Chapter Meeting - Saturday, September 8

SPECIAL Oktoberfest TIME: 2pm - 6pm

Our hosts will be providing some food and beer!
Please bring complementary items: A — M: Desserts N — Z: Finger foods

Future Chapter Meetings

October 13 — To be announced.
November 10 — International Rail Fair, Roseville

December 8 — To be determined.

Upcoming Module SIG Events

Now — 9/9 Tracy
9/22-23 Talbot's — San Mateo
Alden Nursery

BLACKHAWK IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER

Have news to share ?

We will publish almost anything you can write as
long as it has to do with TRAINS!

NOTE: PRESS DEADLINE IS THE 25™.
NEW ADDRESS to email articles:
etenews@dreileiter.de

Club Shirts

Editors: Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann
Publicity: Jens Ullmann

Spiritual Guidance: Chris Vais

ETE SF Module SIG News: Steve Imialek

August 11" 2007 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order:

A regular meeting was held at Hans and Heidi Coaz’
house. ETE thanks Hans and Heidi Coaz for allowing
us to hold our meeting at their wonderful home.

Y

The meeting was called to order by Chris Vais at
2:00PM

Announcements:
Next meeting is at Andreas Hildebrandt’'s house
on September &.

Treasurers Report:
Ed is on vacation this week so there is no findncia
update. Eurowest was a big success dollar wise. We
look forward to a full financial report at the Septber
meeting.

Ed Rikkelman has the shirts and but not presen
at the ETE Meeting. We ordered a small
number of extras in a limited number of sizes,
Ed has more and will bring them to the next
meeting.

If you ordered a shirt and not received it, get in
touch with Ed at the September meeting

—+

Meeting Presentations:

1. John Ruehle did a presentation at EuroWest on
locomotive weathering. He also took the
opportunity to display some scratch built
rolling stock, all of which was well received by
those who attended his presentation. John has
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volunteered to conduct a series of presentatimgrklin on a “Big Scale” Buying Spree

on scratch built railroad rolling stock at futurg SPPINGEN, August@— The battle for the future of
ETE meetings, the G scale LGB 'garden’ railway system is over
. As we look for venues for meetings in th@arklin, itself sold last year to British investnten
upcoming months, we should considgfoup Kingsbridge Capital, announced on Jul{} &6
locations that are conducive to conductingtakeover of Nuremberg'sErnst Paul Lehmann
workshop. Patentwerke and the companysGB trademark. A

. Ken Yazzie — SF Airport Museum is lookingecond offer by Marklin of 5.9 milion (US$8
for a layout to be presented at the musewifllion) was considered by the several banks (nyostl
from November 2008 thru April 2009. Ce€seutsche Bank and Goldman Sachs) holding most of

Feith will be the contact for this eventhe LGB debt at a final creditors' meeting, and the
Modular layouts will be in center of SFQffer was accepted.

Atrium. Chris encourages everyone to

participate in this upcoming venue. Marklin detailed that future production of largeake
. Jens Ullmann and Jim Recker have volunteefegB models would be transferred to their factory at

to take over the editing of the newsletter fro@gppingen.

Robert De Jong.

Upcoming Venues:

1. Alden Lane in Livermore Nursery.

2. Blackhawk presentation will be 1 week earligf well within Marklin's multi-gauge production
to do maintenance. We also encouragglicy. Marklin has also noted that LGB sales are
members of the Bay Area Chapter to attegglonger in summer months where the trains are ru
International Railfair in Roseville. The dategutside. This could balance well with Marklin’shet
for rail fair are (I believe) are Nov. 10 and 11.Jines which see the strongest sales around Christma

3. Eurowest is scheduled for July 26

& July 27 2008. We are looking for a theme.

2007 European Train Enthusiasts (ETE)
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter Officers
Chairman:Christopher Vais

Phone: (510) 521-4347

Email: Christopher_Vais@URScorp.com

Treasurer/Membership:Edwin Rikkelman
Phone: (925) 689-2662
Email: rikkelman@msn.com

Secretary:John Ruehle
Phone: (415) 334-3041
Email: ruehle_j@comcast.net

Events/Program Coordinator:Rolf Krumbiegel
Phone: (925) 939-7576
Email: rolkru@earthlink.net

#3% & '()

The much more modern EP Lehmanp
factory in Nuremberg will be closed. Following the
sale, Marklin's managing director, Axel Dietz, studt

he was keen to get the LGB range quickly back intg
production. He added that the LGB G scale randje wi

=4

It remains to be seen what will happen with regard
the thwarted American LGB importer G45 whose bid
was overturned. They claim to own the LGB
trademark and so further court action may follow.
Another company who were looking on with interest
with a view to the possible purchase of EP Lehmann
was Bachmann Europe plc who already own Liliput.

