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Future Chapter Meetings 
 

November       NO MEETING – Railfair in Roseville 
 

December 12   Blackhawk Automotive Museum, Danville 
 Christmas & Year End Party 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
Nov. 27 – Jan. 10 Blackhawk Automotive Museum 
 

 

September 12th, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 3:00PM.  ETE thanks Andreas, Annie and Michael 
for allowing us to hold our first 2009 Oktoberfest 
meeting at their lovely home.  Our next meeting, our 
second Oktoberfest, will be held at the home of Rolf 
and Irmgaard on Oct. 10, 2009 from 1-5pm. John and 
Lalo will not be at this meeting, so Ed Rikkelman will 
be leading the meeting.  
 
 

B.  General Announcements & New Members:  
Beer, and some great food!  John welcomed two new 
members at the meeting, Vladimir and Scott.  We will 
get their last names for our next newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
C.  Treasurer’s 
Report, and �������
��	
����
�	�	������� :  
-  Ed Rikkelman did 
not have the numbers 
from EuroWest, but 
will bring them to 
the October meeting.  
Ed also nominated Alvin Burgess to be the next 
treasurer of the SF Bay Area Chapter – everyone 
seconded the nomination.  The motion carried.   
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The meeting was kept short so everyone would be 
able to have fun and enjoy the Oktoberfest.  Shortly 
after the “official” meeting, Ian Lorentzen gave his 
excellent presentation on Grassmasters, an encore 
from his presentation at EuroWest ’09.  
 
�
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Makes sure that you don’t miss out on the fun at the 
next meeting where some of the SIG members are 
running G-SCALE IN THE GARDEN at Rolf 

 

Chapter Meeting Saturday, October 10 th, 1:00 – 5:00pm   
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���� everages!  

Please bring complementary items:  A – M: Finger foods    N – Z: Desserts 

���	 �

Editors:  Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann 
Publishing & Distribution:  Jens Ullmann 
ETE Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle 
ETE Secretary:  Lalo Ruehle 
ETE Treasurer:   Ed Rikkelman 
ETE Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel  
ETE Module SIG News:  Steve Imialek 
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Krumbiegel’s house. His awesome HO layout will 
also be open to visitors. All G-SCALERS are 
encouraged to bring rolling stock to run that day. 
Wolfgang Leitenberger will be there to assist those 
running digital loks. 
  

Over 500 visitors viewed our layout at the Tracy 
Historical Museum in the renovated post office over 
the 10 days that we were there (see report below). 
Great compliments were heard and written in our 
visitor book. Many thanks to the host, Rolf 
Krumbiegel and the owners, operators, and docents 
who made this a very successful venue. 
 

Our next venue is our largest and longest running. 
We’ll open Friday, Nov. 27 and closing on Sunday, 
Jan. 10, 2010. This will also mark our tenth year at 
the Blackhawk Automotive Museum in Danville. Rolf 
is again the host as he has been for this venue. 
Operating priority on weekends is first given to those 
module owners who work during the week, then 
module owner retirees, and then to any member. Slots 
also need to be filled during the week days. If you 
would like to operate or docent, please contact Rolf at 
(925) 9329-7576 or rolkru@earthlink.net.  
 
The Bay Area SIG held its annual meeting at the 
September Oktoberfest chapter meeting at the 
Hildebrandt’s. Here are the highlights of the 
discussion: 
�  2010 venue schedule will include extended days 

at Mechanics Bank and EuroWest. Each operating 
day will have a “Lead Operator” listed on the sign 
up sheet as noted in the “Procedures for Operators 
and Docents”. 

�  Great Train Expo possibility for an ETE SIG or 
chapter venue. 

�  NMRA Nat’l Convention July 3-9, 2011 in 
Sacramento is a possible venue. 

�  Portable control module will be studied for 
smaller venues. 

�  Operating issues: a) The end profile will use a slot 
instead of a circle for the wago connector. b) Each 
module will be tested for its amperage draw. c) 
Possibility of solid state relays to replace the 
current signal block relays. d) Large current 
consumption modules should use isolated power 
supplies. e) Lighting should be changed to LED’s. 
f) IB control knobs need replacement. g) Future 
easement on corner modules. h) Control system 

upgrade to DCC in the future.  i) All trains must 
be staged in yards and not on the modules  j) “ ����
������	���
��
 ”, �	

	�  the ��������� , ������  the 
audience, and ����  trains running above all else. 
 

Jonathan Stone offered to store the corner 
modules and Greg David offered to transport them 
after Peter Dietrich’s viaduct module is 
completed. 
 

