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October 11   New!  At Rolf Krumbiegel’s, ��������	

�  
 Garden Railway running! 
 

November       NO MEETING – Railfair  in Roseville 
 

December 13   Blackhawk Automotive Museum, Danville 
 Christmas & Year End Party 
 

 

Upcoming Module SIG Events  
 

Oct. 18 – 26    Alden Lane Nursery, Livermore  
Nov. 28 – Jan. 11 Blackhawk Automotive Museum 
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A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting, called to order by John Ruehle at 
2:00PM, was held at the West Bay Railroad Club in 
Menlo Park, CA. ETE thanks the Joe Freese and the 
West Bay Railroad club members for allowing us to 
hold our meeting there. 
 

B.  General Announcements:  
The next chapter meeting will be held at Andreas and 
Annie Hildebrandt’s home on Sept. 13, 2008.   
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Special Note: The next chapter meeting in October 
will be at Rolf Krumbiegel’s home in Walnut Creek, 
not at the Camino Medical Group in Mountain View.   

 

Treasurers Report: 
Ed Rikkelman said that he is still reconciling the 
money’s from EuroWest and is still cutting checks. Ed 
will report on final tallies at Sept. meeting. He also has 
30 extra shirts if anyone wants to purchase them. 
 

Ed announced that a money order came in from 
someone anonymously to pay for Joe Freese’s 
membership. 
 

New Business: 
1. An ETE website was proposed by Dave Cowl, 

offering a local web presence for the club.  After 
some discussion, a motion was passed by the 
members in attendance, approving the idea and the 
setup cost.  A web discussion forum has already 
been launched at http://sfbayareaete.org/Forum/.  

 

Chapter Meeting - Saturday, September 13 
SPECIAL Oktoberfest TIME:  1pm – 5:30pm 
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��	 ���������������� everages!  
Please bring complementary items:  A – M: Desserts    N – Z: Finger foods 
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Editors:  Jim Recker & Jens Ullmann 
Publishing & Distribution:  Jens Ullmann 
ETE Chapter Chairman:  John Ruehle 
ETE Secretary:  Lalo Ruehle 
ETE Treasurer:   Ed Rikkelman 
ETE Events/Program Coordinator:  Rolf Krumbiegel  
ETE Module SIG News:  Steve Imialek 
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To request forum login/password information, contact 
Dave at davecowl@rhobot.com.   
 

2. Jens Ullmann (EuroWest Coordinator) will 
announce the final tallies for EuroWest 2008 
attendance at the September meeting.  

 

Upcoming SIG Venues: 
1. Alden Lane in Livermore Nursery, �
����������  
2. Possible future NMRA attendance 

 

San Francisco Bay Area ETE Contact Information: 
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Märklin With More Trouble 
GÖPPINGEN, August 9th – Märklin faced a number 
of challenges over the summer – possible salary cuts 
of 20%, staff protests, management arguments with 
union councils, elimination of vacation and Christmas 
pay.  Märklin CEO Axel Dietz tried to calm the 
situation by explaining that long term projections 
were positive and that the firm’s restructuring plans 
would save � 5 million in costs.  Märklin work 
committees demanded an external audit.   
 

Then suddenly the German press announced that Axel 
Dietz would be leaving the company by the end of the 
year after only a year and a half in office. No real 
reason for his sudden departure was given (personal 
reasons were stated). A replacement has not been 
identified as of yet. 
 

All of this bad news follows the departure in March 
of Märklin CFO Ute Klapdor, and the long-time Trix 

sale vice president Christoph Schmantek.  Also gone 
is senior developer Klaus Kernel, after 23 years of 
service.  Kernel was bundled into a taxicab after 
complaining to senior management about defective 
products (zinkpest).  Kernel is currently suing 
Märklin over his dismissal. 
 

It has not been easy for British finance investor 
Kingsbridge Capital since they rescued Märklin from 
insolvency in 2006.  Besides scandal and reports of 
overpaid consultants, two manufacturing plants were 
closed as production was moved to Hungary, 
Slovakia and China.  During that time, Märklin 
acquired some of its competitors, such as LGB and 
Hübner. 
 