Then, on August '§ Marklin announced that it has
purchased Hubner, the small German company th
produces high quality 1-Gauge models. Hubner ha
produced certain models for Marklin in the past.
Hubner's production will also be moved over to
GoOppingen.

o

DB Strike for 31% More Pay Postponed
NUREMBERG, August 8 — A system wide strike by
German rail workers was banned by a German labor
court one day before it was to start. The coulédu
that GDL, Gewerkschaft Deutscher Lokomotivfuhrer,
could not strike until the end of September because
industrial action during the peak summer holiday
season would do major damage to the economy.
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The incident happened late on Monday near thegélla
GDL had planned a 4-hour strike by freight traof Malaya Vishera, in the region of Novgorod, about
drivers to back its demand for3d% pay hike and for500 kilometers north of Moscow and 170 kilometers
Deutsche Bahn's 30,000 train drivers and ticketm St Petersburg. The train came off the trgaks
collectors to be given a separate wage contrach fiafter crossing a bridge over a road. The caudbeof
other rail employees. Despite the court ruligkes accident was a rupture of the railway tracks by ar
did go ahead at local train networks in Hamburg amgprovised explosive device.
Berlin.

A government spokesman said management and unig
leaders should resume talks to settle the pay tlspu
that has threatened to have devastating effecthen
national economy.

Encouraging Results for DB

BERLIN, August 24' — The German Rail DB not only
averted a nationwide strike, but also reportedngfro g
growth in first half of 2007, announcing a 44%§&
increase in earnings before intered4t35 billion for &=
the first six months of 2007 compared with the same

period last year. This enabled the DB to redus@ét Sixty passengers and train crew were injured in th

debt by 658 million and increase its capital spendifgraiiment, of whom 38 were admitted to hospitaicl s
by nearly 20% to 2.8 billion. a spokeswoman for the rail operator, Russial

Railways. About 250 people were on board.

Revenues increased by 5.8% .3 billion. An extra _ _
4 million passengers traveled by train during tR¥e conductor said: "We heard two explosions, the

period. The DB also forecasts a 10% growth in i€ train put on the brakes suddenly. The trairokho
freight. There was some panic.

During the first half of this year 1.3 billion perss A passenger described the moments after the bla:

traveled by Deutsche Bahn trains or buses, or abbutThere was an explosion, a real explosion ... The

million more than in the same year-ago period. taltgestaurant car crumpled up like an accordion.”
of 913 million people traveled by DB trains, abdut

million more than in the first half of 2006. Swiss Flooding and Landslides
BERN, Aug 19' — Several heavy summer storms in
Bomb Injures 60 on Russian Railway August caused flooding across Switzerland anc

MALAYA VISHERA, August 15" — Russian policedisrupted numerous rail links.

have started a terrorism investigation after an

improvised bomb derailed an overnight express trdifivels of many Swiss lakes and rivers rose toceti
overturning passenger cars and injuring dozensleygls after torrential rain hit many parts of the

passengers. country. Sirens sounded the alarm for two evenings

The derailed train was an express service travefg hundreds of people were evacuated from the
between Moscow and St Petersburg - one of fggnes. Animals at Bern's zoo, parts of which are
country's busiest routes. There was no indicatibnlocated next to the River Aare, were also moved t
who might have planted the bomb. Groups linkedntos@fety, and several areas of the town were lefiowit
insurgency in Chechnya have carried out viol@Hctricity.

attacks in the past but have staged none outside .
southern Russia for at least a year. Elsewhere in the country, the town of Delémont -

capital of canton Jura - was cut off, with roadssed
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and rail links cut. The regions where rail tramspeas
worst affected by flooding were northwestern
Switzerland, the central plateau and Winterthurtmo
of Zurich. Zurich experienced its worst rainfall a
century, with 100 liters per square meter fallingi24
hour period.

Bern, linking Geneva with Zurich for a week. £
Travelers bridge the gap on busses. After conderte™=
effort, the line was finally reopened, but will Ikti
suffer restrictions for several months.

The new Lotschberg base tunnel, 34,6 km long (nev
South Ramp in photo), is still in a “training” plegasn
which the technical and organizational systems ar
tested and optimized in the operational everydfey li
The “formal” inauguration is still scheduled for
December 9 later this year.

Higher Speeds and Better Tunnels for

SBB-CFF
BERN, July 29 — The new SBB-CFF high-speed line
Fortunately there was far less damage than thenstQfeyeen Mattstetten — Rothrist, connecting Bern an

in August 2005 as the rainfalls were Olten is now seeing 180 regular trains each day
less concentrated than 2005. Nevertheless maay 'Bberating at 200 km/h (124 mph).

were closed for several days, including Wohlen -

Bremgarten West (SBB), Thorishaus — Schmittgfg new speeds are reducing travel time by 12 ménut
(SBB), Flamatt — Laupen (STB), Wolhusen — Willisybryeen Bern and Olten/Ziirich. Using the new
(BLS), Laufen — Delemont (SBB-CFF), Payeme gyrgnean train control system ETCS, the Swis:
Grolley (SBB-CFF), Montreux — Glion (MVR) angggera Railways (SBB_CFF) expect to add more
Oberdorf — Moutier (BLS). trains to this speed by December.