Ian Lorentzen is selling three modules.  If 
interested, please contact him at (510) 793-2038 
or ilorentzen@comcast.net.  

  

Blackhawk work sessions and set-up dates will be 
provided in the next newsletter. There is the 
possibility of setting up in a larger lower gallery but 
no word has been given at this writing.  
 “Happy rails to you … until we meet again.” 
 

�
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Hello friends, 
I would like to share some of my, mostly pleasant 
experiences, as a 5-times operator at the Tracy 
museum.  For those, who couldn’t make it so far 
away from the Bay Area, I would like to encourage 
you to come and see it next time....... 
 

The Tracy museum is a small, but well maintained 
place, easy to find, with an extreme friendly and 
helpful museum staff.  This year,  the #1 radio station 
of the I-580 corridor, K101.7, made several 
announcements about the ETE event for the weekend 
operation days. A local reporter / photographer of the 
Tracy Press was present at least 3 times. 
 

On our first day of operation, we had a really rough 
and embarrassing start: For about 4½ hrs., the layout 
was shut down or non-operating because of a short on 
the outside tracks. Fortunately, the 20-25 visitors 
(some came because of the radio announcement) 
waited patiently or were amused, watching two 
confused operators.  The first one, with over 30 years 
of electro-technical experience working for a 
prominent telephone company, was wearing his head 
between his legs and, in order to find the problem, 
decided to take every possible electric connection 
apart, ending with the same result : "SHORT". 
 

The other operator, technically a complete 
"Dummkopf" (but, by profession, is just a designer), 
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got more and more frustrated by the minute, not being 
able to entertain the audience, used the inside track to 
show something for the visitors who were there. 
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Luckily, Bill Case from the Sacramento Chapter 
showed up with a clear head on his shoulders, and the 
problem got solved within a few minutes.  While 
there remains some dispute, it seems that a nail 
holding down a connector track to the corner module 
caused the malfunction.  Now we are wiser!  For the 
remaining hour or so, we were highly appreciated by 
our guests who complemented us on the beautiful 
layout, super details and nice running trains. 

�
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The following Tracy days as an operator were very 
enjoyable for me.  A lot of visitors came by, in 
numbers that the museum has not seen in a long time. 
Parents were mostly polite, kids were well-behaved, 
and some came back 4 or 5 times to see us again. 
 

Together with Steve Imialek, we had up to 6 trains 
running, even with a partially useless IB knob, with 
"almost" no accidents!!!  The staging yard was full 
with a variety of interesting trains, short and long, 
slow and fast ones, from era III to V, which were put 
into service frequently to demonstrate the wide range 
of European train services. 
 
��������� �
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Nice conversations 
with our audience, 
positive comments 
written in the guest 
book, a lot of 
compliments, 
promises to come 
back to see the 
"big" layout in 
Blackhawk -- and,  
two potential new 
ETE members, all 
from a successful 
ETE show in Tracy. 

(����)��	��	��������"���
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�	��#�

For those who love long trains like me, we ran a 
“Rollende Landstrasse” (rolling highway) train, 
pulling 15(!) 8-axle Märklin RoLa-cars, all loaded 
with nice big rigs, plus the couchette coach for the 
truck drivers, made a flawless running debut. It was 
pure enjoyment for the crowd and the operator. 
 

From my point of view (and others), Tracy deserves a 
HIGH FIVE!! 
 

Happy railroading, 
Dieter 
 
  
 

�
�
 
 
�

Have news to share?  
 

We will publish almost anything you can write as long as 
it has to do with European TRAINS! 
 

NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25th, every month 
Send contributions to:  jcrecker@cs.com   
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Rail fans gather for the 150 th B- Day  
*+

�,*-, , September 20th – Thousands of model 
railroads fans converged for two “Märklintagen ” to 
take part in a special celebration.  Märklin and the 
host town organizers went all out for the 150th 
birthday. It was estimated that over 67,000 visitors, 
fascinated by all aspect of railroading railroads, 
attended over the two day, thrilled by the displays in a 
variety of tents and halls.  One of the highlights was 
the special auction where 1,800 collector items were 
up for bid. There were numerous workshops, 
displays, and freebees, all to the delight to visitors 
from around the world.  
 

The Göppingen railway station was quite crowded, 
with everyone breathing in the smells of old 
Dampfloks, catching sight of what they had modeled. 
Fans were able to ride on special shuttle trips; the 
lucky ones were on the footplate.  
 

