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Upcoming Module SIG Events  
 

Oct. 18 – 26    Bean Festival, Tracy  
Nov. – Jan.  Blackhawk Automotive Museum 
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A.  Call to Order:  
A regular meeting was called to order by John Ruehle 
at 2:30PM, at the West Bay Model Railroad Club in 
Menlo Park. ETE thanks Joe Freese as well the club 
members for allowing us to have our meeting there.  

 

B.  General Announcements:  
Our next meeting is on September 12 and will be at 
Andreas and Annie Hildebrandt’s home in Woodside.  
This is our first Oktoberfest meeting and will be held 
from 1-5pm. 
 

C.  EuroWest Insights:  
EuroWest 2009 was a true success this year.   There 
were over 1,800 people who came to view our models 
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and vendor tables for both Saturday and Sunday.  
Everything went very well. We, the membership, 
helped with the set up and take down of the models as 
well as the vendor tables. 

We had the honor of having Allan Todd, Chairman of 
the European Train Enthusiasts, with his wife Janice,  

 

Chapter Meeting - Saturday, September 12 
OKTOBERFEST Time:  1pm – 5:00pm 
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at EuroWest ‘09. One of the suggestions given was 
that we develop a website to announce EuroWest 
2010, making sure that all the info everyone needs to 
register is there. 
 

D.  Upcoming SIG Venues and News:  
-  Bean Festival in Tracy  
-  Blackhawk Museum 
The Module SIG also reports that the Camino 
Medical Center (ECMC) layout is almost at 4000 
running hours and is well stocked on locomotives:   
The recent donation of a BR24 by Tom Laukenmann 
of Phoenix, AZ was greatly appreciated! 
 

E. Special Grasmaster Clinic at September Meeting: 
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Let’s begin with a recap of EuroWest:  The SIG set 
up 16 modules in a 2x4 arrangement and ran all five 
eras of “high speed” trains to the delight of over 1800 
visitors during the two-day venue. Besides Dieter’s 
and Steve’s stations, Rolf’s brewery and village, 
Bill’s farm, Don’s nursery, Rich’s castle, and the yard 
module, was Ian’s new Danish farm module with 
many scratch built features. Many compliments were 
heard about the variety and quality of dioramas. 
Visitors commented about the friendly and engaging 
nature of our operators who were able to field 
questions, explain the intricacies of the operations, 
and still run trains! We also seem to have many 
experienced hands in our set-up/tear-down as it went 
very quickly and smoothly. However we could have 
used more docents to keep a watchful eye and also 
answer the many visitors’ questions. Finally, we 
sincerely thank Peter Barnes for his untiring efforts 
hosting this event!  Peter is also a docent at the Hiller 

Aviation Museum and he certainly “opened many 
doors” for ETE to have this great public exposure.  
 
EuroWest chairperson, Jens Ullmann, announced that 
we will return to Hiller next July 24-25, 2010. Thank 
you Jens for volunteering to do this again next year. 
As you read this, please consider what you can do to 
help make the next EuroWest another success. 
  
There are just two more venues left in 2009. Our next 
venue will be: 

Sept. 5th – 20th:  Tracy Historical Museum 
1141 Adam St., Tracy (209) 832-7278  
from 11am-4pm on Wed., Fri., Sat., and Sun.  

This venue will be a 10 module 2x3 layout. School 
groups visit during the week and the annual Tracy 
Dry Bean Festival will be held Sat. and Sun. Sept 
12-13 from 10am-6pm three blocks from the 
museum. Over 50,000 people attended the fun-filled 
weekend family event last year and we do get a 
‘crowd’ during that weekend. Rolf Krumbiegel is 
the host and if you would like to operate or docent 
then please call/email Rolf at (925) 939-7576 or 
rolkru@earthlink.net.  

 
Fri. Nov. 27 through Sun. Jan. 10, 2010:     
Blackhawk Automotive Museum 

3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville  
(925) 736-2277  10am-5pm Wed.-Sun. 

The last venue of 2009 and the first venue of 2010 
will be our 9th year at the Blackhawk Automotive 
Museum.  Rolf is also hosting this venue.   
 

The SIG is looking for an interested person to take 
over the corner modules since Peter Dietrich will be 
needing room soon for his new module. Please call or 
email Tom Melka (415) 927-7477,� �����������������   
if are interested or have any questions.  
 
