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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

November  – No meeting. International Rail Fair (p. 2 F2) 

December 8  – Blackhawk Auto Museum, Danville 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events   
 

10/13 – 10/21    Alden Nursery – www.aldenlane.com  
11/23 – 01/06 Blackhawk Museum  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 8th  2007 Meeting Minutes 
A. Call to Order:  
A regular monthly meeting was called to order by 
Chris Vais at 2:00PM. The ETE members thanked 
Annie and Andreas for allowing us to hold our 
meeting at their wonderful home. 
 

New member A. J. Burgess attended the September 
meeting.  He’s already signed up for the modular SIG. 
 

B. Announcements: 
The next monthly meeting is to be held at El Camino 
Medical Center on October 13th from 1 to 5PM. 
 

John Ruehle agreed last month to operate as Vice 
Chairman.  As he expects that his classroom activities  
may have the potential to cut into “train time”, Lalo 
will assume John’s role as Chapter Secretary.  
 
C. Club Shirts: 
•  Ed Rikkleman has more ETE shirts, a small number 
of extras in a limited number of sizes. Ed will bring 
them with him to the next meeting. 
•  If you ordered a shirt and not received it, get in 
touch with Ed directly. 

 

Next Chapter Meeting Saturday, Oct. 13 th at ECMC �
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Refreshments:  Please bring items listed if your LA ST name starts with  
A-G: Desserts    H-O: Drinks    P-Z: Finger foods 

 

���	 �

Have news to share?  
 
We will publish almost anything you can write as long as it 
has to do with local European TRAINS! 
 
NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25th, every month 
NEW ADDRESS to email articles: 

ETEnewsletter@cs.com  or jcrecker@cs.com   

Editors:  Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann  
Publishing & Distribution: Jens Ullmann 
ETE Minutes:  Lalo & John Ruehle 
Spiritual Guidance: Chris Vais 
ETE SF Module SIG News: Steve Imialek 
ETE Marketing (Shirts):  Ed Rikkelman 
Occasional European Photography:  Jacques Vuye 
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D. Treasurers Report: 
Ed provided balance sheet for Euro West 2007:  
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E. Meeting Presentations: 
1.  Remember from our discussion last month about 
meeting presentations. John Ruehle would like to see 4 
to 6 venues that would support some sort of 
presentation. We will need to have some meeting 
locations identified in the next months. 
2.  As we look for venues for meetings in the 
upcoming months, we should consider locations that 
are conducive to conducting a workshop. 
3.  John Ruehle believes that the next month meeting 
location will be good venue for a presentation or some 
other sort of activity if someone would care to 
volunteer. 
4.  We should have a meeting about the theme for 
EuroWest 2008. 
5.  A banner with our chapter logo and chapter name 
will be printed. Motion was carried and approved for 
the cost of $150.00. 
 
F. Upcoming Chapter Venues: 
1.  Alden Lane in Livermore Nursery, Sat. Oct. 13th  
through Sun. Oct. 21st, from 11am-4pm. 

2.  All members of the Bay Area Chapter are 
encouraged to attend the International Railfair in 
Roseville on Nov. 17 and 18.  There will be no local 
chapter meeting in November. 
 
2007 European Train Enthusiasts (ETE)  
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter Officers 
Chairman:  Christopher Vais 
Phone: (510) 521-4347 
Email: Christopher_Vais@URScorp.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  Edwin Rikkelman 
Phone: (925) 689-2662 
Email: rikkelman@msn.com 

Secretary:  John Ruehle 
Phone: (415) 334-3041 
Email: ruehle_j@comcast.net  

Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel 
Phone: (925) 939-7576 
Email: rolkru@earthlink.net 
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The SIG has been very busy. New modules are being 
built, older ones refurbished, and some are still in the 
“arm chair” stage.  We would all like to acknowledge 
and thank our newest module owners for their 
participation.  Peter Dietrich has taken over the corner 
modules and AJ Burgess, a new member to our 
chapter, has volunteered to take over the staging yard. 
Welcome aboard! 
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The Talbot’s weekend venue was a success, as 
always.  Operators Jim Recker, Wolfi Leitenberger, 
Don Winslow, and Peter Dietrich enjoyed themselves 
and the crowds on Sat. and Sun. Many thanks also to 
Peter Barnes, Dave Pryor, Dieter Vorbach, and our 
new enthusiastic member Peter Dietrich for helping 
with set up and take down.  Did I leave anybody out?  
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Here’s the fall, winter and spring line up of our next 
SIG module venues:  

 
ALDEN LANE NURSERY , :	���*B��   
Sat. Oct. 13 through Sun. Oct. 21, from 11am-4pm 
This is the first two weekends of Alden Lane’s “Fall 
Festival”. We will also be running for school groups 
on Tues., Wed. and Thurs. from 9-2. If you haven’t 
already contacted Steve Imialek (925) 516-1673 
(imialek@pacbell.net) and would like to run, then 
contact him before Rolf Krumbiegel gets back from 
Germany. 
 
�����������	
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Fri. Nov. 23, 2007 – Sun. Jan 6, 2008 
Our eighth annual winter holidays’ venue will be at 
this world-class museum.  The SIG group will be at 
Blackhawk one week ahead of the event to do some 
module maintenance.  See next newsletter for details. 
 
�
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Sat. Mar. 15 – Sun. Mar. 30, 2008 
Our fourth annual spring holiday venue will be at this 
interesting museum.  Peter Barnes is again our contact 
and venue coordinator. More information will be 
coming from Peter in the new year.  
 
So circle your calendars and plan on joining us for a 
great time running trains.  
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The Gotthard Celebrated 125 Years 
ERSTFELD, September 9 – A sunny day smiled on 
the Swiss towns of Erstfeld and Biasca where about 
50,000 train fans came to celebrate a two-day 
Gottardo weekend party for the 125th anniversary of 
the famous rail line across the Alps.   
 
Rail fans lined up along the tracks on both the North 
and South sides of the tunnel to witness special runs 
of historic trains, like the legendary Crocodile Ce6/8 
III 14305, and a D1/3 “Limmat” steamer pulling four 
“Spanischbrötlibah” cars.   
 
Many also visited the AlpTransit construction yard to 
hear of the progress being made on the new Gotthard 
base tunnel.  Still others wanted to try their hand on 
the locomotive simulator in Erstfeld.   

The celebration of this historic birthday will continue 
with other special train runs, cab rides, and other 
events through the rest of the year.  For more details,  
go to 
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NEAT Shuttle in Lötschberg Tunnel 
BERN, September 15th – Traveling from Bern in the 
morning or evening will now get you to Brig up to a 
half hour earlier, or to Visp up to one hour earlier, on 
the new BLS InterCity NEAT Express.   
 
This new BLS service launches the second phase of 
the progressive opening of this new 34.6km rail tunnel 
under the Alps.  The new train service will mainly 
serve commuters, and will have guaranteed 
connections to SBB-CFF and Matterhorn-Gotthard-
Bahn trains in Brig and Spiez. 
 
The Lötschberg base tunnel has been in operation 
since 15 June, but the base tunnel had been only open 
to freight traffic until now. However, following an 
intensive period of testing with positive results now 
mean that passenger trains are also allowed to travel 
through the tunnel.  
 
Passengers on the new stretch will benefit from shorter 
journey times, saving up to 38 minutes between Bern 
and Brig. This is thanks to the high train speeds (up to 
220 km/h) and the shorter track distance. From 
December 2007, some 190 trains will travel on the 
BLS axis daily: 72 freight and 43 passenger trains via 
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the base tunnel; 38 freight and 37 passenger trains on 
the mountain stretch.  
Interim results after 3 months of operation have shown 
that the technical systems are functioning well and that 
there have been no notable issues. Currently, there is a 
six-hour window each day for tunnel completion work 
and testing with the ETCS (Level 2) train control and 
command system.  Operations are currently running at 
a reduced level for the remaining 18 hours a day. 
 
EU approves 3 rd Railway Package 
BRUSSELS, September 28 – Further liberalization of 
train operations across Europe will come into effect 
over the next three years, following a vote by the 
European Parliament which adopted the “Third 
Railway Package”.  
 
Intended to open up the rail market further, the Third 
Railway Package was introduced to reform of 
infrastructure management and liberalize more freight 
train operations from the First and Second packages.  
This new act is mainly focused on passenger services 
and certification of train crews. Some of the proposals 
proved controversial with the EU member states, 
leading to lengthy negotiations between the 
commission, the parliament and the Council of 
Ministers.  
 
The three conciliation agreements were reached by 
the Council covers one of the three main measures in 
the package:  

o Liberalization of the market for operation of 
international passenger trains  

o Creation of a European licensing system for 
train engineers 

o Standardization of rights for passengers using 
long-distance and international rail services. 

Proposals for the liberalization of domestic passenger 
trains and licensing of other train crew members have 
been deferred but remain under consideration for the 
longer term.  
 
International passenger services within the EU will be 
opened up to competition starting from January 1 
2010.  It is hoped that the new regulations will lead to 
a revival of the EU's cross-border railway transport.  
 
When the law enters force in 2009, all train engineers 
will be required to hold a certificate stating that they 

meet minimum requirements relating to medical 
fitness, basic education and general professional 
skills.  
 