There are numerous pictures of the event on the 
Internet (search for “Märklintagen 2009”).  There are 
fun videos as well, some of them linked below:  
����.//0001������	1
�!/0��
�234���!56�78�� ��
����.//0001������	1
�!/0��
�234��9:;5,6<,0=�	����	4 �3���
����.//0001������	1
�!/0��
�234>��
�0�?���=�	����	4 �	���	' ��
 

Bridge Celebrates 150 Too     
KÖLN, October 3rd – Among numerous anniversaries 
and special railroad celebrations in Europe this 
September and October, one most noteworthy for rail 
fans is the 150th birthday for the Hohenzollern bridge 
which crosses the Rhine River in Köln. 
 

This structure was 
to be the first 
permanent bridge 
over the Rhine.  
Commissioned by 
King Friedrich 
Wilhelm IV, it 
was originally 
known as the 
Cathedral Bridge 
and was built for 
both railway and 

street traffic.  After its destruction at the end of 
WWII, the Hohenzollernbrücke was rebuilt for 
pedestrian and trains.  Together, today’s “Cologne” 

cathedral, central railroad station and the present 
Hohenzollern bridge together are well-known to 
visitors from around the world as a distinctive image 
of the city on the Rhine. 
 

To commemorate the event, the Deutsche Bahn has 
planned a special event on December 5th, which will 
include festive decorations around the main station 
and the bridge, as well as a special exhibition. 
 

150th B-Day for Luxembourg  
Luxembourg, October 4th – Another European party, 
this time for the CFL in Luxembourg City, as it 
celebrated that 150 years ago the first steam train 
traveled from Belgium (Arlon) to the capital city.   

@�A	!����&�B	���3���"C��D�����$�'	�#�

To celebrate, the CFL ran two steam locomotives, 
meeting mid-day at the city of Bettembourg.  Special 
exhibits have been placed in across the country.  
 

Italy FS Celebrates 170  
NAPLES, October 2nd – The Ferrovie dello Stato 
celebrated its 170th anniversary in the National 
Railway Museum Pietrarsa in Naples.  There, exhibits 
included the "Arlecchino" and FS 685.089 under 
steam.  The FS will be scheduling birthday 
celebration event in many major cities across the 
country over the next year.  
 

Swiss SBB-CFF Results Satisfactory 
BERN, September 26th – The Swiss National 
Railways (SBB-CFF) recorded a satisfactory first half 
- despite difficult the economic environment.  The 
SBB-CFF increased net income in the first half of 
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2009 compared to the prior-year period.  However 
passenger growth has stopped.  The SBB-CFF has 
noted that passengers are very cost-conscious and are 
travelling less in 2009.   
 

Gotthard Base Tunnel Sees Progress  
ERSTFELD, September 17th – The last meters of the 
western tube of Gotthard Base Tunnel between 
Erstfeld and Amsteg have been breached.  A parallel 
eastern tube was completed in June.  The accuracy of 
the tunneling was quite high, and was completed six 
months ahead of schedule.  The tunnel drilling 
machine travelled 7.2 km in just over 18 months. 

  Alpine transit Gotthard AG 

The base tunnel is being dug out in sections.  Already 
approximately 137 km, or almost 91% of 151.8 km of 
the Gotthard tunnels, have been dug. The remaining 
sections are expected to be finished by the early 2011.   
 

Dutch Trains Collide Near Rotterdam 
ROTTERDAM, September 25th – One person died 
and several others were injured as two cargo trains 

�����'���
collided and hit an InterCity passenger train.  The 
driver of one of the cargo trains died and, according 
to police, "relatively few others were injured" when 
two cargo trains collided around 10.30pm near 
Barendrecht, outside Rotterdam. 

A spokesperson from the rail management company 
ProRail said the passenger train was hit when "one or 
more cars from the cargo train got sidetracked after 
colliding with the other cargo train". 

The Dutch railways (NS) said none of the 150 
passengers in the so-called Benelux train, which runs 
between the Netherlands and Belgium, were injured 
in the mishap.  However NS Railways immediately 
stopped all train traffic between Rotterdam Central 
and Dordrecht. Police also closed the A15 freeway, 
which runs along the railway track in both directions, 
to enable rescue workers to reach the accident site. 
 

New Belgian, Austrian RR Stations 
There were 
celebrations in 
September in 
the Belgian 
cities of Liège 
and Antwerp 
for the recent 
completion of 
their new 
railway stations, each now located on a high-speed 
line; Liège (��	�� ) on the recently opened LGV3 
between Brussels and Köln, and the double-deck 
Antwerp station (����� ) at the starting point of the new 
LGV/ HSL Zuid line to 
Amsterdam, opening this 
December.  These stations 
have been under 
construction for at least 
the last six year, which 
explains the celebration. 
 

