 
attempted in Europe. Nevertheless the current state of 
Danish signaling equipment and the recent progress 
with stabilizing the specifications for the European 
Train Control System (ETCS) has convinced the 
Danes that this is the right way to go.  
 

 
 

Banedanmark’s signaling equipment is aging to the 
point where many of the present systems are past their 
technical service life. This has led to increasing levels 
of failure, delays to passenger and freight operations, 
and a general decline in the quality of train services 
over the past few years. Signaling problems now 
cause delays to 39 000 trains a year and account for 
about half of all the delays attributable to the 
infrastructure manager.    
 
The strategy envisages total renewal by 2021 on all 
main and regional lines and by 2020 for the 
København S-bane.   On the main and regional lines, 
there will be total replacement using ETCS Level 2. 
For the S-bane, a commercially-available CBTC 
system of the type being deployed on modern metros 
will be implemented.  The resignaling currently 
excludes local county-owned lines. However, 
following the signing of the treaty between Denmark 
and Germany for construction of the Fehmarn Belt 
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fixed link, some regional lines will be included into 
the migration plans as a future element in the national 
rail network. 
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PERPIGNAN, France, February 17th – RFF President 
Hubert du Mesnil visited the Spanish border region to 
celebrate the completion of the Perpignan - Figueres 
cross-border railway.  Two new platform tracks have 
been added at the Perpignan station, along with an 
international freight yard. This project marks the end 
of a five-year construction period in the 50-year 
concession to build and operate the cross-border line, 
awarded to the TP Ferro consortium. The 
concessionaire has completed the 45 km route, 
including an 8.9 km twin-bore tunnel through the 
Pyrenees, on schedule and within budget. Including 
financing, the total cost came to €1.096 billion, of 
which €523 million was covered by grants.  
 

 
 

Now all that is missing are the trains!  A high speed 
line between Perpignan and Montpellier is still a 
decade away and construction of the standard gauge 
line from Figueres to Barcelona is three years late, 
leaving TP Ferro’s rails ending abruptly in open 
country.  Now it seems that 2012 looks like being the 
earliest date for anything to be running on the rails!   
 
With nothing running, TP Ferro is getting no income. 
The concessionaire has opened negotiations with 
Spain’s Ministry of Development to look at ways of 
bridging the gap. Dual-gauging the existing line 
between Figueres and Girona will allow standard 
gauge freight trains to reach a terminal in Spain, and 
there is also talk of TGVs being routed via the new 
line as far as Figueres starting in December. 
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NEW YORK, March 21st – A rare Märklin toy, the 
so-called Fidelitas clown caravan, proved the 
highlight of the sale of Part I of the Donald Kaufman 
collection conducted by Bertoia Auctions.   
 

Kaufman, aged 78, has been collecting toys for 50 
years.  His Märklin clown caravan had been bought at 
Bertoia a decade ago for $30,000.  Made by pre-War 
Germany’s premier toy manufacturer around 1909, 
the 3ft 2in (96cm) long Fidelitas features seated 
clowns with a variety of props – a hoop, a bouquet of 
flowers, and a curious sign that gives the toy its name.   
 

 
 

It has some replaced elements – including a leg, a 
hand and the sign carried by the figure at the rear of 
the train – but ranks among less than ten complete 
examples known (the individual carriages were also 
sold separately by Märklin and survive in greater 
numbers).  Estimated at $30,000-40,000, it sold to a 
European collector for $103,500. 
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Starting with this issue, Internet sites will be shared 
so readers can “see it for themselves”.  To start, here’s 
the link to “hourly” pictures of the famous 
Landwasser bridge on the Rhätische Bahn currently 
undergoing serious maintenance, with no pause in 
train traffic:  
���677%%%*��
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Best exit off of I-800 (Nimitz Freeway):  Washington Ave. 
 

Very LATE Zinkpest news: 
 

There is possibly a new case of Zinkpest and Märklin.  
This time some brown Seetal Crocodiles (#37521) are affected.  
Multiple reports of this showed up on the Internet since May 4th. 
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Photo Montage  
Double-deck trains 

   

����2	���&�2	
&!2��	 �8�� 	��9 	

 �������	����	�
���!� 	����$

:���
	 ;�������� 	�8�$

�%���	 ;�������� 	�<����� 	���� 0���$ 	

�:	�=��
	�&������ 	

:�	����&��!	�<����� 	