Finally, all European rail passengers will enjoy a set 
of basic rights, covering issues such as train operators 
liability for passengers and their luggage, and a basic 
right to transport for people with reduced mobility. 
Compensation in the event of delays on cross-border 
services will be 25% of the fare for a delay of 60 
minutes or more and 50% for a delay of 120 minutes 
or more, provided that the operator can reasonably be 
held responsible for the delay.   Perhaps Amtrack 
could adopt similar measures? 
 
Brussels to London in 103 minutes 
LONDON, September 20th – Eurostar carried over 700 
invited guests on an inaugural train from Brussels Midi 
to London St Pancras International, setting a new time 
record for rail travel between the capitals. 
 
Train 9125 left Brussels at 11:05am and took just 1 

hour 43 minutes 
to cover the 373 
km (232 miles) 
running at 300 
km/h (186 mph) 
on a new 109 km 
High Speed #1 
line between the 
Channel Tunnel 
and London. 

Regular services begins on November 14 when the 
scheduled non-stop time between St Pancras 
International and Brussels will be 1 h 51 min, cutting 
at least 20 min off the current journey time.  
 
Eurostar expects traffic to grow by 25% over the next 
three to four years.  Eurostar executives are claiming 
that the connections between British domestic rail 
services and St Pancras International mean that 
travelers from across Britain will be able to reach 
Brussels and cities throughout Belgium and France in 
journey times that are competitive with flying. 
 
Eurostar is also saying that a London – Amsterdam 
Eurostar service remains a long-term ambition, but 
technical problems relating to ETCS on the Belgian 
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and Dutch high speed lines rule this out for the 
moment.  
British Rail to loose more subsidies 
LONDON, September 14 – Britain’s railways are to 
have no further high-speed lines, little electrification, 
and a £1.5 billion cut in subsidy per year, according to 
the government, which recently presented its 30-year 
rail strategy. 
 
Despite passenger numbers rising by an average 7% 
per year, and growing concerns about the network's 
ability to absorb further growth, the only major 
capacity increases announced were the £5.5 billion 
Thameslink 2000 project in London, a £425 million 
remodeling of Reading station, and support of £128 
million for an upgrade of the Birmingham's congested 
New Street station. All of these projects have been in 
development for many years. 
 
Furthermore, passengers will be expected to pay more 
towards the costs of running the railway - from 
around 50% now to 75% in 2014. This is tied to a fall 
in annual subsidy from the present £4.5 billion or so 
to just £3 billion. 
 
Despite this, the government claims network capacity 
will double by 2037 through other incremental 
improvements. European Train Control System 
(ETCS) signaling is expected to be introduced 
between 2014 and 2020, probably on the Great 
Western and East Coast main lines, both of which are 
due to be upgraded in preparation for the forthcoming 
200km/h HST replacement trains. 
 
Other measures in the strategy include £150 million 
investment at 150 stations, a simplified ticketing 
system, and 1300 extra carriages to reduce 
overcrowding. Freight routes will receive £200 
million to upgrade them for higher axle loads and 
increased loading gauge.   
 
München Maglev Funded 
MUNICH, September 26 – Decades after Germany’s 
Transrapid magnetic train “maglev” system was 
unveiled, the first commercial use of the technology 
on home soil is set to go ahead after a deal was 
reached on funding for the construction of a line in 
Munich. 
 

The agreement between the Bavarian state 
government, the federal government and Transrapid’s 
developers, including Siemens and ThyssenKrupp, 
ends years of financial wrangling over the Euros 
� 1.85 billion (US$2.63 billion) project, which 
involves construction of the 37km line from Munich 
Airport to the city center (Munich’s Hauptbahnhof). 
In August the Bavarian government had agreed to 
increase its contribution in an effort to reduce a � 800 
million shortfall on the condition that the German 
federal government did the same.  

 
Construction work on the 37 km line, which will 
partly follow the route of S-Bahn Line S1, is due to 
commence in summer 2008, with the first services 
projected to run in 2014. The Transrapid is expected 
to complete the journey from the airport to the city 
center from 40 minutes at present to around 10 
minutes! 
 
Meanwhile, three maintenance workers have been 
charged with manslaughter over the collision at 
Transrapid’s Emsland test track last year, which killed 
23 people.  
 

States condemn DB privatization plan 
BERLIN, September 18 – Germany’s regional 
politicians have threatened to block the national 
government's plans to sell at least a quarter of German 
Rail (DB) shares amid fears privatization could result 
in service cuts and fare increases. The privatization 
legislation requires a majority vote from the upper 
chamber of the German parliament, the Bundesrat, 
which consists of representatives of Germany's 16 
federal states, although several states including 
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Brandenburg, North-Rhine Westphalia, and Saxony-
Anhalt are currently opposed to the bill.  
A 320-page report commissioned by the states 
describes the draft privatization law as 
"unconstitutional" and suggests it would effectively 
surrender federal control of the DB network.  
 
Presenting the report to the Bundesrat, Mr Karl Heinz 
Dähre, chairman of the conference of state transport 
ministers and transport minister for Saxony-Anhalt, 
said privatization could result in the closure of lightly-
used stations and force a � 1 billion increase in costs 
that would be passed on to the states. DB described 
Dähre's comments as "absurd" while transport minister 
Mr Wolfgang Tiefensee says he believes the 
privatization of DB complies fully with the German 
constitution.  
 
DB Checking out Slovenia 
LJUBILJANA, September 24th – The German 
Railways (DB) is looking over the Slovenian rail 
system very carefully.  According to the German press, 
that country’s rail network may be a take-over target, 
which could be DB’s first step into the Balkans. 
 
Takeover offers could start as early as next year.  The 
DB would apparently also look to add the Slovene 
Intereuropa freight company and the Koper port 
operations to the mix as well. 
 
NS orders additional Sprinter trains     
AMSTERDAM, September 21 – Bombardier 
Transportation has announced that their consortium 
with Siemens has been awarded a contract by the 
Netherlands Railways (Nederlandse Spoorwegen - NS) 
to deliver 32 four-car and 32 six-car electric multiple 
units (EMUs). The total amount of this order is valued 
at approximately � 399 million ($568 million).   
 
The vehicles will extend the commuter service in the 
Western metropolitan area of the Netherlands and 
gradually replace NS’s older rolling stock. The new 
trains are based on a proven Bombardier-Siemens 
commuter train design, adjusted to the specific 
requirements of NS and the Dutch railway system. The 
trains have a maximum speed of 160 km/h and meet 
passenger’s expectations in terms of attractive design, 
riding comfort, passenger information systems, camera 

surveillance and greater overall visibility thanks to 
wider windows.  
European Rail News – In Brief  

 The agreement under which DB AG will take a 
majority stake in Spanish rail freight company 
Transfesa was formally signed on September 26th. 
DB Logistics expects the deal to strengthen rail 
freight's competitive position in southwest Europe, 
with a particular focus on automotive traffic in the 
short term. 

 On August 13 DB placed a contract worth over � 1 
million for environmental studies for the planned 
85 km Neubaustrecke linking Frankfurt and 
Mannheim. A contract for technical route studies 
for the 300 km/h alignment is to follow shortly so 
that formal planning procedures can start in 2008.  

 Belarusian Railways Director-General Vladimir 
Zherelo announced on August 1 that the north-
south main line connecting the Black Sea with the 
Baltic states would be electrified throughout by 
2012. The 25KV / 50 Hz catenary will be extended 
from Asipovicy to Babrujsk this year, with 
electrification of the route onwards to Zlobin and 
Hobel to follow in the near future.  

 Hungarian State Railways is outsourcing 
inspection of tickets.  MÁV has sold the rights to 
inspect train tickets in Budapest railway stations to 
Keisys Tanácsadó Kft, partially owned by Zoltán 
Kárpáti, former head of marketing at MÁV.  Is this 
an “inside deal”? 

 Freight transport of the Czech national rail 
operator Ceské dráhy (CD) will be spun off as 
independent joint-stock company CD Cargo as of 
December 1.   

 Turkey's first high-speed train will conduct its 
initial dynamic test drives between the cities of 
Ankara and Eski°ehir at the end of October.  The 
trains are expected to run at speeds of 250km/h by 
the middle of next year. 

 Intermodal operator Hupac saw steady growth in 
the first six months of the year. Traffic volumes 
rose 16.9% to 350,423 road consignments. On its 
shuttle operations, growth exceeded this - rising 
17.4%, but rolling highway business saw marginal 
growth of 0.5%.  
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For the answer, see your EuroSnips editor at the next ETE meeting, or look for it in the next ETE Newsletter! 

 
 

Pictures of the Month  
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Coming from San Francisco on Highway 101 South , take the Highway 85 South exit towards Cupertino. 
Travel approximately 2 ½ miles and take the El Camino Real (South) exit towards Sunnyvale. Stay in your right 
lane and make the next right onto Americana Drive.  
 
Coming from San Francisco on Highway 280 South , take the Highway 85 North exit towards Mt. View. 
Travel approximately 3 miles and take the first El Camino Real (South) exit towards Sunnyvale. Stay in your 
right lane and make the next right onto Americana Drive.  
 
Coming from San Jose on Highway 101 North , take Highway 237 exit towards Mountain View. Go 3 miles 
on 237 until you reach El Camino Real. Turn left onto El Camino Real (South) going towards Sunnyvale. Cross 
Highway 85, but stay in the right lane and at the next light, make a right turn onto Americana Drive.  
 
The 701 building will be located immediately on the right hand side of the street, on the corner of El Camino 
Real and The Americana Drive directly across the street from Albertson’s (now Lucky). 