Meanwhile, the large 
reconstruction of the 
Salzburg station enters the 
next stage as the service 
facilities are moved for the 
reconstruction work in the 
main railway station building. The modernization of 
Salzburg main station will cost EUR 270 million and 
should be completed in 2014. 
 
Cisalpino Reaches End-of-Line  
MILANO, September 24th – The Cisalpino rail 
service, a Swiss-Italian joint venture, will be 
dissolved following years of problems with reliability 
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and quality.  The subsidiary of Swiss Federal 
Railways and Trenitalia, Italy's government-owned 
rail service, will cease operations on December 13.  
Cisalpino was founded in 1993.  The failure is a 
matter of great annoyance for passengers, and of 
considerable embarrassment for the Cisalpino 
company. 
 

Cisalpino is a subsidiary of the 
Swiss and Italian state railway 

companies, and was responsible for 
the passenger service between the two countries. It is 
has come to be symbolized by its characteristic slant-
nosed tilting trains, the ETR 470.  Unfortunately what 
is less attractively characteristic of these striking 
trains is their unreliability. The toilets often don't 
work, the doors get stuck, the air conditioning fails... 
And worst of all, they frequently arrive late. 
 

In September, the Swiss Federal Transportation 
Office had threatened to cut the service if quality 
didn't improve.  The two companies had in recent 
months discussed improvements of the rolling stock 
and measures to improve punctuality. They will now 
provide service between Switzerland and Italy 
separately.  Five of the company's nine train sets will 
go to Trenitalia, four to the Swiss. Approximately 40 
employees affected by the change will be taken on by 
the two companies.  The Cisalpino tilting trains will 
no longer go on to Venice, Trieste and Florence. They 
will be used exclusively for the Swiss connection, 
since the Swiss railways are determined to keep to the 
principle of alternating Cisalpino and Inter City (IC) 
tilting trains every hour on the north-south route. 
 

DSB is 2 nd Largest RR in Sweden  
STOKHOLM, August 23rd – Västra Götaland county 
transport authority Västtrafik has selected the 
DSBFirst Väst joint venture of Danish state railway 
DSB (70%) and UK company FirstGroup (30%) to 
operate Göteborg commuter and regional rail services 
from December 2010.  
 
DSBFirst took over Øresund services between 
Denmark and Sweden in January, and the latest 
contract will make DSB the second-largest passenger 
rail operator in Sweden, with around 25% of the 
market. One in four of DSB's passengers will be 
carried outside Denmark, according to the company. 
The contract with Västtrafik will runs for eight years. 

The 11 routes totaling 961 km carried 15 million 
passengers in 2008, and this is predicted to grow to 20 
million with the launch of an Älvängen - Göteborg 
commuter service in December 2012.  
 

Eurostar Reaches 100 Million  
LONDON, August 28th – Eurostar has now reached 
100 million passengers since launching its services on 
November 14, 1994.  David Kemp, a French citizen 
who has been living in London for several years, was 
surprised to learn that he was the 100 millionth 
traveler.  Mr. Kemp has been awarded the title of 
British Lord which was presented to him during a 
ceremony before the departure of the train at St 
Pancreas International. On his arrival to Paris, a very 
special escort was waiting for him, along with one 
year of unlimited travel on Eurostar. All the travelers 
on board were also offered a free return journey to 
celebrate this special event and were able to enjoy the 
special fun activities at the station in London, Lille 
and Paris. 
 
European Rail Bits 
��� !"#�� ��	�!��������
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The Lößnitzgrundbahn in Saxonia celebrated its 
125th birthday on September 12th, but a severe 
collision on the single line between Friedewald and 
Friedewald Bad left 44 people, including small 
children, injured.  Obviously the remainder of the 
party was cancelled... The trains, in particular the 
locos, sustained serious damage. It's unknown how 
this accident could have happened.  
 

"�$%��&!"'��� �	����)������
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A committee in Amsterdam is recommending that the 
disputed metro tunnel project should continue. Last 
year, the building of the new North-South Line 
caused severe subsidence which seriously damaged a 
number of historic houses which were built on a 
foundation of wooden poles.  The committee was 
appointed when the costs of the underground railway 
project soared. Initially estimated to cost €1.4 billion, 
the line is now expected to cost Amsterdam and the 
national budget €3.1 billion. 
 

�()$*��&!"'�� ,	0��������	���  
Zentralbahn has ordered 4 seven-car plus 6 three-car 
train sets from Stadler Rail for CHF 141 million. To 
be delivered for the Dec 2013 timetable change, their 
maximum speed will be 120 km/h. 
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 Fall 2009 Railway Celebrations and Anticipations 
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