The only good news lately is that revenues have 
increased by 22% during the first half of this year to 
� 47 million.  However that's still not enough to make 
Märklin profitable. Kingsbridge Capital is hoping to 
be back in the black in 2009. 
 
Portuguese Train into a Ravine 
LISBON, August 22nd – One person died and 25 were 
injured when a Portuguese train with 47 people on 
board, many of them tourists, derailed and plunged 
into a ravine. 
 

A spokesman for the local civil defense service said 
10 people were seriously injured in the accident in the 
Douro valley region, an area of steep, vine-covered 
slopes famous for its port wine.  A local mayor said 
most of the passengers were tourists. 
 

Two rescue helicopters were flown to the area and 
about 100 emergency workers helped in the rescue 
effort. 
 
£350 million London station upgrade 
LONDON, August 5th – British track authority 
Network Rail has started preparatory works on a £350 
million $700 million) upgrade of London Blackfriars 
station aimed at tripling its capacity by 2012. 
 

The station is a key part of the north-south London 
Thameslink project and its upgrade is a vital part. The 
station will be extended to cross the River Thames 
(currently the platforms only extend partway over the 
river), providing access from both sides of the river.  
Capacity will be increased from the current eight 
trains per hour to 16, with the maximum number of 
coaches it can handle per hour rising from 64 to 172. 
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The over ground part of the station will remain open 
throughout the work, which is due to be completed in 
2011, but the London Underground platforms will be 
closed from March 2009 until the end of 2011.  
 
New Berlin S-Bahn line 
BERLIN, August 12th – A new study has come out in 
favor of building a new north-south S-Bahn line in the 
German capital. Provided a contribution from the 
federal government can be secured, the northern first 
phase could open in 2016.  The main objective of the 
project is to provide a second S-Bahn connection to 
Berlin’s new Main Station, which is currently only 
served by an east-west S-Bahn line.  
 

The new line would connect the northern side of the 
existing ring line with the existing north-south S-
Bahn line at Potsdamer Platz. The new line would 
carry 80,000 passengers/day between the ring line and 
Main Station, and 70,000 passengers/day between 
there and Potsdamer Platz.  The cost of the project is 
estimated at � 317 million. 
 

 
 

New Scent for S-Bahn? 
BERLIN, Sept. 5th – Berlin's commuter trains smell 
of many things, not all of them pleasant: wet 
umbrellas, body odor, unwashed dogs, kebab and 
currywurst, sometimes spilled beer or schnapps.  But 
that may change as Deutsche Bahn AG (DB), which 
runs the S-Bahn, has announced plans to lace it with 
its very own de-odoring odor. 
 

According to DB spokesperson Burkhard Ahlert, "A 
relevant test is being prepared.”  The Berliner Zeitung   
reports that an employee dreamed up the idea to 
neutralize urban smells with an "S-Bahn perfume" 
contest, to find ways to improve the experience of 
commuters. The preliminary stages, underway soon, 
will involve "test sniffing".  Trial runs involve 100 of 

the city's 620 local trains.  DB has not made an 
estimate for how much the project will cost. 
 

The initiative is loosely based on a similar project in 
the Paris Metro, which introduced a fragrance called 
"Madeleine" in 1999. Named after what was formerly 
the French capital's smelliest stop (and a delicious 
pastry), the perfume has notes of orange, lemon and 
lavender. Parisian stations are mopped with an 
estimated 1.5 tons of the stuff per year. 
 

The Deutsche Bahn abandoned the idea of using 
Madeleine in Germany after several trial wipe-downs. 
The fragrance proved too weak to overcome Berlin's 
subway odors, according to the DDP news agency. 
German cleaners may install fragrance dispensers in 
the subway cars instead. 
 