Finally, I would like to apologize for missing the July 
Reverse Corner. My wife, Florence now a retired 
teacher, and I led our twelfth and last student tour of 
Europe from June 23-July 16. There were 30 people 
in our group as we traveled from Paris to Rome via 
TGV to Avignon and then bus to Nice, Pisa, Florence 
and Rome. After our group left, we stayed behind to 
visit friends and relatives. One of our outings took us 
to Viareggio where we passed by the site of that 
horrible train crash. It was very tragic as almost two 
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dozen people lost their lives. The burned area was 
cordoned off and patrolled. We did pass by the 
grandstands in a nearby park where Andrea Bocelli 
sang for the funeral the night before we arrived. But 
train wise, we did some train spotting during our 
travels and discovered more train stores. Sadly, the 
FS layout at Roma Termini has been dismantled in a 
recent move and doesn’t look like it will be 
operational in the future. But the train stores were 
well stocked with the latest, particularly from Roco 
and Brawa. Also the high speed track from Milan to 
Naples is nearing completion. But the next time 
you’re in Paris at the Gare Lyon, make sure you visit 
the historic Le Train Bleu restaurant at the top of the 
stairs inside the station and then admire the same 
view that gave Monet the inspiration for his famous 
painting.  
 Happy rails to you…until we meet again! 

�

���������� �	��	���	 ����� �
Faller Goes Under As Well 
GÜTENBACH, August 28th – The world-renown 
miniature model builder Faller has filed for 
bankruptcy, in a form similar to Märklin.  An 
insolvency administrator, attorney Volker Grub from 
Stuttgart, has been appointed. 

 
The model and 
toy manufacturer 
was founded after 
the Second 
World War by 
brothers Edwin 
and Hermann 
Faller.  The 
company now 
employs 130. 
 

Financial challenges have been evident for some time. 
In 2007, the company found itself unable to come to 
agreement with its employees on new employment 
contracts.  The Company, now run by the third 
generation of the family business, warned that 
“business is bad”.  Christmas bonuses and holiday 
pay were eliminated; a 40-hour work week 
introduced. Rumor of layoffs were heard.  Until a few 
years ago, Faller was by far the largest and most 
dominant operation of this small Black Forest town.  

In modeling circles, the company enjoyed an 
excellent reputation, as well known as the renowned 
Märklin brand.  However, as the model railway 
business has been falling, revenues have been 
diminishing, despite Faller’s attempts at ever more 
complex innovations such as its Faller Car-System.   
 
The financial conditions of Faller’s competitor’s 
Kibri and Vollmer remains uncertain. 
 
On the Positive Side…  
At a recent auction in Germany, an 0-gauge Märklin 
"Crocodile" went for €20,500 (about US$29,000). 
Obviously, some model trains are recession proof. 
 
Similarly, check your attic: Despite its rather battered 
condition, a 103-year-old Märklin toy car raised a 
staggering amount for a lucky British woman who 
was its owner.  Made in 1906, it had languished in a 
cupboard for years until its owner brought it to a local 
“antique road-show”.  Their initial valuation 
suggested the car might be worth between £400 and 
£600. However, by the time the car finally went under 
the hammer, interest had reached fever pitch.  It took 
just five minutes of frantic bidding for the sale price 
of £38,000 (US$62,125). 
 
Originally, there was a 
cautious estimate of 
the value because the 
car didn’t have a 
trademark. However it 
was believed to be 
99.9 % genuine. 
 
During the sale, there were eight telephone bidders 
vying to become the tin car’s new owners, including 
two from the US (Andreas?), and one from France 
(Jacques?). It finally sold to a collector from the UK. 
 
The seller asked to remain anonymous.  She was in 
the auction room when the car was sold.  When last 
seen, she was in a state of shock. 
 
Some Good Deals As Well…  
ETE-DC member Torsten Koehler has passed along 
the following:  Hamburg's Miniatur Wunderland  
has an online store where they sell, in addition to 
MiWuLa's own merchandise, a lot of building kits 
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from Kibri, Faller, and Vollmer. Many are available 
at half- price or even better!  It seems they may have 
bought too much during the latest expansion. 
https://www.miniatur-wunderland.com/onlineshop  
 
Torsten further advises:  Once you create an account, 
and specify USA as your country, the prices will 
adjust and exclude the 19% VAT. Shipping charges 
apply, but they are fairly reasonable. 
 