Lines also affect for a least a day included St-ft&u a the same time, the SBB-CFF announced it will
— Monthey (SBB-CFF), Interlaken  OSt  gpenq SFr 626 million ($521 million) on a 10-year
Lauterbrunnen/Grindelwald  (BOB), GuUmmenen sroqram to improve tunnels on its 3087 km network

Rosshausern (BLS), Belp — Thurnen (BLS), Chamrpg package will impact 84 tunnels with a totalgén
Rotkreuz (SBB), Thun — Spiez (BLS) and sevegglios km.

others. Also affected was the Bern - Olten higbesp
line which had to close a track.

) ) About half the money will be spent on enlarging 35
1000 Freight Trains Through New tunnels for double-deck trains on access routefeo
Lotschberg Base Tunnel Gotthard base tunnel, and on the main lines fron
BERN, July 25 — Only opened since June 19, tteusanne to Brig, Basel — Biel via Delémont and
Lotschberg now has seen 1000 freight trains Moutier, and Zug — Arth-Goldau.
through the new base tunnel. This time it was @,9%e remaining funds will pay for repairs and
metric-ton heavy clay train on its route towara@dyit  renovation work to ensure that the tunnels meeteatr
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and future safety standards. Included in the pragsa annual subsidy from the present £4.5 billion ort@o
SFr 28.5 million for the Simplon tunnel, where @ogust £3 billion.

passages between the two single-track bores will be

altered to form rescue areas with emergency fesslitDespite this, the government claims network capacit
Lighting, signage and other measures will bringsafwill double by 2037 through other incremental
measures up to the same standard as in the Lotgchbgrovements. European Train Control System

base tunnel. (ETCS) signaling is expected to be introduced betwe
2014 and 2020, probably on the Great Western an
Latvian Railways Overhauled East Coast main lines, both of which are due to b

RIGA, August 7 — A two year program to restructuréPgraded in preparation for the forthcoming 200km/t
Latvian Railways was approved with a formilST replacement trains.

registration of three new companies to operate the
Latvian railroads. Other measures in the strategy include £150 millio

investment at 150 stations, a simplified ticketing
LDZ becomes a holding company with overdystem, and 1300 extra carriages to reduc
responsibility for infrastructure management. TR¥ercrowding. Freight routes will receive £200 roffl
three new subsidiaries which began operati@gupgrade them for higher axle loads and increasg
independently on July 4 are LDZ Cargo Lttpading gauge.
responsible for domestic and international freight
traffic, logistics and related services, LDElew British Rail Franchises
Infrastruktura Ltd, which will undertake trackONDON, August 18 — One of Europe’s leading bus
maintenance and renewals, mainly under contracamd rail operators, welcomed the decision of the
the infrastructure manager, and LDz RitoAja Sast@epartment for Transport (DfT) to award it the new|
Serviss Ltd, which has been established as CGanss Country rail franchise. The Cross Country
independent rolling stock repair and maintenameEwork is the most extensive rail franchise in thé
business, which also provides storage and distobuStretching from Aberdeen to Penzance, and fron
of fuel on behalf of all train operators and rajjistock Stansted to Cardiff, it covers around 1500 routkesni

owners. and calls at over 100 stations.
No high speed, Spending Cuts in Arriva  will run the franchise under a new
British rail strategy CrossCountry brand and livery. The center of

LONDON, July 28 _ Britain’s railways are to hayéperations will be in Birmingham, at the he_art loé t
no further high-speed lines, little electrificatiomnd a network anq the largest city served by it. The
£1.5 billion cut in subsidy per year, accordingthe franchise will run from 11 November 2007 to 31
government, which presented its 30-year rail sgrate March 2016

Despite passenger numbers rising by an average'\"!f%nv"h”e it was also announced that NXEC Trains
per year, and growing concerns about the netwolé$ replace the Great North Eastern Railway Ltd.
ability to absorb further growth, the only majdPNER) on the East Coast Main line. This new
capacity increases announced were the £5.5 bilfi@fichise runs until 2015. At present GNER

Thameslink 2000 project in London, a £425 milligssentially covers the links between London, Leeds

remodeling of Reading station, and support of £19@'k, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Glasgow and Inverness.

million for an upgrade of the Birmingham's congdste
New Street station. All of these projects have bieen
development for many years.

Furthermore, passengers will be expected to pay mor
towards the costs of running the railway - fromusna
50% now to 75% in 2014. This is tied to a fall in
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Undesired Visitors on Overnight Train

PARIS, August 3rd — The SNCF had to reduce
capacity on its Mediterranean bound trains follayvin
flea infestation on a Nice-Metz overnight (coucgtt
train.

Three sleeper cars were pulled from service for a
serious cleaning! As a result, the SNCF was unible
take any new reservations on its night trains fidice

for almost a week.

No further itching has been reported.
What's Odd with this Picture?
See your EuroSnip editor at the next ETE meeting, or wait for the
next issue, to get the answer.

Pictures of the Month: Late European Summer

August 2007 — Steam across the Gotthard (Photoguéa Vuye)

July 2007 — Vintage TEE in Switzerland
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