DB Ready for IPO 
BERLIN, Aug 18th – German Rail (DB) CEO 
Hartmut Mehdorn says his company is ‘ready for 
listing’ on the Frankfurt stock exchange, after 
revealing a 5.4% increase in first-half 2008 profits. 
Mr. Mehdorn confirmed DB still expects to achieve 
sales growth of 5% this year, although he admitted 
DB is starting to feel the effects of the economic 
slowdown. 
 

 

The sale of 24.9% of the shares in DB’s operating 
division, Mobility and Logistics, could begin as soon 
as October, although some analysts have warned poor 
market conditions may deter investors.  
 
Fehmarn Belt Fixed Link Signed 
COPENHAGEN, Sept. 3rd – The German and Danish 
transport ministers signed a treaty for the construction 
of the Fehmarn Belt fixed link between Puttgarden 
and Rødbyhavn.  
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The DKr33 billion (US$6.31 billion) fixed link is to 
be financed, built, operated and owned by Denmark 
through a state-owned company modeled on the 
Øresund and Storebælt projects. Opening is planned 
for 2018.  
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Although the treaty states that Germany will not make 
a financial contribution to the link, each country will 
be responsible for its road and rail connections. 
Germany will electrify the Lübeck - Puttgarden line 
and upgrade the approach road to four lanes, while 
Denmark will electrify and double-track the Ringsted 
- Rødbyhavn rail line. In addition, the European 
Commission has agreed to grants of � 339 million 
towards project costs.  
 

The link will carry a highway and a double-track 
railway electrified at 25 kV, with passenger trains 
running at speeds of at least 160 km/h and freight at 
120 km/h.  The final decision between a bridge or 
tunnel has not yet been taken. 
 
SBB-CFF Flirting 
BERN, August 29th – The board of Swiss Federal 
Railways has exercised options with Stadler for a 
another 32 FLIRT trainsets, to be used on services in 

Vaud, Ticino and 
Basel from 2010.  
 
A �34 418.6 million 
(US$374 million) 
order will include 
19 FLIRT units for 
the RER Vaudois 
regional services 

around Lausanne, and two trainsets for Regio S-Bahn 
Basel route S1 from Basel to Frick and Laufenburg.  
 
The 19 FLIRTs currently used on TILO services in 
Ticino will be joined by a further 11 to enable an 
expansion of cross-border services to Italy, including 
a direct link to Milano Malpensa airport..    
 
Change Comes to Small Gauge Line 
WIDNAU, August 29th – A contract was signed in the 
middle of the Rhine bridge between Lustenau, Austria 
and Widnau, Switzerland, handing over the railway of 
the “Rhine correction scheme” to the Rheinschauen 
association.  The status of the line now changes from 
industrial railway to tourist railway.  

 

The Internationale Rheinregulierung (IRR) was built 
over 100 years ago for construction and maintenance 
purposes for the Rheine River as it enters the 
Bodensee (Lake Constance).  It is 750 mm gauge, 
electrified at 750V dc overhead, and is 43 km long,   
 

Now the Rheinschauen with the Verein Rhein- 
Schauen group shall be the sole operators, running 
passenger trains partially with steam engines. 
 
Polish tourist killed urinating on tracks  
LONDON, July 22nd – A tourist was electrocuted 
after he crept into a recess to relieve himself over a 
live railway line at a station in South London.  It is 
thought his urine splashed on the line and he died 
instantly when a 750-volt charge leaped up at him.  
 

The man, a 41-year-old married teacher from Poland, 
is believed to have been on a visit to Britain to 
improve his English.  The station has no toilets but 
there are public facilities in a nearby bus terminal.  
About 40 per cent of Britain’s 10,200 miles of train 
track is electrified, much with third rail.  



   SF Bay Area Chapter News       September 2008 
 

 5 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictures of the Month:  Late European Summer  
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PLEASE CALL BEFORE YOU GET ON THE TRAIN TO RESERVE A RIDE:  (650) 333  9400 

 Oktoberfest – Sept. 13 th:  

 