European Rail Bits 
)���	 ��	 �	 ���	$�����!	 ��������	 ��	 ���
���	 �	 �����	 
� ��	 �$	
�����	����	�������	������	���	��������	���������	%� ������&	
Switzerland:  Swiss Storm hits Alps (08/03/09)  
A large storm over central Switzerland closed the 
Gotthard line.  Domestic train services were 
suspended north of Arth-Goldau while international 
services were diverted over the Lotschberg.  Services 
opened the next morning but several landslides 
affected some local travel.   
 

Switzerland:  Swiss Line Closed Alps (08/14/09)  
The Sumiswald to Wasen-im-Emmental branch line 
has been closed to all traffic due to the poor state of 
the track.  It had been freight-only (and occasional 
steam specials) for some time,  While not “formally” 
closed - freight traffic to the RUWA plant - BLS has 
posted notice that the overhead catenary between the 
RUWA siding and Wasen was in a very bad state and 
would be taken down.  Typically, the “formal” 
decision will come from the Confederation. 
 

Germany: DB IPO unlikely before 2013 (08/10/09) 
There were rumors that IPO of German railways 
Deutsche Bahn (DB) might take place as early as in 
2011. However, in an interview for Der Spiegel 
magazine, the company's CEO Rüdiger Grube said, 
that IPO is unlikely to take place before 2013. Not 
that DB looks like being short of funds in the 
foreseeable future. The government’s 2010 budget 
unveiled earlier this year allocates just over €10 
billion for railway spending, an increase of €250 
million on the current year. As well as operating 
subsidies for non-commercial services and other 
support payments, the budget allocates €4.3 billion 
for capital investment, including €2·5 billion for 
infrastructure spending under an agreement between 
the federal government and DB.   Another €700 
million comes from two economic stimulus packages, 
including €190 million for introduction of ERTMS 

and GSM-R rail signaling systems and €100 million 
to improve the power supply network and the quality 
of the regional network.  
 

Germany: Record drop in rail cargo (08/24/09) 
Rail cargo traffic in Germany declined by 22.4% in 
the first half of 2009, the biggest drop since 1950.  
Revenues are down by nearly 14% compared to the 
same period in 2008 (€14.3 billion).  Nevertheless, 
German rail freight operators can look forward to 
much better trading conditions in 2010 according to a 
study for Germany's Ministry of Transport. Intraplan 
Consult, Germany, calculates that by the end of this 
year volumes in Europe's largest rail freight market 
will have slumped 18%, compared with a drop of 
10.8% for road freight. However, it predicts that 2010 
will see an upturn in volumes.  
 

Russia:  First demo of Sapsan (08/04/09) 
The RZD's high-speed Sapsan train completed its first 
demonstration journey on the new line between 
Moscow - St. Petersburg in a record time of 3 hours 
and 45 minutes. Taking part in the trip were Russian 
Railways (RZD) president Vladimir Yakunin, 
representatives of Siemens, other officials, and 
reporters from leading Russian and foreign media.   
 

Russia:  New Moscow airport rail link (08/28/09)  
LLC Aeroexpress launched direct railway service 
between the Belorussky Railway Station and 
Sheremetyevo International Airport.  There will be 27 
trains per direction per day, with a journey time of 35 
minutes.  The new link is an expansion of the service 
opened a year ago between Moscow Savelovsky and 
Sheremetyevo Airport.  
 

Turkey:  Islamabad - Istanbul Rail Link (08/11/09)  
With the cooperation of Iran and Turkey, Pakistan 
launched its first international freight train service 
from Islamabad to Istanbul, BBC News reported.  The 
future completion of the Bosporus rail tunnel will 
permit direct freight service all the way to the UK.  
 

Slovakia: Slovakia in Project With Russia (08/14/09) 
Slovakia is interested in carrying out a project with 
Russia to extend a broad-gauge railroad to Vienna. 
 

Georgia: Russia takes control in Abkhazia (08/28/09) 
The Russian Railways (RZD) will take over control 
of railways in the Abkhazia region. Georgia describes 
it as a "robbery" and asks its Western allies to 
respond.  
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Romania: CFR to lay off 11,000 people (08/27/09) 
The Romanian Transport Ministry announced that 
about 11,000 employees will be dismissed from the 
state-owned railways CFR.  
 

Romania: 13 people die in train accident (08/17/09)  
Thirteen people died and 3 others were critically 
injured in an accident in northeastern Romania, which 
occurred after a train hit minibus at a level-crossing. 
 
NS HISPEED Ready to Launch 
BRUSSELS, August 31st – NS HISPEED says it will 
begin operating its interim 160km/h Amsterdam - 

Rotterdam service 
via HSL South on 
September 7th, 
marking the start 
of commercial 
operations on the 
troubled high-
speed line. Trains 
will run hourly on 
weekdays using 

Bombardier Traxx locomotives and seven ICR 
coaches, with the 72km journey taking 39-43 minutes.   
 
NS HISPEED also has announced that Amsterdam - 
Brussels - Paris Thalys services will be diverted over 
both sections of HSL South from December 13 
running at 160km/h between Amsterdam Schiphol 
Airport and Rotterdam, and 300km/h on the 
Rotterdam - Antwerp leg.  Trial running using the 
first two of AnsaldoBreda V250 EMUs on HSL-Zuid 
and in Belgium's started recently, with tests focusing 
on ERTMS performance. The Amsterdam – Breda  
services should start up from the third quarter of next 
year under the brand-name ‘Fyra'.   
 
������

���.�� ��  Acquire Veolia Cargo  
LONDON, September 3rd – After months of 
speculation over a possible takeover, Eurotunnel and 
French National Railways (SNCF) have confirmed 
they have each acquired part of the assets of rail 
freight operator Veolia Cargo.    
 
Under the deal SNCF will take over all of Veolia 
Cargo's operations in the Netherlands, Germany, and 
Italy, which will be incorporated into SNCF's Geodis 
logistics subsidiary. Meanwhile Eurotunnel's open-
access rail freight subsidiary Europorte 2 will expand 

massively with the acquisition of Veolia Cargo's 
French operations, including Veolia Cargo France, 
Veolia Cargo Link, Socorail, and CFTA Cargo.  
Subject to approval by the relevant competition 
bodies, the transaction is due to be completed by the 
end of the year.  Despite speculation that Trenitalia 
was poised to bid for Veolia Cargo, Veolia confirmed 
last month that it was in exclusive negotiations with 
Eurotunnel and SNCF.   
  
Veolia Cargo was 
established in 2003 and 
has a fleet of 200 
locomotives and 1600 
wagons. Last year it 
acquired German open 
access operator 
Rail4Chem, making it one of the country's largest 
private rail freight operators and boosting revenues by 
60% to €188 million.   
 
Truck hits Funicular 
STANS, August 1st – The Stanserhorn-Bahn funicular 
(StB) is back 
in operation 
after an 
accident on 
July 16 when 
a truck ran 
into the 
ascending car 
at the first of 
four railroad 
crossings.  The damage was so bad that the funicular 
car, built in 1893, needed to be completely rebuilt!   
 
While a temporary 
bus service 
attempted to 
provide alternate 
service, everyone 
was please that 
the StB was back 
in operations after 
only two weeks, 
on August 1st, the 
Swiss National 
Day! �������� �����
 ���
���!�"����#�$������
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September Special Feature :  Lifting of the old WAB 
The Wengernalpbahn (WAB) is a 19.091 km long, 800 mm (2ft 71�2”) gauge rack (Riggenbach) railway line in central 
Switzerland, which runs from Lauterbrunnen and Grindelwald (two branches) to Kleine Scheidegg, making it the world's 
longest continuous cogwheel railway.  Steam trains first ran on the line in 1892.  At Kleine Scheidegg passengers 
transfer to the Jungfraubahn (JB) for the continuation of the journey to the highest railway station in Europe at 
Jungfraujoch.   
In 1910 a longer, less steep section was opened between Grindelwald and Kleine Scheidegg.  The original 3.8 km 
tracks were left in position but seldom used. The old line also had a structure gauge which would cause problems for 
some of the new rolling stock.  Finally this summer, the old line was decommissioned and dismantled because of the 
steep gradient of 25% and the geological security risks.  Here's is all that is left by the end of August.... 

    

                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

*�$����&�'��
������
�
���!�(����������
�
�������������'�

)�������
�+���	���	������	

�������	��	���	��$�!	
��	���	$������	�����	
�����	���	�������	
%��������	,	�����# ��

�
�
�
-���� ���*�
����'������

(���������'�+
������
,������	�(
���+����(� �
�
�
�
�
�
.����	%��$�	/	�����& ���
)������������(�	�
�������(�	�������'�
�
�������(�)�����
'�(�����-����	�+�����
���#��������������
�.������������ �����!�

.����/001 ��


